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Going Against the Flow to Reach the Other Shore

—In Memory

of Bhikshuni Heng Dzung
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On the morning of August 30, 2015, at Gold Buddha Monastery Dharma
Master Heng Dzung peacefully passed away at the age of 78. As it was a Sunday
and there was a regular Dharma Session taking place. Many Dharma friends
joined in recitation to send her off on her final journey. After cremation, more
than a dozen shariras in emerald color and sharira flowers were found in her
ashes.

Dharma Master Dzung, whose ancestral home is in Guangdong province,
was born in Hong Kong in 1937. From very young, she followed in her
mother’s footsteps in reciting Guanyin Bodhisattva’s name. Her affinities with
Buddhism started then. She once told the story of barely escaping with her life.
She had a deeper faith in Guanyin Bodhisattva since that incident. She had a
dream one night in 1963. She was lying on the bed with her second-born child
around two in the morning when a woman with piercing eyes and a brown
kerchief around her head demanded: “Get out of here!”

Awakened by the intensity of the dream, she jumped from the bed
immediately, grabbed her baby and raced down to the kitchen. Depositing
the child there, she raced back upstairs to get her first-born as well. No sooner
had she arrived back in the kitchen than she heard a tremendous crash. The
electricity went off and the phone went dead. Outside a fierce storm raged.

Once the storm subsided, she went upstairs to see what the crash had
been. There in the bedroom she had just abandoned lay millions glass shards-
--all across her bed and the floor. All the windows in the room had caved in.

Had she and the baby been in that bed, they would have been badly hurt and
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likely killed. She knew right away that Guanyin Bodhisattva had saved her
and her children.

Dharma Master Dzung worked hard all her life. When she migrated
to Canada and was introduced to Gold Buddha Monastery, not a day went
by that she did not study the Buddhadharma. In the early days of Gold
Buddha Monastery, few knew about the place. The Venerable Master’s
disciples upheld the three great principles which are “Freezing, we do not
scheme; Starving, we do not beg; Dying of poverty, we ask for nothing.”
Therefore there were very few offerings and it was hard to make ends meet.
However, there was always at least one bag of money in the donation box
every month. This offering was just enough to sustain the monastery. Later,
they found out the donation was left by Dharma Master Dzung who was
then still a layperson and worked as janitorial crew in a hotel. She was
very hard working. From the time she encountered the Venerable Master’s
teachngs, she developed undetereed solid faith in the Buddhas teachings
and contributed whole heartedly to Buddhism.

Bhikshuni Heng Chih related that when she was the manager of Gold
Buddha Monastery (GBM), Dharma Master Dzung was still a layperson
and she would bring her salary cheques to the monastery, endorse them,
and put them in the donation box—always without saying anything to
anyone. She gave her whole salary month after month. She would even
slip her jewelery in the GBM donation box, “Until I think she must have
given all her gems to Buddhism.” Dharma Master Heng Chih said, “I was
inspired by her faith in Buddhism and her trust in the Master.”

One time, when Venerable Hua called GBM, he asked who was there
and Dharma Master Heng Chih said, “Lucy (DM Dzung’s layname) is
here.” Then the Master scolded and said, “You nuns are not having Lucy
cook your lunches, are you? You cannot do that; she should not have to
cook for you.”

Dharma Master Chih said, “In fact, she didn’t cook for us and I did tell
ShiFu that, but he seemed to want to make a strong point about not having
her cook for us. He didn’t mind that she cleaned the monastery—he just
didn't want her to cook for us.”

Dharma Master Dzung was once assigned to work for Geary Hotel
in San Francisco, which DRBA once owned. Bhikshuni Heng Syun also
worked there. She remembered that Dharma Master Dzung worked very
hard and would recite sutras whenever she had a lictle time. Dharma Master
Dzung said, “A spiritual cultivator cannot slack off, be lazy or waste time.”
Her teachings in words and action were indelibly imprinted on Dharma
Master Heng Syun’s mind until now.

Dharma Master Heng Dzung recited the Vajra Sutra and Earth Store
Sutra everyday. Looking back on her life, it matches a saying she used to say:
“Diligently move forward and do not retreat, going against the flow to reach
the other shore.” Often times, our senior practioners are models for us and

Dharma Master Dzung is one of them.
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