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Sutra:

At that time, Shakyamuni Buddha said to
Dharma Prince Bodhisattva Mahasattva
Manjushri, “As you regard these Buddhas,
Bodhisattvas, gods, dragons, ghosts, and
spirits from this world and other worlds,
from this land and other lands who
are now gathered in the Trayastrimsha
Heaven, do you know how many of them

there are?”

Commentary:

At that time. What time was that? It
was when each ghost king had arrived at
the Trayastrimsha Heaven to listen to the
Dharma. What are ghost kings? They are
leaders among ghosts. Whether these ghosts
are good or bad, they are transformations
of Bodhisattvas. Do not assume that ghosts
kings are just ghosts. There’s more to ghost
kings than that! These ghost kings made
vows in past lives to teach living beings
using various means. Some ghost kings use
compassion to gather in living beings; some
ghost kings use fierceness to admonish living
beings.

This describes “the two approaches of
admonishment and gathering in”. Some
beings make a commitment to become fully
awakened based on the kindness they receive
from ghost kings. That is an example of using
the approach of gathering in to teach beings.
Some beings make a commitment to become
fully awakened in response to the fierceness
of ghost kings. That is an example of using
the approach of admonishment in teaching
beings. Since we understand that all ghost
kings are transformations of Bodhisattvas,
we realize that among ghost kings none are
fundamentally good or evil.

Where do good and evil come from?
They come from every living being’s karmic
retribution. When living beings’ evil karma
matures, they see Ghost King Evil Eyes; when
living beings’ good karma matures, they see

Ghost King Kind-hearted. Whether the
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karma is good or evil, when it ripens, a change will occur. When evil karma
ripens, it can turn into good karma; when good karma ripens, sometimes it
can turn into evil karma. If we cultivate according to Buddhism, we won’t
be turned by good or evil karma. We will only gravitate toward good karma;
we won't gravitate toward evil karma. We won’t go down the wrong path
and end up at the mountain of knives, the vat of boiling oil, and the tree of
swords.

Why do we study the Buddhadharma? It is our intent to rearrange the
universe—to bring down the heavens and uproot the earth; to break through
heaven and earth. What does it mean to “break through heaven and earth”?
Heaven represents our good karma; earth represents our evil karma. We
need to turn the good and evil karma of heaven and earth back so we can
travel the good path instead of the bad path. If we can do that, then the evil
ghost kings would be rendered powerless and the good ghost kings would be
unemployed. Since they would have no work to do, they could retire.

I am very unhappy with recorders during my sutra lectures. Why?
Because the recorder is at work, some of my disciples have decided to rely on
it and have become lazy. No one is taking his own notes anymore. Before,
everyone paid close attention and kept notes—Ilots of notes written very
clearly. When they write things down, they are able to remember them
clearly. But now no one takes notes. When they should be listening, people
are not paying attention; after they look at the text, they forget it. Soon
enough they return everything I said to me, forcing me into retirement. As
to ghost kings, they become useless whether they are good ghosts or evil
ghosts; and as for me, this Dharma Master, I'm no use too.

So I still cannot allow the good ghosts and bad ghosts to retire. If they
have no work, then I also will be out of job—I won’t have Sutras to explain.
If no one lectures and no one listens, then what is the point of being a
Dharma Master? That can’t be right, can it? No, it is better that we all don’t
retire. That would be the best.

Shakyamuni Buddha said to Dharma Prince Bodhisattva Mahasattva
Manjushri. Bodhisattva Manjushri is also called “Bodhisattva Wonderful
Virtue” and “Bodhisattva Wonderful Auspiciousness”. Why is he called
“Wonderful Virtue? It is because when he was born, ten auspicious signs
occurred: 1. Bright light filled the entire room; 2. Sweet dew pervaded the
parlor; 3. Seven gems welled forth from the earth; 4. Hidden treasuries
magically opened up; 5. Chickens gave birth to phoenixes; 6. Pigs gave birth
to dragons; 7. Horses gave birth to unicorns; 8. Cows gave birth to white zai
(a divine animal); 9. The grains in silos turned to gold; 10. Elephants became
six-tusked. Because theses ten inconceivable wonders occurred at his birth,
he is named “Wonderful Virtue”; because these ten events that occurred at
his birth were auspicious omens, he is named “Wonderful Auspiciousness”.

Actually this Bodhisattva is already not a Bodhisattva. What is he? He
is 2 Buddha. In the past, he became a Buddha named Superior Venerated

Dragon-Seed King.

s To be continued
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