EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE CHINA PERIOD
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75. Chopping Off His Own Hand to Save His Mother

[ Postscript ]
In 1987, CTTB held the first Water, Land and Air Ceremony. More
than 100 people from China attended, including Dharma Masters with
the members of their delegations. The Venerable Master also invited a
layman from Los Angeles to come to CTTB to prepare the meals for
them using the special small kitchens.

The Master also invited the disciples from his hometown, including
his third eldest brother and his wife, Men Yiping, the instructor from
the Virtue Society, and the Gao family. Gao Defu was old and got tired
due to the long journey, and he became ill as soon as he arrived at
CTTB and the worst was that his condition was quite severe.

One day, the Venerable Master asked a layman to quickly go to the
kitchen to take a look and see what was happening there. That person
said, “Shrfu, it’s too early to cook. Why do I need to take a look? There
was no food there, and nobody would go there.” The Master said, “Will
“OK, I will go.”

small kitchen and met Gao Defu’s son who as soon as he saw someone

you go or not?” replied the man. So he went to the
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in the small kitchen came to ask for rice porridge. Since the Dharma
Masters at CTTB only eat one meal per day, the pots in the big kitchen
were still cold.

Defu’s son didn’t know what to do, so he cried, “Shrfu, Shrfu.”

The layperson said, “No. This kitchen is assigned to cook food for the
Dharma Masters from mainland China.” Defu’s son said, “My father has
been very ill. I'd like him to have a bowl of hot rice porridge.” Hearing
that the rice porridge was for a very ill man, the layperson said, “Oh, that
should be fine then.” They started chatting with each other while the
layperson was cooking the porridge. As it was known that Defu’s son was
coming from Master Hua’s hometown, the layperson made a chopping
gesture with his hand and asked, “Was there a filial son who wanted to
cut his hand to save his mother?” “Yes, that’s my father.” Defu’s son said
shyly. Soon, the Venerable Master drove a modified golf cart to the small
kitchen. The layperson reported, “Shrfu, the one who wanted to chop his
hand is gravely ill!” The Master immediately asked the layperson to lead
him to Defu’s dorm.

The Venerable Master saw that Gao Defu was lying on the bed close
to death. He held one of Defu hands and said, “I invited you come to
the CTTB. I am not asking you to die here. You are not permitted to
get sick!” He patted on Defu’s back a few times and left. The next day,
that layperson met Defu’s son asking for another bowl of rice porridge.
The layperson was told that Gao Defu’s health was much improved. He
couldn’t help but exclaim, “I wish I knew how to say to others that “You

are not permitted to get sick!” &
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