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: The Baring store in 1946-1947. Dharma
. Master Heng Lai's childhood residence,

i also the spot where Ven. Master Hua

: stopped to find a location for establishing
¢ alocal Buddhist monastery.
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* History of Snow Mountain Monastery

In 1985, Dharma Master Lai and the former Dharma Master Heng Chau
drove through east Washington State with the Venerable Master to find
a suitable place for building a monastery, but they did not find anything
suitable. Traveling west along Interstate 2, they passed through the Cascade
Mountain region, drove through Steven’s Pass, and arrived at the small
towns of Skykomish and Baring. Suddenly, the Venerable Master became
very interested and told them to stop so that he could look around. They
stopped at the Baring Store, which, incidentally, was Dharma Master Lai’s
birthplace and the former home of his family.

The Venerable Master said that this place was very auspicious and that a
place for cultivation ought to be built here. After much searching, in 1986,
they finally bought a 27-acre piece of land near the banks of the intersections
of the Skykomish and Miller Rivers containing three two-story buildings.
The Venerable Master named it Snow Mountain Monastery. He visited this
monastery only once and concluded that this location was alright, but they
should keep looking for a better place.

The main building out of the three was remodeled in 1970. After we
purchased it, its second story housed the Buddha Hall, Patriarch Hall, library,
and a single living space. The first story contained the dining hall, kitchen,
more living spaces, and a bathroom. The other two buildings were quite run
down and after some repair, became the men’s and women’s dorms. In 1994,
someone offered a 12-foot tall statue of Guan Yin Bodhisattva holding a vase
which also served as a fountain. They put the Guan Yin statue in front of
the wooden Chan Hall. Many people hold precious memories of cultivating,
doing community work, and chopping firewood at the old Snow Mountain
Monastery amidst the rumbling trains in the depths of the mountains.

Due to the river’s diversion, Snow Mountain Monastery is threatened
with the possibility of flooding every year. In January of 2009, the heavy
snow caused electric poles to collapse, which escalated into a large fire that
decimated the main buildings. The monastery was immediately thrown into

disarray and was no longer recognizable. On the other hand, this incident
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: The Chan hall of the old Snow Mountain Monastery in 2007 when
. a round-the-clock Buddha's name recitation session was held.

turned the Venerable Master’s reminder to find a better place into a

rather dire need.
* The New Snow Mountain Monastery

After searching for two years, the new Snow Mountain Monastery
was bought in 2011 near the town of Index, in a small valley at the north
side of the Skykomish River. This 10-acre piece of land is surrounded
by mountains and has picturesque scenery, a peaceful environment,
and ample sunshine. The Guan Yin statue was also moved here and
placed in a wooden pavilion built by the laypeople, never to be exposed
to the elements again.

The new Snow Mountain Monastery continues to hold various
Dharma assemblies and other events. The first 3-day Buddha recitation
session was held in 2013, and other than people from Seattle, about
20 Dharma Masters and laypeople drove down from Avatamsaka
Monastery in Calgary, Canada, to attend. In 2014, laypeople donated
three statues carved based on the three sages of Tiantai Mountain’s
Guoqing Monastery of the Tang dynasty: Great Master Fenggan along
with Hanshan and Shide. The three nine-foot tall granite statues came
all the way from China and have now been installed on Sages and
Worthies Road in the mountain.

Although the new place is very suitable for cultivation, the location
only has a single domed two-story building, which was originally
intended for family getaways and cannot hold too many people.
Consequently, tents are required for major Dharma assemblies so that
there is enough room for practicing, eating and even sleeping. To solve
this problem, plans for expansion are now under way.

As we remember the old Snow Mountain Monastery back in 1986
and how it has changed, we need everyone’s efforts and contributions
in building the new expansion. Only with the mindset of practicing
what is difficult to practice and doing what is difficult to do will the
work be finished quickly and be of benefit to people and propagate the
Dharma. &
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