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The Earth-Store Hall Project at CT'TB
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The former broiler room will be turned into the Earth Store Hall
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(Continued from the front inner cover)

Earth Store Hall’s project coordinator, Priscilla Yeh, gave a talk at CTTB’s
Buddha Hall on August 18" 2015 on the renovation plan. She said that many
years ago the Venerable Master designated this Boiler Room building to be the
futture Earth Store Hall. However, the renovation project did not get off the
ground until recent years. The renovation is being planned now to address a
fairly urgent lack of space, not only during large Dharma assemblies when the
big tent is in use but also during daily evening recitation when the Buddha
Hall is packed.

The renovation plan includes the Earth Store Hall (3,500 square feet),
multi-purpose hall (4,000 square feet) and a mid-hall (2,000 square feet).
In the future, the Earth Store Hall can be used as an overflow space for the
Buddha Hall whenever there is a large Dharma assembly. The Earth Store Hall
can also be used for recitation of the Avatamsaka Sutra in different languages.
During the Chan session, it can be used exclusively for senior meditators. It
can be open at certain hours daily for Buddha’s name recitation as well.

The Multi-purpose Hall can be used as a lecture hall and special events
hall- for DRBU and schools” graduation ceremony, school dramas, concerts,

teacher appreciation banquets, interfaith gathering, Cherishing Youth Booths.
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It can also be used as the Chan Hall for the public at certain hours each
day.

The Mid-hall is an overflow space for the Main Hall and Multi-
purpose Hall. It can also be used as a small lecture hall, conference room,
and classroom for meditation, Tai Chi, or Yoga.

Priscilla Yeh said that the design should be simple, elegant, peaceful,
serene, conducive for spiritual practices, and cost effective. It will use
natural light as much as possible and low maintenance materials. Radiant
floor heating will be used in wintertime due to the very high ceiling.
Good acoustics for chanting is important, so the renovation would aim
at noise reducing and echo suppression.

The Earth Store Hall has a higher elevation than that of the Buddha
Hall, hence, there will be a new stairway between the two halls as well
as a wheelchair access for handicapped. The exterior design of the Earth
Store Hall should preserve as much of the original design features as
possible.

Priscilla Yeh pointed out that renovating an existing building
addresses the immediate need for space during Dharma assemblies and is
the most economical and quickest option. The Earth Store Hall project
is now under design and renovations will start next spring. It is estimated

to be completed by the end of 2016. &

Earth Store Bodhisattva
His Sanskrit name is Ksitigarbha —“Earth Store”. There are ten aspects of the
Earth: it is wide and extensive; it supports all living beings; it is impartial; it receives
the great rain; it produces grasses and trees; it holds all planted seeds; it holds many
treasures; it produces medicines; it is not moved by the blowing wind; and it does
not tremble at the lion’s roar.”

The past vows of Earth Store Bodhisattva are the vows he made in his past
lives—not at the present, because by now he has already fulfilled his vows.

‘What were the vows he made? He vowed:

Until the bells are empty I vow to forgo Buddhahood;
Only when all beings are saved will I then certify to bodhi.

“Hells” refers to all the hells. Anytime the hells are not empty, he will hold off on
becoming a Buddha; only when the hells are completely empty will he become a
Buddha. Now, think about that. How great is the power of that vow?

Earth Store Bodhisattva says, “I will be in the hells to reccive and guide all the
hungry ghosts. For each day that they have not been led from suffering to bliss,
for one more day I will hold off on Buddhahood. The hungry ghosts in the hells
must completely gain deliverance, leave suffering, and attain bliss, and then I will

become a Buddha. #&
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