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Chapter 4: Living in a Benevolent Neighborhood

Now, in this day and age when human minds are unlike those of the ancients and
the concept of morality has sunk into oblivion, people criticize it saying: “Morality!
What a rotten thing it is! Morality has really brought harm to mankind!” Look
here! Do you think mankind has been harmed by morality? In some countries,
people do not even have the faintest idea as to what “morality” is all about.

Instead be concerned about your determination to succeed. You should be
worried about not having the grit and determination to make a success of yourself.
Then again, you should not boast of your determination when you do not have
such confidence. That is just faking it! To show genuine determination, you must
have samadhi power. If you do not, then it is just like knowing how to say only two
and a half sentences instead of three, which is of no use at all.

What is samadhi power? It is the mind that is not moved by suffering and
bliss, censure and praise, or rights and wrongs. Whether enemies or kinsfolk, one
treats them all with equanimity and an unmoving mind. There is neither sadness
nor happiness, only a sense of bliss within. One does not express any bitterness nor
goes around whining and wailing. Only in this way can one stay the course.

Well, you may say, “Oh! I have the determination to succeed! You should

resolve to stand on your own feet too!” Subsequently, you encounter a certain
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state and promptly collapse in a heap. You end up wailing and howling,
completely at a loss. What is this all about? You are just determined to
cry and lose your temper, and be selfish, self-benefiting and self-seeking!
Once you are determined to be greedy, the mind that is devoid of greed
cannot exist. Conversely, once you are determined to realize your true
mind, your false mind will not gain a foothold. You are running in the
opposite direction, contrary to the moral principles. Therefore, you should
not fret over your lack of reputation or status but should worry instead
about whether you have the determination to succeed.

Do not worry if you are not accorded recognition by others, but
strive to develop qualities that are worthy of recognition. You need not
be afraid that people do not know you: “Oh no! In the whole of China,
nobody is aware that there is a person like me! In the entire world, nobody
knows that I exist.” So what if people know about you? Even if people know
that there is a person such as you, are you able to make a meal out of your
reputation? Are you able to regard it as clothes that you can wear, or as
money that you can spend? You may argue: “When there is fame, there is
gain.” Nonsense! You hanker after fame just to gain something? This is really
being upside-down to the extreme! This is truly a case of “forsaking the
roots for the branch tips”, “secking far and wide for what lies close at hand”
and “running in the opposite direction”. The basics and fundamentals are
all forgotten! As mentioned in Chapter 1: “A gentleman devotes himself
to the fundamentals, for when the fundamentals are established, moral
principles come forth. Therefore, filiality and fraternal respect are probably
the fundamentals of humanity?”

These two lines of the Analects can be interpreted in two different
ways. The first interpretation is that you should not worry about not being
recognized by others. As long as you strive to learn, improve and behave
morally, then people will naturally come to know you and appreciate you.
Another interpretation is: “Why do you want people to know you? If you
seck recognition from others, then you are really being upside-down to the
extreme!” Both explanations share a common thread.

If you were to explain it from a positive angle, it means that you want to
seek knowledge, resolve to cultivate the Way, or engage in scholarly pursuits.
By increasing your capital, so to speak, people will then recognize you. In
fact, why on earth do you want recognition from others? After all, does it
mean anything? Therefore, these remarks made by Confucius convey a deep
sense of emotion for he is implying: “Hey! Don’t worry that people do not
know you. By seeking fame and wealth from morning to night just to gain
recognition from others, that is truly pitiful indeed!”

Whether it is studying the books or learning the Buddhadharma, it is
just like eating and wearing clothes. You have to eat when you are hungry;
you have to wear more clothing when it is cold; you have to drink water
when you are thirsty; and you have to sleep when you are tired. You have to
acquire wisdom because your knowledge is insufficient and your ignorance
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is too heavy. 50 7To be continued
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