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Bow and Repent Sincerely to Avert Disaster

and Invite Auspiciousness

— Dharma Assemblies held at Gold Buddha Monastery

on the seventh month of the lunar calendar, 2015
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By Gold Buddha Monastery
English Translation by Bhikshuni Heng Yi

and Shramanerika Guo He
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The seventh month of lunar calendar is one of the most important months for
Chinese people. During this month, Chinese people from all over the world
(regardless of their religion) would use all possible ways to commemorate their
ancestors and help cross them over. Hence, this month is also known as “the
month of filial piety.” Accordingly, Gold Buddha Monastery holds various
Dharma assemblies, including reciting the Earth Store Sutra, bowing the
Emperor Liangs Repentance and making offering to Devalokas, for five weeks.
With the concerted efforts of monastics and laity, this prayer fills the universe
with positive energy.

During the month of Earth Store dharma assembly, the Dharma Masters
took turns explaining the meaning of the Emperor Liangs Repentance. This
unprecedented act was inspired by the sincere vows of the assembly and in turn
helped them understand the repentance, which was an excellent preparation for
the upcoming Dharma assembly.

Three Bhikshus were hosts to the Emperor Liang's Repentance and Dharma

Master Heng Liang led the ceremony. The atmosphere was pleasing and
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auspicious. During the repentance, Dharma Master Chih talked about the
good old days at Gold Buddha Monastery. She talked about the time when
they forgot the door key while going out for a walk, or fell while running

during the Great Transference of merit during an Amitabha Buddha session.

The stories made younger people smile and bring older disciples into tears.
Some of the older people in the assembly experienced these incidents with
Dharma Master Chih. At night, she lectured on 7he Essential Explanation of
Amitabha Sutra and exhorted the assembly to firmly believe that they will
become a Buddha in the future.

For the next four days during the lunch lecture, Bhikshus Jin Yan and
Jin Xiao spoke about taking refuge with and making offerings to the Triple
Jewel, the importance of the Bodhi Resolve and how to dispel enmity and
resolve animosity. At night, Dharma Master Heng Hing hosted a meditation
Q & A and many people enthusiastically came to join the discussion. During
the last night of discussion, people still longed for more dharma and so they
requested the Dharma Masters to come back and host a Chan Session next
year.

During the Dharma assembly, some people wept while reading the
text and others were filled with joy because they could dispel enmity and
eliminate offenses. These are results from these participants' wholesome
roots and sincere efforts. There are many more responses from these events.
Here are two examples:

There is a couple who are Chinese herbalists and the husband
unfortunately died from a serious tumor. A family friend told the wife to
set up a two-month plaque for her husband at Gold Buddha Monastery.
Not long after that, she dreamt of her husband who came and told her that
his tumor had been cured. He said, “You see!” then taking off the bandage
wrapped around his tumor. The wife asked, “How did it happen?” He said,
“I lived in Gold Buddha Monastery for two months and they cured me.”

On the second day of the Emperor Liang's Repentance, a bhikshu

and his mother enquired at the front desk, “Are there many ghosts at Gold
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Buddha Monastery?” Later we
found out that both of them
were kicked the night before. The
manager said, “Both of you live
on a different floor and the same
thing happened. Could it be that
you forgot to put up a plaque for

one of your relatives?” They both

thought it over and said that they
put up plaques for everyone they
could think of. Then a Dharma Master suggested that if same thing were to
happen again, just talk to the ghosts, “If you need help, please show up or tell me
your name.”

Early next morning, this Bhikshu placed a plaque for his uncle who had passed
away many years ago. Although there were only three days left in the Dharma
assembly, the deceased was still able to receive unlimited benefits from the prayers.

In order for an event to be successful, many conditions need to be met, but the

key point is “sincerity”. Sincerity can make conditions mature and cause what is

impossible to become possible. g






