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Children’s Education Based on Classical Texts

RGO REE B Impromptu English Translation by Michael Lu
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hour period, students can read from 200 words up to 300 words, and
even up to 400 words. In any case, the total number of words increases
as more and more time is spent on reciting the texts. But it is still
the best to recite every hundred word passage 100 times, then after a
week or so, you can let your students memorize all the hundred word
passages that they have been memorizing each day for the past week, as
a whole. This method starts with baby steps and then building up from
there, until the entire text is memorized. Although this is prescribed for
those under age 13, this method can still work relatively well for those
under 18. What about adults? This method is not suitable for someone
who is 20, 30, 40, or even 50 years old as they will quickly get bored.
For them I'd suggest reciting the Analects of the Confucius. Start from
the first character and recite all the way to the end; in total there are
15,900 characters in the Analects. After every recitation, write a mark
to record it and continue reciting and recording until you have recited
100 times. If you can spend one hour a day to recite, then you can
finish the Analects one time in one day. If you spend half an hour a day,
it takes two days. If you spend four hours a day, you can recite it four
times in one day. If you are able to complete 100 times, you will find
that you would have greatly benefitted from it.

In this modern age, we see education in Taiwan and Mainland
China as not being very successful. In fact, we can call it a failure
because their language education has not been in the correct direction
and this has led to the failure of education as a whole. How then,
do we define a successful education? We must teach people and our
children to read the works of their ancestors. For Chinese people, this
means they must be able to read the Chinese classical texts. If a child
in China, having received primary and secondary education, is still
unable to comprehend the Chinese classical texts, then how can we say
that we have done a good job with literary education? And if overseas
Chinese were to use the same method to teach students, how can they
succeed where Mainland China has failed? Therefore, it is not that
language is difficult to learn. Rather, it is that the methods of education
are not conducive for one’s language development. We all always
believe that you must understand everything that you read, but young
children, especially those under 13, dont have to understand what
they read. They just need to keep on reciting, keep on absorbing and
keep on incorporating. Some overseas Chinese might believe that the
environment affects the lingual education of their children. However,
that is not true, because education of language is not extremely reliant
on the environment.

For example, children in Taiwan and Mainland China can learn
English by continually memorizing English classics and in this way,
develop their fluency to a level that might even surpass the level of a
similar aged American child. People in China who are trying to learn

English can succeed in learning of English. So why can’t Chinese
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overseas teach their children Chinese? It’s all in the method. We
focus too much on comprehension, which is not compatible
with the learning abilities of children under 13, and we disregard
memorization of a large number of texts. The conclusion here
is to keep on reciting, to the point the text is memorized, and
disregard understanding. This is such a simple and convenient
method of education. Why don’t we apply it? Because we don't
understand human nature; and we don’t understand the purpose
and methods of education. So we must begin with the education
of reciting classical texts, for our children and for ourselves.
As for the principals and teachers of the two schools, we must
understand that we bear a heavy responsibility to nurture the
language skills of the children because this foundation that we
lay for them before they turn 13 will equip them with a lifelong
skill; only then will we have discharged our responsibility well.

The final question is, who is qualified to teach this
method of education? The answer is any parent and any
teacher will do because it is very simple. You just lead your
students in reading the classical texts. And if there is “zhuyin”
or “pinyin” in the text itself, then you won't recite the classical
text incorrectly. After reading it five or ten times, the students
might be able to read it by themselves. But the teacher should
still read along with them because in this way, both the teacher
and the students can benefit from the course. Since this method
of education is really easy, really convenient, you can start at any
time. You should not ignore this method. You should not make
up excuses because by doing so you are having the foundation for
the potential of the next generation.

I will end my talk here. If any of you have any questions, feel
free to bring it up so that we can discuss it. Thank you.

£ To be continued






