ment Buddhist Institute Project Presentation

DHARMA REALM NEws riii g B

On June 20" 2015, the night before the 20th Anniversary of Venerable
Master Hua’s Nirvana, the Oversight committee of the International
Institute of Philosophy and Ethics (Wonderful Enlightenment
Buddhist Institute) project gave a presentation on the progress of
the proposal to the assembly. The presentation was also recorded and
streamed online for people at branch monasteries to watch.

Abbot Heng Lyu first introduced the project. He said that the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas used to be a mental hospital. The whole
campus site can be divided into two areas. The west side is where
people live now. It is a developed land with electricity, water, sewage
systems and many buildings. The east campus is a vacant agricultural
land without water, electricity, sewage system or buildings.

Under the direction of Venerable Master, DRBA purchased
CTTB’s campus in 1976. At that time, Master Hua planned to
develop the eastside campus. He designed the west campus for
educational use where the elementary schools, high schools and the
university would be located. The east campus would be for spiritual
cultivation use where left home people and sincere lay cultivators
could reside. Therefore, there will be a larger Buddha Hall, new
Precept Hall, meditation halls, larger dining hall, classrooms, library

and dormitories on the east campus.

HAENBR20BFLSTEG ZAT > W
Eheia B E/NEEH 20 H HIMGER1Z - R hlI8R 1T
YR UERETEERIE - [ IS T # Y
BATHERE o B REF BB G Z B > BB
s LR - —FUEESSRAE - HiFZE 25
HOARERY FERAY B > RINEREUERE -

stH S 7 SRR E SepE - MifEH > &
R EE SR LRI DO RS f e - BB e nT Loy
FERPERE - PHlE 2 AR E - RtE T
FEFTEZ > F7K - HE > AI5KERE - B
YY) - T —BZEARERMM - (2K - ]
& AR ERS > EIRAEMEEY) -

HEAEAEVTCFEE T TEBERZ%Z > 5L
fix B AaET B A S e R - RPERAERYPE & F R/
o BRSNS BT FHRAREA ¢ R E
&S R BRI BTV IE R E M - FBE
o FrEL > FERE LR G AR R R > A #E
.~ RPEE - [BIFEE - BENES -

2RI > PSRBT —FESERE > W
LS P B o L (A - AR IR AR LR -

July 2015 Vaura BopHi Sea |55



DHARMA REALM NEws

o 58 Bt

However, it is no easy work to develop the east campus, as it is
an agricultural zone. In fact, it is complicated and difficult. Venerable
Master Hua spent a lot of time and energy applying for a permit for
the east campus and before he entered nirvana, he asked us to continue
the development of the east campus. The Venerable Master has entered
nirvana for 20 years. We, disciples, follow his instructions and carry out
his unfulfilled wishes to develop the east campus.

Dr. John Vu, after retiring from his position as chief engineer
at Boeing, currently directs the Master of Science in Biotechnology,
Innovation and Computing program at Carnegie Mellon University.
He has been a member of the management team of IIPE/WEBI project.
He said that the Venerable Master established the American Sangha
according to the tradition that the Buddha had instructed and the Sangha
Jewel began to develop in America. Moreover, Master Hua also set up
schools to educate young people, offering them a firm moral foundation.
He established a translation center to translate Buddhist texts into several
languages and propagate orthodox Buddha Dharma, so people could
develop their inherent wisdom.

The whole world is under great stress from the many wars, hunger, and
environmental destruction, and from the rapid advances of technology
without proper and timely ethical guidance. These current and potential
problems have converged and brought forth a most severe crisis to test
whether we humans could indeed save us from self-annihilation. It is of
ultimate importance for us who gather here today to be dedicated to the
unfinished work of the Venerable Master. We hope that the Wonderful
Enlightenment Buddhist Institute (WEBI) will be a “beacon of wisdom
and compassion for all living beings of the Dharma Realm”.

Indeed, The Venerable Master traveled thousand miles to bring
Buddhadharma to America and used Dharma and the principles of
education to rescue living beings. As his disciples, all of us must continue
the Venerable Master’s work of propagating Buddhadharma in the U.S.
and in the world. We must all make vows to support development of the
‘Wonderful Enlightenment Buddhist Institute as one of the way to repay
his kindness.

Bhikshuni Heng Liang said, “Some of you may remember hearing a
report on this project in this very tent on the Master’s anniversary over
ten years ago. At that time it was called the ‘International Institute of
Philosophy and Ethics’.” Although much time has passed with little
apparent results, this project was never abandoned, and during these
interim years, the causes and conditions have been slowly but surely
perfecting themselves.

