wRRE

The Analects of Confucius

P~ Bl E
Lectures by the Venerable Master Hua
English translation by Yong Wei Kwong and Liew Yen Chong

(continued)

T b A

DHARMA TALk DHARMA RAIN riﬁ B E M

(+=)FB8 : TEELIEERET - @
B 7 NEELUSRRE - iEd < |

EEEflTE > T RELERE AR
Fo A LR AR AR LS
A > B (TR R 2 —E A
GHME -

1S5 W E R BB AT - 1235
—E MBS TERE - ANRA E (MR
ah o BRI —ER AT ERE - A
ME LA TSR ARG - &
EANESE -

AR TEER > IRERAIK
- A B BEGMMIZ - R H
FREOL - IRFE S LA (A [F] 0 2
A AT DL M S RE - A i P

18] EMIERE —Oo—RENS

Chapter 4: Living in a Benevolent Neighborhood

(13) The Master said, “Is it possible to govern a state on the basis of civility
and deference? What difficulty is there? If it is not possible to manage state
affairs by promoting civility and deference, then what purposes do the rites

and rituals serve?”

In the first part, Confucius said, “Is it possible to govern a state on the basis
of civility and deference? What difficulty is there?” If we are able to administer
a state by means of civility and deference, what problems can there be? For sure,
there will be no problems at all. “Civility” and “deference” are two very important
issues that are similar to a set of rules. If we possess a set of rules and guidelines,
then running the country will definitely be a breeze. What is the difference
between human beings and animals? It is just that human beings observe the rules
of etiquette whereas animals do not. For example, Confucius once said, “Providing
for one’s parents does not just mean giving them food.” If you do not show them
any respect, then how is it different from raising animals? Animals know how to
support their parents too but they do not have any sense of respect and do not

observe any rules of etiquette.
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Venerable Master: How do animals support their parents?

Disciple: They give them food.

Venerable Master: What sorts of animals give food to their parents?

Disciple: I don’t know.

Venerable Master: If you don’t know, then how can you explain it in
that way? That quote refers to people who merely provide food for their
parents to sustain their lives and consider it as filialicy. Well, you can raise
animals in the same way just by giving them food, so does it mean you are
filial to the animals too?

Disciple: People differ from animals because they attach importance to
the rites. If we don’t employ the rites to govern the country, what meaning
would they have? The rites and rituals are just like the laws and regulations.

Venerable Master: The reason that human beings differ from animals is
because the former have manners whereas the latter do not. For example, the
foreign tribes living on the borders of ancient China were very uncouth and
barbaric. Among themselves, they did not even greet each other and had no
manners at all.

Deference (5% rang) means ‘not contending’. When you do not contend
with others, you defer or yield to others. Civility (& l1) means ‘not being
greedy’. If you are able to refrain from greed, then you are in accord with the
rites and are well-mannered. The moment you are greedy, it will show on
your facial features and that is called bad manners. Being civil also means ‘not
being selfish’ and treating others with respect. There is a saying: “A person
who respects others will be respected by everyone; a person who loves others
will be loved by everyone.” If you do not respect others, then people will also
not respect you. This is cause and effect.

By being deferential and not contending, the sage-king Yao yielded all
the land under Heaven to Shun. In other words, he gave away the entire
kingdom to him. Similarly, Boyi and Shuqi declined to be state rulers and
left after giving up the empire to somebody else. All these are examples of
deference, which is one of the fundamental aspects of ‘not contending’. To
refrain from contending is to yield to others. One does not contend with
anyone regardless of who it is. Why is the world so chaotic? It is because of
contention. And where is its origin? It is right inside people’s minds. As soon
as a person’s mind gives rise to contention, he will not defer or yield to others.

Now, why is it that people’s minds give rise to contention? It is due to
selfishness, which drives them to contend with others. Whether it is fighting
for name and fame, position and status, power and prestige, or benefits and
advantages, these are all different forms of contention. As long as you are
fighting over something, you will not yield to others. The moment you get
involved in any contention, the world is plunged into great chaos. Where

does the contention first arise? It all begins in your own mind.

s To be continued
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