A Talk by Bhikshuni Heng Yuan at the CT'TB Buddha Hall on May 7, 2015

My Father
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Every time I have an opportunity to bow this
repentance for the past few years, I think about
my father because he passed awayeight years ago
during the Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance.

In my mind, my father was a very honest
person. He was from Vietnam. His name was
Thi Do. He was in the army during the Vietnam
War and he was usually ordered to go to watch
over towns and cities. He used to fly the jet plane
during the war. At night it was usually very boring
so he and his soldier buddies would gamble a lot
and they would drink and smoke. He used to
pride himself that he was very healthy. When
other people would get drunk after five bottles
of beer or wine, he could take up to twice that
amount and still not be drunk. Later, when North
Vietnam took over South Vietnam, he escaped to
America.

The first home I had was in Southern
California, close to L.A., it was a very small
apartment. My father had a room specially
dedicated as a Buddha Hall. He decorated his
alter very simply, it was a very tall standing closet,
there was one picture of Shakyamuni Buddha
in a golden frame and underneath it was a small

incense burner. It was extremely simple. In my
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When I serve my parents in filiality,
I vow that sentient beings.

Will serve the Buddhas skillfully,
And protect and nourish everything.

HEENF GG AE EFN KA

I vow that sentient beings.
Will be able to renounce everything,
Without any love or attachment in their minds.

EHPE G A — R R T F

In taking refuge with the Buddha,
I vow that sentient beings.

Will perpetuate the Buddhas’ lineage,
And bring forth the unsurpassed resolve.
BERAR M AR L BIEHE F A ER

memory, he was always very ill and not
at all like what he said when he was
younger. He was always bowing in that
Buddha Hall. I never asked him if he
thought of anything when he bowed or
if he recited the Buddha’s name when he
bowed. I just remembered he bowed a
lot.

After school, I played with my sister.
I remember my mother was always very
stern, telling us to keep quiet because my
father was resting and he was very sick.
When we played we got a little noisy
and my mother would be very upset.

Many years later my father told me
that he had something wrong with his
liver and he had gone to see a doctor. The
doctor told him it was because when he
was young he drank too much alcohol
and his lungs weren’t good too from all
the cigarettes he smoked. The doctor
had told him he only had two weeks to
live. If he rested a lot he might be able to
live a little longer. My father went home
and all he did was bow. After two weeks
of bowing, he went back to the doctor.
The doctor was very surprised and said
that he wasn’t very sick anymore. I don't
know when my father started believing
in the Buddhadharma, we hadnt
encountered Dharma Realm Buddhist
Association (DRBA) yet, but he had
more faith in the Buddhadharma from
that time on.

Every Sunday my father started
taking my family — my mother, my sister
and I went to many different Vietnamese
way places in Los Angeles. We went to a
different way place each time. It wasnt
visiting like a tourist. I thought my
father was looking for something but
I didn’t know what it was and I never
asked him.

One day a Vietnamese-Chinese
friend of my father said he had heard

that up north (California) there was a
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Dharma Master who when he spoke the dharma, all of dragons, heavenly
beings, ghosts and spirits would come to listen. He really wanted to go
and see that and he asked my father and some other friends to take a look
at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) with him. When they
came back, I remember my father’s friend’s disappointment because he
didn’t see any dragons, heavenly beings, ghosts or spirits. My father was
extremely happy; he said CTTB was the monastery he had in his mind.
It was very simple but very pure in feeling. There was an atmosphere of
cultivation. The way he described CTTB was like a fairytale to me and my
sister. So we really wanted to come here. My father also said the best thing
about it was there was an elementary and high school here. He thought
the best place to raise his two children was at the monastery. Most people
would not think that raising a family at the monastery was an ideal thing
but to him it was the perfect place. He took us to Gold Wheel Monastery
every Sunday for a whole year before coming to live at CTTB.

Our application was accepted and we were able to come to live at
CTTB. About after one and a half years after that, my sister and I left
home under the Venerable Master. Years later, my father said that during
that time he really didn’t want to let us leave home but he didn’t dare to
say so because he believed in cause and effect. His younger brother wanted
to leave the home life when they were in Vietnam and my father didnt
understand and he actually obstructed my uncle from doing it. My uncle
didn’t leave home, he got married and made a lot of small mistakes and
even spent some time in jail. It caused a lot of pain for my grandmother
and his family. My father thoughrt if he hadn’t obstructed him in his desire
to leave home, things would have been different. As much as he didnt
want to say good-bye to my sister and me, he didnt dare not support our
leaving home.

A few years later, my mother, because she had some conditions that
she didn’t fulfill on the outside, she left CTTB. My father stayed at CTTB
until 2007 when his old illnesses surfaced again. Besides his old sickness
of his liver and lungs, he also had some other new illnesses. The doctors
said this time it would be very painful but I was there with him and I don’t
think he left painfully; he left peacefully. I think this is pretty miraculous.
It was during the Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance.

I'm so grateful to DRBA for allowing me to have a chance be filial and
take care of my father during his last days. The Venerable Master said that
bowing to the Buddha is the best method to cure illnesses. I watched my
father for many years and I believe this is true.

We have one more week of the Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance.
The Venerable Master said in Buddhism, as long as you're sincere, there
will be a response. If you have illnesses, this is a great time to bow, maybe
it will go away or if you want to increase your blessings, this is also a
great opportunity for that. I hope that we can all use the remaining time
sincerely and finish bowing the Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance.
Amitabha! &
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