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Dharma Master Ming Hai, Vice President of the Buddhist

Association of China Pays a Visit
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(Continued from the front inner cover)

Dharma Master Ming Hai graduated with a degree in Philosophy from Peking
University. In 1990 he took refuge with the Elder Monk Jing Hui. The Elder
Master Jing Hui is Great Master Xuyun’s Dharma heir in the Linji lineage. In
1993, at White Horse Monastery in Loyang, Dharma Master Ming Hai left
the home life. He is said to be the first graduate of Peking University after the
Cultural Revolution to leave the home life. In 2002, he became one of the
45" generation Patriarchs of the Linji lineage. He was appointed the Abbot
of Bailin Chan Monastery in 2004 and continues to serve in that capacity. In
2013 he became the president of Hebei Buddhist Association and in 2015,
he was elected to be one of the vice presidents of The Buddhist Association of
China.

Dharma Master Ming Hai gave a Dharma talk in the Buddha Hall at
CTTB on the evening of October 11" and toured Dharma Realm Buddhist
University (DRBU) to see some of its classes on October 12%. He also attended
the Avatamsaka Sutra translation class led by Reverand Heng Sure and was
actively involved in the discussions of translation work. On the evening of
October 12", he engaged in discussions with DRBU faculty and students on
how to apply Buddhism to modern life.

In his talk, he recalled that when he was appointed Abbot at Bailin Chan
Monastery, he was very surprised and scared. He felt that it was beyond his
capacity. However, he said, “This is the style of a Chan Master’s teachings.
The Master gives you a job beyond your capacity. Once you feel that you are
capable of doing something, the Master might give you something else to do
instead.”

As a monastic for over twenty years, the Dharma Master shared his
insights about monastic life, saying it is difficult to obey the orders from the
Sangha even though one is part of the Sangha. The daily challenges are like
“the striking of the head” by a wise teacher. If we can accept the teachings, then
we can make great strides in our spiritual cultivation.

He said that when he first went to Bailin Chan Monastery in 1991, there
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were only about 10 monks. Now there are close to 160 monks. In Northern
China, Bailin Monastery is considered to be one where there are quite a
number of monastics in residence. He feels privileged being able to personally
witness the Elder Master Jing Hui’s rebuilding of Bailin Monastery starting
from 1991. He said, “It is indeed very difficult to restore the Monastery’s
architecture, but even more difficult to revive the system of the Sangha’s way
of life, cultivation and propagation of the Dharma.”

During this process, he was able to witness “one person’s story” within
Buddhism. He maintained that Buddhism was started by one person:
Shakyamuni Buddha. In the same spirit, The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
was also started by one person, our most respected teacher, the Venerable
Master Hua. In China, because of the destruction during the Cultural
Revolution, there are also many similar stories. Many Dharma Masters
worked to revive Buddhism after the Cultural Revolution. He noted, “Each
person can follow in the footsteps of the Buddha and the Patriarchs to create
similar miracles. The only obstacle in our way is the delusion of self. This
delusion impedes our ability to create miracles.”

Dharma Master Ming Hai also said that at present in China, there
are approximately 200,000 Buddhist monastics, over 80,000 Buddhist
monasteries and 39 Buddhist colleges. Among the Buddhist colleges, there
are 29 colleges following in the Chinese tradition.

He pointed out that even though there are not many monastics currently
Buddhist nuns are on the rise in China.

For instance, a Buddhist convent “Pushou Monastery” on Mount Wutai
has over 800 Buddhist nuns. The Abbess of Pushou Monastery also oversees
another convent with over 500 Buddhist nuns.

Dharma Master Ming Hai stated that many Chinese people are learning
meditation in order to relieve the stress and pressure of modern life. Even
though their intent is not to study Buddhism, he said, “when teaching
meditation, we can still teach precepts and right views in the process.”

On this trip, Dharma Master Ming Hai also attended the 2015 Parliament
of the World Religions held from October 15™ to October 19™ in Salt Lake
City, Utah. He said that when his teacher, the Elder Master Jing Hui, was
alive, the Master also paid a visit to CTTB. Upon his return to China, he told
his disciples that he greatly admired the Venerable Master Hua for lecturing on
the Buddhadharma daily. Moreover, the Venerable Master spoke the Dharma
without having to use a microphone.

Dharma Master Ming Hai made the resolve to cultivate because he
read the Sixth Patriarch Platform Sutra with the Venerable Master Hua’s
commentary. Temporarily putting aside the administrative duties of managing
Bailin Monastery and ten other branch temples, he embarked on this trip to
the U.S. in order to observe how the disciples of the Venerable Master Hua

spread the Dharma in America; thus realizing his longstanding wish. &
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