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City of Ten Thousand Buddhas Served Weekend

Vegetarian Lunches for Valley Fire Evacuees

¥l X/E

DHAaRMA REALM NEws r;f R B

R EE AT = BN (SR RA PR AR IR -
20154E9 H12H S A LA KOK » SKEME S »
TSR 2 A IR RA BN IORG - PABEEITEAEET &
ENTEREHA - WO TR FEERE - 4
AFET » LASRHE » 457505 B WK TG IR ()8
%5 3, 000%)\,”\ TR o Hr DU I
<<</FE'_‘ ‘:":'

%%Hﬂiﬂﬁzﬁiﬂi%ﬂe < FEFF RN 0 K
1% > ¥ H IR ARG E L8 R R R
i S S AR E ST - BT g
FEMSEL - HEERPLREZEER K
ROBREZA > FEITR - FHLRREEX -
SEFFHIHA[EMEIT S 2 - BRI ENES - Il
2~ BiREAZFEFEENEAN > —E K&
TEIEN% - AARTERE 0 RIMERERZE
/é}ﬂ}f_é(((

SRR AR ~ ELEBIEEA > FIIFTAR
FIEFT RS > hEttERIERETE
fffx%éﬁ@ LR A o B R B AT RS

FHOEPLET  FEERZHEE Y
%IE » DAEESE RRAHE -

44| EBIERE “Oo—RAFE+—8

Neighboring Mendocino County, where the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
(CTTB) is located, is Lake County, where the catastrophic Valley Fire started
on September 12" 2015. The raging fire spread into Sonoma County and
Napa County. The burnt area is over 76,000 acres. Nearly 2,000 structures
were destroyed, four people killed. Four firefighters, trapped inside the “wall
of flame” were injured. The fire rendered more than 3,000 people homeless.
Middletown suffered the most devastation.

Steve Setera, a CTTB resident, said that after the Valley Fire broke
out, Bob Gross, who took care of a DRBA ranch in Lake County, emailed
him that his family was safe and his house was not burned, but the evacuee
center there did not serve vegetarian meals. Because many evacuees suffered
from Post Traumatic Stress Syndrome, they would need encouragement.
Therefore, Steve, his wife Amanda, Roger Kellerman, a teacher from the
boy’s school, and a student’s parent May Chew, went to the evacuee center
and then reported back to the Dharma Masters; as a result, vegetarian meals
from CTTB were arranged to be served on weekends.

Subsequently Dharma Masters, Laity and students from the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas went to Middletown five times on weekends to serve
vegetarian lunches, which were greatly welcomed. Girls school students also
helped sort donations at the Clear Lake Youth Center.

Bhikshuni Jin Rou met two vegetarians from a spiritual community
there. They said that the community was divided into two sects before

the fire. The Fire had a cathartic effect, cleansing their minds so that the
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two sides are now helping each other rebuild, and in the process have
restored harmony to the community.

Bhikshuni Jin Jing met a family of four who had escaped four
fires this year. Another evacuee had escaped fire three times. Dharma
Master Jin Jing said that she could feel their despair and pain at the
utter hopelessness of their situation. On the way to the disaster area,
seeing the scorched land along the road, she deeply felt the full impact
of the truth from a verse in the Sutra text, “The world is in a constant
state of flux and the land is susceptible to peril.”

After the fire, many people generously donated ample amounts of
material goods. Dharma Master Jin Deng heard an affected woman
who came for the vegetarian meal saying that even though she lost
everything in the fire, upon seeing so many donations and so many
people come out to warmheartedly offer help, she felt the warm side of
human nature and thus nurtured a lot of hope for the future.

Dharma Master Heng Yin, who organized the vegetarian lunch
team, reflected that, “The fire burned down the gap between rich and
poor, between ethnic groups, between different cultures and social
classes. Many people came to help out of the sense of compassion (or
sympathy). We intended to teach people to sit in meditation or recite
mantras, but the rock-and-roll music played on site was too loud so we
couldn’t meditate, and could only transfer the merit and virtue silently
in our minds.”

A senior Bhikshuni at CTTB pointed out that actually CTTB had
been giving invisible support since we heard of the Valley Fire. The rain
that came a few days after the fire seemed to be a response.

After the last vegetarian lunch was served in Middletown on
October 10", Bob Gross said in an email that CT'TB’s presence in
Middletown was felt and enjoyed by many. The food was especially
great! Even some VERY hardcore omnivores shared their delight with
CTTB vegetarian lunch team’s offerings, as “The Buddhists were all a
mystery at first - with all those different items, garments, different food
type and endless positivity and love to share.” Bob Gross wrote, “I sense
Buddha entered the minds of many with this effort and your group’s
offering of help. So a lot of good was done!!! Now my neighborhood
may better understand The Buddha and Buddhist ways.”

Chia-yu Huang, a long-time volunteer at CTTB, lives on Cobb
Mountain in Lake County where the Valley Fire started. After the fire
broke out, she was not allowed to go home. She prayed that the corner
of her house where she had an altar for the Buddha and Bodhisattva
statues, Venerable Master Hua’s picture, and the memorial plaques for
her deceased elders would not be burned. After the fire was contained,
she was allowed to go home. To her great surprise, the entire street

where her house was located was not burned; all remained intact. &
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