And so, what the Venerable Master predicted would happen and
has happened—CTTB has continued to grow until it is not only
desirable, but necessary to expand its facilities. Three decades ago, he
instructed us that, one day, the Sangha—along with its educational and

training programs—would move to the East Campus, to Wonderful
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Enlightenment Mountain, while the West Campus would be dedicated
to CTTB’s more secular educational programs.

Well, the time has come that, in order for the Venerable Master’s
Sangha legacy to continue to flourish according to the teachings and
tradition he bequeathed us, the Wonderful Enlightenment project can
no longer be a dream but must necessarily become a reality. In order
for this project to succeed, it will require support from all of you. The
most vital source of this support is your sincere cultivation, and your
good wishes and dedications of merit. That is why, tomorrow, on the
observance of the 20" Anniversary of the Venerable Master’s Nirvana,
we will proceed to the East Campus and recite the Great Compassion
Mantra. On this 20" Anniversary of the Venerable Master’s Nirvana,
may we, each and everyone one of us, make the resolve for realizing the
Master’s vision for Wonderful Enlightenment Mountain for the sake of
all living beings now and in the future.

John Chu, another member of the IIPE/WEBI project management
team, presented a slide show introducing the preliminary design of the
project. He said that men’s area will be built first. The monks were
surveyed and no one opposed it. Everyone either agreed or did not
oppose the preliminary design, which indicates the project is “off to a
good start”.

Mr. Chu said that the buildings at CTTB have their architectural
features. Therefore, the preliminary design will reference CTTB’s
architectural and building styles while adding some Chinese Buddhist
decorative designs and features so that the buildings in both East
Campus and West Campus will look unified as one style. There will be
buildings of Chan Hall, Precept Hall, classrooms, multi-purpose rooms
and Sangha Dorms in the men’s area. Sangha Dorms are one-story
buildings and classrooms are located in a two-story building.

Bill Dede, a long-time disciple of Venerable Master Hua, with
California architect license, is also a member of the IIPE/WEBI project
management team. He said that these buildings will not be built at
the same time. As mentioned before, the first phase to be built is the
northeast corner of the men’s housing. It will be the men’s dormitories,
the Chan Hall, Precept Hall, multi-purpose rooms. The current status
is we have hired architects to start designing and engineering these
buildings.

While the phase 1 buildings are starting to be designed and
constructed, we are actually now even thinking about phase 2. We
started talking about the design of other related buildings so we can
build the phase 1, 2 and 3 buildings simultaneously. We hope that we
can finish within a reasonable amount of time. The proposed project
timeframe would be at least ten years.

As you could see from the slideshow John presented, the first
buildings are a blend of the Chinese elements with the older buildings
from the west campus. All of the buildings will have this kind of blending
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of east and west, Chinese and Western. Finally, these buildings will
focus on practicality, sustainability and harmony.

During the Q&A session, the first question was: Will the future
Buddha Hall house 10,000 people?

A : (DM Liang) No, unless you count invisible beings, then
there will be enough for 10,000. It should be enough for our large
Dharma assemblies so we won’t have to be out in a tent. It should be

big enough for all of us here tonight and some more.

Bill Dede: We are restricted by the county of Mendocino, so the
interior of the Buddha Hall cannot hold more than 2,800 people.
That was one of the restrictions when they gave us permission to

build on the east campus, on the agricultural land.
Q: What’s the time frame of the 1* phase?

A: (Bill Dede) As I just said, we just hired the architects to start
their drawings so we can start building the first phase, the essential
facilities for the monks’ dormitories. This construction should start
at the beginning of next year (2016) and should take probably two

years to finish.
Q: Is there a pond for liberation ceremonies?

A: (John Chu) Not in this particular area. So far we don’t have
it in this in the overall design layout, but we have a liberation of life

fund we can use in the future for certain areas if that is suitable.
Q: Will phase 1 include the assembly hall or not?
A: (John Chu) It’s part of phase 2.
Q: How will the east and west sides be used?

A: (Bill Dede) As previously mentioned, the east campus will
be for serious Sangha and laypeople to use. The west campus will be
used for the current type of more secular type learning, such as the
boys and girls school. The east campus is not to be built as a tourist
attraction. It is not built for the sake of people coming just to look at
the buildings and see the Buddha Hall. It is only for serious people to
be back there. There will be probably some restriction on people who
come to the west campus to be allowed to be back in the east campus
only on certain ceremonial days, probably. That’s an operational issue
that CTTB will work out but that is the intent of the design. There
will be some sort of separation between the two so that people who
come to the west campus just to look around will not be able to get

to the east campus and disturb the serious cultivation there. g
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