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Compiled and translated by Bridget Lim

Dharma Lectures at ITI
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In 1991, Venerable Master Hua established the International Translation
Institute (ITT) in Burlingame. It is near San Francisco International Airport
and formally was a bank. The Venerable Master gave many Dharma talks
at ITT for disciples in the San Francisco Bay Area as well as disciples from
southern California who would travel overnight by chartered bus to come
and listen to the Dharma.

After Venerable Master Hua entering Parinirvana in 1995, the resident
monks of ITT delivered Dharma lectures from time to time. Starting early
2010, Sutra lectures have been given every Friday evening from 7:45 to 8:45
PST at ITT. These lectures are open to the public on-site and on-line (www.
wondrousdharma.org) in real time.

Qin De and Qin Xin who have been coming for the Sutra lectures said
that they first learned about the Friday evening lectures at ITT in 2010. It
was a pleasant surprise, “Because I'TT is conveniently located in Burlingame.
For most people who live in the San Francisco Peninsula area, it is within a
very reasonable driving distance. The Dharma Master spends a lot of time
and effort in preparing the lectures. He started with the Vzjra Sutra in early
2010, followed by the Heart Sutra in June 2011. The current lecture on the
Sixth Patriarch Sutra was started in July 2011. Recently, at the beginning
of every lecture, the Dharma Master also added a paragraph from the
Wonderful Dharma Lotus Flower Sutra as well.”

They continued, “Sutra study is not the only subject during this one
hour lecture time. The Dharma Master will answer questions raised by

listeners in great detail or cover special subjects based on the occasion for
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the week. For example, during the week of Shakyamuni Buddha’s
birthday, the lecture covered the subject of bathing the Buddha, with
quotes from Shr Fu on the significance of the festival to bathe the
Buddha, and a story about nine dragons bathing the Buddha when
he was born. Today, most people are living in a fast-paced and hectic
world. For us, it is a great way to end a busy week by tuning in to
the lectures. We thank ITI and Dharma Master for providing us with
such a great place to learn about the Buddha’s Dharma and practice.
Veronica Chan said, “I can listen to the lecture from anywhere in
the world. Besides, I can listen to past lectures from the archive. The
Sutra was written in the classical style, but the Dharma Master uses a
very straightforward style with examples to help us understand. When
we have questions we can post it on the website, and the Dharma
Master will give us a detailed and helpful answer. The Dharma Master
is very compassionate; he spends a lot of effort to make it possible for
us to listen to the lectures, to obtain information from the website,

and arranges meaningful activities on Saturday afternoons.”

Saturday Afternoon Activities at I'TI

The Saturday afternoon activities started in 2012 at the request
of Qin Da who works in Silicon Valley. Talking about the reason for
the request, Qin Da said, “Because of the distance and a demanding
schedule, we could only go to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas a
few times a year, usually attending a few days of some of the major
events like the week-long Guan Yin and Amitabha recitation sessions.
In 2011, we were asked to deliver books to ITTI after having attended
a few days of the Ten Thousand Buddhas’ Repentance. That was
my first time coming to ITI, and we have been coming here every
Saturday since then.

That summer evening when we came to ITT to deliver the books
for the first time, the Dharma Master greeted us and let us go inside
the Buddha hall, where Shr Fu once taught, to pay our respects to the
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas as well as Shr Fu. The place is special; we
felt at ease and peaceful immediately when we entered the Buddha
hall. The thought that entered my mind was that we should be there
so we asked Dharma Master if there were any regular sessions being
held at ITT that we could attend. It turned out that the Dharma
Master was giving weekly Dharma talks and would soon be speaking
on the Sixth Patriarch Sutra every Friday evening. Because of our
work schedule, we were not able to attend the Dharma talk. Instead
we made a request with the Dharma Master to start an afternoon
session on Saturday so we could come regularly. The rest is history.
I'TT has given us a place for retreat from the nonstop activity of Silicon

Valley where we can get away for a stretch of three hours and cultivate
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in a spiritual environment. It helps to keep us grounded while we live in a
hectic environment that makes it easy to lose sight of the true meaning of life.”

