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Professor Weijen Teng visits
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Professor Weijen Teng, Assistant Professor at the Department of Buddhist
Studies and Chief of Office of International Affairs at Dharma Drum Institute
of Liberal Arts in Taiwan, visited Dharma Realm Buddhist University at the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas and DRBU’s branch at Berkeley in August. He
also had an opportunity to sit in on Dr. Martin Verhoven’s class on Buddhist
hermeneutics. Class discussion that day was about Ashvagosha Bodhisattva’s
Buddhacarita, and Dr. Teng was very impressed by the enthusiastic discourse
in the classroom.

Dr. Teng said that the curriculum at DRBU emphasizes the importance
of learning the Buddhadharma and is not limited to academic scholarship.
Classes are discussion-based, and professors lead students in reading
and forming dialogues with sutra text, encouraging students to think
independently. This is very different from the pure explanatory approach
that most Buddhist academies adopt.

Dr. Teng, who earned his doctorate at Harvard University, says that there
are fewer such classes at Dharma Drum Institute of Liberal Arts because Asian
students are not as accustomed to critical thought and tend to form fewer
questions when reading sutras. On the other hand, DRBU has a substantial
amount of Western students, who grew up in Western modes of thought and
thus readily participate in discussion-based classes.

Dr. Teng noticed DRBU uses many English Sutra translations for
curriculum, and classes are frequently held in English. He hopes that some
students at the Dharma Drum Institute for Liberal Arts can come to DRBU
for interim study. He believes that in the future, these students will be able
to aid in the propagation of the Buddhadharma in the West. At the moment,
Dharma Drum Institute for Liberal Arts coordinates exchange programs
with Temple University and UC Berkeley’s Graduate Theological Union. Dr.
Teng hopes that they will be able to set up exchange programs with DRBU
as well. &
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