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After Dr. Akpinar, the former president of Dharma Realm
Buddhist University (DRBU) retired in the spring of 2014,
Susan Rounds officially became the new president of DRBU in
the fall of 2014.

Susan was born in New York, and her father worked for the
federal government. Both of her parents were avid volunteers and
enjoyed serving the community. From a young age, she aspired
to become a teacher, which was met with much encouragement
from her parents. In her teens, she attended Lutheran church
services with much enthusiasm. However, her personal
philosophy was “Do it because it’s the right thing to do,” not
“Do it to gain salvation and avoid punishment.” Consequently,
her experiences in church were unable to eradicate the doubts
and confusion in her mind or give her the answers that she
wanted.

Susan graduated from Wellesley College in 1962, which,

coincidentally, was the same year the Venerable Master traveled
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from Hong Kong to the United States to propagate the Dharma.
However, she did not meet the Venerable Master until fourteen
years later. After graduation, she went on to obtain a Master’s
degree in education at Harvard University and began her career
in teaching at kindergartens and elementary schools in New
York. In 1972, her husband David Rounds (also known as Guo
Chou) took refuge with the Venerable Master. They moved from
New York to California the following year in order to be closer to
him. As she agreed with the principle and practice of not killing,
she became a vegetarian and came to realize the health benefits of
a vegetarian diet.

In 1975, Susan took the three refuges and five precepts
under the guidance of the Venerable Master, and concentrated
her practice on the dharma door of Guan Yin Recitation. At the
time, she was studying for a doctorate in Language and Reading
Development at UC Berkeley. After DRBA bought the land that
was to become the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, she and her
husband were some of the first lay families to move to the City
in 1978.

Susan was one of the founding board members of Instilling
Goodness and Developing Virtue Schools, and served as
consultant to the principal. After DRBU was founded, she and
Dharma Master Heng Chih established the curriculum together
with several other people. In 1987, David Rounds’ parents moved
to Ukiah permanently, and in order to take better care of them,
David, Susan and their son Nathaniel moved to a house just
outside of the gate of CTTB to live with his parents. Beginning
in 1988, Susan served as the Director of the Ukiah Center of
Dominican College for twelve years and was responsible for the
Teaching Credential Program.

Susan began working with DRBU again two years ago when
she was asked to help with the two new degree programs: a
Bachelor’s degree in Liberal Arts and a Master’s degree in Buddhist
Classics. of classical texts which the students read and discuss
in small seminar classes. Currently, DRBU is in the process of
accreditation. The faculty and staff are all working very hard to
prepare the university for this accreditation visit.

Looking back, she remembers that as the director of the
Ukiah Center of the Dominican College, although she had
many part-time subordinates helping her, she had to make many
decisions and take responsibilities by herself. But now, as the
president of DRBU, though she still has administrative decisions
to make, there are many of the Venerable Master’s senior disciples
here whom she can work with. She says: “I no longer feel that I
am working by myself; being in a community with people that

share the Venerable Master’s vision makes me very happy.” #
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