Bridget Lim said that when ITI first started its Saturday program, the
activity focused mainly on Greatr Compassion repentance, meditation and
Dharma discussion. She said, “Since I work in one of the highly stressful
professions, I feel that the Saturday program has helped me survive in such
environment. ITI held a 7hree-Thousand Buddhas Repentance session last
Thanksgiving. It was the very first time ITT had a session that is longer than
one day since I joined. We were all very sincere and able to complete the
repentance sessions smoothly.

The couplet by Shr Fu at the front entrance of ITT says: “ Venerable
Kumarajiva translated Sutras for the past seven Buddhas and crossed over
myriads of people to leave the sea of suffering; Great Master Xuan Zang
requested Buddhadharma on behalf of the general public and helped living
beings get reborn in the blissful land.” This couplet reflects the exceptional
accomplishments of two Great Masters in ancient times —Dharma Master
Xuan Zang and Dharma Master Kumarajiva. The former requested Dharma
for people, and the latter translated the Dharma for Buddhas. They both
took on immense tasks to help living beings to end their suffering. Similar in
magnitude, our Shr Fu could hardly master the language of the west, yet was
able to establish the City of Ten Thousand Budhas, as well as many other Way
Places in the West to help cross over numerous beings. His accomplishments
are no less significant than any Great Masters of the past. By the sight and
spirit of the couplet standing in front of IT1, I have no doubt that more and
more people will come to experience it and carry on the can-do spirit of the
Great Masters of the past.”

Jenny Chen said, “I have a wonderful experience at ITI because I finally
found a place to go and cultivate besides my home in Millbrae. Also, I love
the communication in English. The Dharma Master prays in English so I
can relate to the Buddha’s Dharma more and understand the meaning of it.
Most of all I love the people who go to I'TI because they are very friendly and
everyone treats each other with respect just like brothers and sisters.”

Qin Fa said, “On Christmas of 2013, I was introduced to ITT by two
Dharma brothers whom I'd known for some time. At I'TT, I recite the Buddha’s
name with all the Dharma brothers led by the Dharma Master every Saturday.
I feel that this place is filled with loving kindness and compassion. Everyone
respects each other. I feel as if my internal lamp of wisdom is lit surrounded
by the sound of the Buddha’s name recited by the assembly in the Buddha
hall. Each step they take is steady and flows harmoniously alternating.... left
and right foot.. Their mind is just like their steps—peaceful and calm. At this
place along with the chanting of the Buddha’s name, I am learning the way
to wisdom.”

According to the Dharma Master, the weekly Friday lecture is open to the

public and available to on-line listeners, both in the USA and anywhere in the
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world, on real time or available in archive. Presently on-going commentary
is on a passage of the Wonderful Dharma Lotus Flower Sutra followed by
the weekly Dharma postings or answering questions before explaining
passages of the Sixth Patriarchs Sutra. The emphasis is on insight, practice
and how they apply to our daily life in today’s environment such as the
office workplace. Topics on the weekly Dharma postings are wide ranging;
there are about forty followers to the weekly Dharma postings. Harnessing
today’s web power, the lecture is attended by listeners in New York, and in
Hong Kong, Malaysia and Singapore. Those in Asia do so in their Sunday
mornings yet their participation is no different than those attending in
person, because they are able to listen in and see the Powerpoint presentation
as the lecture progresses in real-time. Listeners do ask for more clarification
which is shared during the lecture.

Saturday afternoon activities focus on practicing Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s
Dharma doors. There is a selected repentance text, presently focusing on the
Three Thousand Buddhas repentance, interspersed with brief Dharma talks
to explain the ceremony, encourage practice or draw attention to pertinent
principles in the Universal Door Chapter and Grear Compassion Repentance.
There are also the three Mantras, Chan and Pure Land practice. We do
conduct Dharma talks on Saturdays but only on request.

“Wondrous Dharma Periodical’ can be subscribed at the website or
read on-line, available in the archives. This periodical presently features
explanations on the Shurangama Sutra, the Wonderfil Dharma Flower Sutra,
the Great Compassion Dharani Sutra and running lessons on “Buddhism
Made Easy” and “Meditation Simplified” and a verse on insights. Although
itis in English and there is an open invitation to have it translated into other

languages. &





