Sudhana Center—DRBU’s New Campus in Downtown Ukiah
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In June 2015, DRBA completed the purchase of an educational facility
just a few blocks from downtown Ukiah, California, and about 3 miles
West of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas in Talmage, CA. While the
DRBU undergraduate and graduate programs will remain located within
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, the new location will be invaluable
for offering classes and short-term retreats to those interested in learning
about Buddhism and deepening their cultivation.

Continuing Venerable Master Hsuan Huas vision of bringing
Buddhism to the West, the new campus will offer many classes and
meditation retreats, primarily in English, to interested practitioners who
grew up in the US, Canada, and Europe, and came to Buddhism as adults.
There are also plans to support a local artist community devoted to the
creation of Buddhist art and music. The new property encompasses five
acres and includes buildings which contain a Buddha Hall, classrooms,
dormitories, conference rooms, an auditorium, a small gym, a dining hall,
and an art studio.

The property was most recently known as Trinity School until 2009,
but has over the past hundred years been a refuge for young people
and a center for education in the town of Ukiah under three different
organizations. It was originally established as a Day School for local
Catholic children by nuns of the Dominican order in 1903. A year
after opening the school, they realized that there was a local need for an
orphanage and accepted 23 boys to live in the school and named it the
Albertinum. In 1923, they also began to accept girls. The school was later
transferred to Trinity Youth Services, a private company, who ran the
school from the mid-1980s till 2009.

The local Ukiah community has been very supportive of the
establishment of a Dharma Realm Buddhist University branch campus

close to downtown. When the first community meeting was held in 2014
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to introduce DRBU’s intentions for the site, nearly 100 people attended
the neighborhood meeting and expressed strong support. Several
attendees asked to be informed about upcoming events and meditation
classes once the new center is open.

In a brief ceremony on July 6%, 2015, Dr. Susan Rounds, the
President of Dharma Realm Buddhist University, transferred the crucifix
in the existing chapel on the property to Father Alvin Villaruel of St. Mary
of the Angels Catholic Church in Ukiah. Bhikshu Jin Chuan, Father
Bijou, David Rounds, Professor Emeritus Ron Epstein, Ocean Epstein,
Mrs. Cheng, James Roberts, Howard Zevely, and Adam Randall
from the Ukiah Daily Journal were also present to witness the
occasion. Dr. Robert Werra, the school’s physician for fifty-five years,
also attended the ceremony and gave a moving speech, sharing his
experiences witnessing the transformation of students. He expressed
gratitude that the former Trinity school “will continue to be a place of

refuge and education”.

The editor of the Ukiah Daily Journal wrote the following
editorial which was published in the Ukiah Daily Journal on July
19, 2015:

We appreciate the sincerity and thoughtfulness behind the donation
of the old crucifix from Trinity School chapel to St. Mary of the Angels
Catholic Church by the Dharma Realm Buddhist University. The
donation comes as the Buddhists are getting ready to take over the old
Trinity campus and use it for their own university classes...

It also gives us an opportunity to say how much we appreciate the
City of 10,000 Buddhas and all the good work they do in our town,
including being a one-of-a-kind center for Buddhist studies that draws
thousands of people to our community each year...

We are very excited that the Dharma Realm Buddhist University
bought the old Trinity school campus and will be continuing its
educational tradition. We think having world class teaching in the
downtown area of our city can only be a good thing.

Finally, we are buoyed by the thought that people coming from such
different faiths easily and without a lot of fanfare, came together in a
simple act of kindness. A lovely thing.”

Around 40 DRBA members went to the new property for purifying
boundaries ceremony on August 16. Dharma Master Heng Liang led
the group reciting Grear Compassion Mantra in unison for an hour. The
Buddha Hall, Classrooms, Gymnasium, Administrative Building, Men’s
Dorm, Women’s Dorm, Dining Hall, and kitchen were all purified.

A short schedule of classes will be offered starting in Fall 2015 with
the intention to expand offerings over the next couple of years to offer
yearlong classes and retreats. Bhikshuni Heng Chih will be among the
first teachers to offer classes in the new space. The new classes will be
announced on the DRBU website: www.drbu.org. Interested participants

will also be able to register there. g
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