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Within this assembly, there is a Bodhisattva
Mahasattva named Earth Store. Within this
great assembly is a Bodhisattva Mahasattva.
This great Bodhisattva’s name is Earth Store
Bodhisattva Mahasattva.

You should direct your question on this
matter to him. You should consult him about
this matter.

He will certainly set up a skillful
method and expound it for you, just as you
wish. Earth Store Bodhisattva should create an
expedient method for you, and instruct you by
speaking about this wonderful dharma-door.
Due to your sincerity, he will certainly fulfill
your wishes. This passage is about the Buddha
instructing a person to answer Solid Pure Faith

Bodhisattva’s question.

Sutra:

At that time, Solid Pure Faith Bodhisattva
asked the Buddha, “Thus Come One, World
Honored One, Unsurpassed One with Great
Wisdom, why do you not speak but instead
make Earth Store Bodhisattva expound on
this?”

Commentary:

This is the second part on the questioner.
It can again be divided into two parts: first
the question, then the answer. This part is the
question. Solid Pure Faith Bodhisattva asked
the Buddha to speak about a skillful method.
However, the Buddha does not explain it
himself but instead tells him to ask Earth
Store Bodhisattva, so he starts to wonder: “The
Buddha is the wisest of all; however he does
not speak it for me. Why would he ask his
disciple Earth Store Bodhisattva to answer my
question? What is the reason behind this? He
does not understand so he asked the Buddha
a second time why he redirected the question
to another person? For instance, if a person
asks me a question, and I dont give him an
answer but tell him: “Go ask Guo Xian, he can
answer your question,” other people will then

say: “Why does the Master not speak about it
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but ask his disciple to speak?” That would be a parallel case. So why ask that person to
answer this question? It is because he can answer the question as he is very clear about
this matter.

At that time, Solid Pure Faith Bodhisattva asked the Buddha again, “Thus
Come One, World Honored One, Unsurpassed One with Great Wisdom”: There is
no one who is wiser than the Buddha. Why doesn’t the World Honored One personally
answer my question? Why do you not speak about this dharma door? Why do you
instead make Earth Store Bodhisattva expound on this? How could you ask Earth

Store Bodhisattva to expound this expedient dharma door?

Sutra:
The Buddha told Solid Pure Faith Bodhisattva, “You should not give rise to
thoughts of high and low.”

Commentary:

This part on the questioner has two sections. This is the second section, explaining
the answer, and it can be further divided into three parts. The first is the general
admonishment telling Solid Pure Faith Bodhisattva not to doubt. The second is the
specific explanation. The third is concluding the answer to the question.

The first part is a general admonishment that stops the Bodhisattva, saying, “You
should not think in this way.” So the text says, “You should not give rise to thoughts
of high and low.”

The Buddha told Solid Pure Faith Bodhisattva, “You should not give rise to
thoughts of high and low.” Don’t give rise to the thought that a Buddha is higher and
Earth Store Bodhisattva is lower. Earth Store Bodhisattva’s state is inconceivable; you
must not look down on him. Don't think that the Buddha is superior and Earth Store

Bodhisattva is inferior. Do not have this kind of thought.

Sutra:

Measureless, limitless, inconceivable asamkhyeyas of kalpas have passed since
this good man brought forth the Bodhi resolve. He has been able to cross the sea
of sarvajiia and is complete in merit and virtue. However, relying on his original
vows and power of self-mastery, he manifests expediently in response to the ten

directions.

Commentary:

This is the second part, the specific explanation, which can be divided into two
sections. The first, clarifying the high position, explains in a very straightforward
and clear manner that Earth Store Bodhisattva’s position is very high. The second,
further clarifying the extraordinary causes and conditions, explains that the causes and
conditions of Earth Store Bodhisattva is extraordinary. Currently we are on the first
part of the specific explanation, clarifying the high position.

Measureless, limitless, inconceivable asamkhyeyas of kalpas have passed since
this good man brought forth the Bodhi resolve. It has been more than measureless,
boundless, inconceivable, uncountable numbers (asamkheyas) of eons since this good

man brought forth the Bodhi resolve. $0To be continued
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