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(continued)

Children’s Education Based on Classical Texis
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Impromptu English Translation by Michael Lu

Since classical texts are simple and eternal, if we wish to understand
other civilizations, or even all of humanity, then we must look at and
deeply understand all the classical texts of all civilizations, because that
is the only way we can have a complete overview of all the different
aspects of all civilizations. In this way, we can develop a positive outlook
on life and realize the vision of world peace. That is why there is a
Chinese idiom which says, “excellence in both character and learning,”
because with a solid background in classical texts one can have good
morals and good character. At the same time, one will develop right
knowledge and right wisdom to succeed and excel in one’s academic
learning. This is the fundamental principle as well as the highest goal
of education based on learning and memorizing classical texts.

So how do we apply this? Well, we must seize the right time, and
when implemented it so that the child receives the best education.
As for the method, it should be natural, simple and effective. It
should help the child develop his knowledge. That is why the point of
education at its most basic level is to use the right method at the right

time and place to teach the child the right content.
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So when do we start education? When a new life is able to
receive education, that is the right time. When a baby or a fetus
is formed in the womb marks the beginning of the moment.
So that is the time when we start education. And what is the
content? We must provide the most beneficial content. As we
said before, this refers to classical texts or classical knowledge, so
that is the content.

What is the method? We must use what the baby can accept
and what we can teach with effectively. The method in this case
is listening, because a baby in the womb can perceive sounds.
But we must provide the correct sounds. What kinds of sounds?
There are two options: the first is the genuine music of human
world; and the second kind is the recitation of classical texts. The
first kind refers to the music composed by outstanding talents
which is the sounds of nature, of heaven and earth. Before a
fetus has absorbed unwholesome influences, we must feed it the
most beautiful music because they feel this is the best and it
will develop their brains. So whether one is intelligent or not
depends on prenatal education. Listening to the recitation of
Chinese classical texts will help develop their character as well,
since classical texts are documented wisdom. Additionally, the
human voice can also help to develop the baby’s brain. From the
moment the baby can perceive sounds, we start feeding it with
these sounds.

Since the fetus in the womb does not have many choices, we
can have it listen to these sounds at any and all times. According
to prevalent ideologies on prenatal education, we don’t have to
worry about whether this fetus understand what it listens to,
because it will have far reaching effects in the future. Therefore,
prenatal education is very simple: we let the fetus listen to either
classical music or the recitation of classical texts.

The music referred to above can be played by parents using
instruments or they can recite the classical texts. However, in the
modern age, we have the mp3 player, and two mp3 players are
all we need to nurture a prodigy. Carry on with this even after
the baby is born, especially before the baby turns three years old;
let him or her to listen to classical music as well as the recitation
of classical texts. There are many experts who can tell us what
is classical music, but what about classical texts? Well, we shall
start with the highest types of wisdom and go from there. If
you are Chinese parents, you should let your children listen to
the recitation of Chinese classical texts. You should start with
the Analects of Confucius, Mencius, the Great Learning and the
Doctrine of the Mean. After that you can let your baby listen to
the Book of Change, the Book of Odes, Laozi and Zhuangzi.

2 To be continued





