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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua on August 29, 1981
English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
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You should break attachments and renounce pride’s madness. Separate yourself from
your arrogance, that madness of self-satisfaction. Pride causes you to look down on
everyone. You dare to say, “In the heavens above and on earth below, I alone am
honored!” Wow! You dare to say that among those in the world, you alone are honored,
when in fact Buddhas are the ones honored in the heavens above and on earth below.
You dare to say, “I am, at the very least, number one in this world! In this world and
beyond this world, I alone am honored. I am first and foremost. I am the Westerner
with absolutely the most cultivation. I am the Westerner who works hardest at practice.
I am the Westerner who can eat the most.” Oh? You are the Westerner who knows how
to eat the most? Well, of what use is that? The more you eat the more you eliminate.
There’s nothing extraordinary about that.

Someone may say, “Dharma Master, you speak so coarsely.” Coarse words and
subtle speech all return to the primary meaning. How I speak is not as important as
how you listen. If you are able to listen, then no matter how badly I express myself, you
will hear it as sweet sounds and tones. But if you are unable to listen, then no matter
how well I speak, you will hear it as excrement and dirt, as having no value whatsoever.
So I say what I please. If the heavens come to mind, I talk about the heavens; if the
earth comes to mind, I talk about the earth. I don’t have a script. I am not using notes.

Diligently cultivating no outflows, he achieved the wisdom of all modes. He
was diligent in cultivating no outflows; he needed to get rid of desire and cut through
emotional love. That’s the Dharma door he practiced. Whether we want or do not want

something—both count as desires. Whether we do or do not seck anything—both
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count as desires.

You say, “Not secking anything still counts as a desire?” I say, “You still
have the desire to not seek!” True “not secking” is beyond thought. There
is no thought of seeking and no thought of not seeking. Sweep away all
dharmas; separate from all appearances. That kind of cultivation must be
done diligently. Do not slack off. If you get lazy, problems happen.

Diligently cultivate the Way; diligently cultivate all aspects of wisdom—
especially non-outflow wisdom. When non-outflow wisdom is reached, one
gains the penetration of the ending of outflows. With the penetration of the
ending of outflows, every habit is cut off and ended. You will no longer see

this as incorrect and that as no good.

Everything else is easy to get rid of;

Only the temper is hard to dissolve.

If we truly never ger angry,

We have attained a priceless gem.

If we do not harbor resentment,

Every event will turn out well.

If we never let afflictions arise,

Then we will not suffer the effects of mistakes.
Were we always finding fault with others,

We would fail to end our own suffering.

That’s what it is all about. If you can truly not get angry, you gain an
invaluable jewel. If you are always looking at other’s faults, your own mind
remains discontent. When your mind is discontent, you suffer. When you
experience no happiness, you suffer. Actually, our own nature continually
gives rise to wisdom. But as soon as we look at other’s faults, we are not
using our wisdom; those with wisdom will not place emphasis on others’
inadequacies. Why do we notice others” inadequacies? It is because we are
not smart! If we put on green-tinted glasses, everyone we see will appear to
be green. If we put on red-tinted glasses, everyone we see will appear to be
red. If we put on yellow-tinted glasses, everyone we see will appear to be
yellow. Whatever we have inside will show up outside. External states are
a reflection of the mind and are called upon by our own nature. If I keep
talking so much, I'll be talking until tomorrow!

Renouncing the conditioned, he developed transcendent virtue. Let

go of conditioned dharmas; do not cultivate conditioned dharmas.

All conditioned dharmas,
Avre as dreams, illusions, bubbles, shadows,
As dew drops and flashes of lightning.

You should contemplate them thus!

So renounce them. Let them go. )
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