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A Talk by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua during the 1973 Chan Session
English Translation by Lotus Lee

Five years ago, I said that American Buddhism would blossom, and now five lotuses have bloomed [alluding to the five American
disciples who first entered monastic life under the Venerable Master’s guidance]. Starting with these five, in the future there will
be thousands and millions of lotuses, an uncountable number of them. Today, even more lotuses have bloomed. How many will
there be ? Not even I know.

Five years ago, everyone said there would be an earthquake in San Francisco, but I told all of you that this would not happen.
In addition, I said that earthquakes are a small problem. I might be able take care of it; however, for the bigger ones, I probably
won't be able to deal with them.

How would I deal with it? By asking them to move elsewhere, having an earthquake in the east move to the west and vice
versa, or having an earthquake in the south move to the north and vice versa. If you do not believe me, just read the “Flower

Adornment Sutra.” It says very clearly:

One can enter samadhi in the east and come out in the west;
Enter samadhi in the south and come out in the north,

Enter samadhi in the zenith and come out in the nadir.”

I said, “As long as I am in San Francisco, I will not allow earthquakes to occur here.” Most people would not dare to make
such an audacious statement, but since I am not the most sensible person, I said it anyway. On Monday, I will be going to New
York, and if you don’t want an earthquake, you should come to the monastery to attend the sutra lectures and participate in
Dharma assemblies often. If you are sincere, the city of San Francisco will always be peaceful. We can dedicate the merit from
the sutra lecture in the hopes that nothing bad will happen to this place. In our Avatamsaka Sutra lectures, we've already finished
talking about the preface and are now moving on to the actual sutra text.

I am very happy today because it is the New Year, and I shouldn’t be unhappy on such a day. I'm sure all of you are very
happy too. I hope that you will all work hard to propagate the Buddhadharma to the entire world so that everyone will attain
Buddhahood soon. Don’t wait for others! When it comes to attaining Buddhahood, don’t hold back or wait for others to go first.

Whoever wants to become a Buddha first is very welcome to do so. &
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