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B EE2ZF0NE The verse in praise of Patriarch Vasubandhu composed by Master Hsu Yun says:
IRE0E  OERE He penetrated non-outflow wisdom,
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Pearls are encased in aged oysters.
The light pierces through multiple strata,
The Worthy One had not realized his full potential.
"R OHRZE ) BiE He took up the lamp of wisdom and kept it burning,
FORAVE T > WA LR RS TR The heavens reverberated and the earth shook.
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EOBEETESZANEE S AR » ARt EER He penetrated non-outflow wisdom, others talked as if in a dream. He obtained
FEFREIER T - S —% Ak freedom from outflows, the penetration of the ending of outflows, which is equivalent
HE L R R IR > AR to cutting off desire. Someone who has cut off desire can be described as having the

PN N penetration of the ending of outflows. Someone who has not completely cut off
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4 oyster, the more luminous its pearl. And the bigger, the better.

Falzs , - e
eEEE - BHEAH, EE The light pierces through multiple strata. The light of an ancient oyster’s pearl
BEERAVE - BN IRISEATAIE - illumines everything. The Worthy One had not realized his full potential. Although

desire—who has even a hair’s breadth of desire left—cannot be described as having the

penetration of the ending of outflows. Talking to ordinary people about non-outflow

wisdom is like talking to them in a daydream. It will not make any sense to them.
Jade is hidden in Mount Jing, pearls are encased in aged oysters. Precious jade

is stashed under the Mount Jing. Pearls are found in long-lived oysters. The older the
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he is described like that, he still hadn’t realized sagehood. So the twentieth
patriarch went to bring him in. That is why he bantered in his presence.

He took up the lamp of wisdom and kept it burning, the heavens
reverberated and the earth shook. He perpetuated Buddhism’s lamp of
wisdom. This great matter startled the heavens and moved the earth. What
happened was beyond the scope of ordinary people’s dream-thinking.

If I explained anything incorrectly, please advise me based on your own

wisdom; my commentary is too long, so I will stop here.

The verse in praise of Patriarch Vasubandhu composed by Venerable
Master Hsuan Hua says:

Taking one meal a day and never reclining is true vigor.

Emptying out the myriad thoughts creates a great Guiding Master.
“I do not seek; I am not upside-down” means that,

You should break attachments and renounce pride’s madness.
Diligently cultivating no outflows,

he achieved the wisdom of all modes.

Renouncing the conditioned, he developed transcendent virtue.
This Mind Seal is a transmission of the Patriarch’s intent.

Whether approaching this from West or East,

step-by-step, climb higher.

Commentary:

The verse in praise of Patriarch Vasubandhu composed by Venerable
Master Hsuan Hua says: I wrote this verse and it really doesn’t matter if
you remember it. It’s just something I came up with and I know it’s a coarse
verse, but even so, I'm tossing out a brick in hope of getting jade in return.
I hope this will lead you to create beautiful verses in praise of the Patriarchs
and Buddhas of the past.

Taking one meal a day and never reclining is true vigor. This concept
was explained above. This is true vigor, but we cannot be arrogant about our
vigor. If we are, then we have an attachment to dharmas and may say things
like: “I'm a cultivator. I bow to the Buddhas all the time. I always sit and
never recline.” We should always maintain the attitude that others are better
cultivators than we are. We should consider ourselves last in line among
cultivators, that we are not worth mentioning, and that we are the least
significant. We should try to be that way. We should not be self-satisfied or
arrogant; we should not consider taking one meal a day and never reclining
to be an incredible feat. There is nothing incredible about that. If we think
it’s an incredible feat, we create a huge obstacle for ourselves. We wipe out
whatever merit we once had, and all we are left with is our arrogance.

Emptying out the myriad thoughts creates a great Guiding Master.
If we can empty out the myriad thoughts, then we will not speculate about

anything.

5 To be continued
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