Dharma Realm Buddhist University (DRBU) held the Fall 2015 Student Orientation
from August 17% to 19 and the Convocation on the morning of August 18". Dharma
Master Heng Liang, DRBU Dean of Student Affairs, said that last year, at DRBU’s
first Convocation for students entering programs, this room was about half full. This
year it is kind of bursting and by next year, at this rate of growth, we hope that we will

have a much bigger facility for many more students.
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Dharma Master Heng Liang said, “Last spring we also saw DRBU’s first
graduating class in Master of Arts in Buddhist Classics, 80 percent of the
students of that cohort graduated successfully. My wish for you students here
today is that all of you successfully graduate so that we can have 100 percent
from your respective degree programs at DRBU.” The theme for this year’s
orientation is Entering the Dharma Realm. It is also the name of the longest
chapter of the longest text of the Mahayana Buddhist Canon, the Avatamsaka
Sutra. This chapter tells the story of Sudhana who represents all spiritual
seckers as well as all seekers of learning, of knowledge, of wisdom, and of
understanding,.

Dharma Master Heng Liang said, “Some of these qualities of Sudhana are
sincerity, vitality, earnestness, clarity of purpose, curiosity, courage, openness,
reverence, kindness, gratitude, purity of heart, joy in learning. The extent
to which we are able to find the human qualities that he embodies within
ourselves will determine the extent to which we are able to discover and learn
and grow.”

DRBU President Susan Rounds pointed out that this year brings much

that is new to DRBU: Last spring we celebrated the opening of the renovated
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Women’s dormitory building. In June we celebrated the graduation of
the first students of our new Masters Program in Buddhist Classics. On
Sunday, we purified the boundaries of the DRBU Sudhana Center in
downtown Ukiah. She recalled the day in the early 1980’s when they
were preparing the document that would allow DRBU to be approved
by the State of California. They were rushing to meet a deadline and
hurried in to show the Master what they were sending off. The Master
told them, “You people don’t know how to think big!” Susan Rounds

said, “I think we are thinking bigger now, and I know that any success

we are having at DRBU is because we are being carried on the river of
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the vows and virtue of the Venerable Master.”

B~ 2BIRE - DOREMZIEES) o W DRBU Dean of Academics Martin Verhoeven encouraged students
E—EEHARYE T BEN - DS - B L to explore and discover their true nature. He quoted Socrates, Laozi,
&M E IR BB IHEYRRLG - & the story of Sudhana’s search, and the poems of Ralph Waldo Emerson

and T. S. Eliot. He said, “Murkiness leads to clarity.
Sudhana’s search leads right back to where he began.
The clarity is right there within the murkiness.”

The DRBU orientation included meditation, a
seminar, dinner gathering, campus tour and other
events and activities. This new semester has started
off on an energetic note by jogging and hiking on
Wonderful Enlightenment Mountain on Friday and
Saturday of the first week of school. g
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