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Dharma Assembly for the Memorial of the 20t Anniversary
of the Venerable Master Hua’s Entering Nirvana

BIHF X FiEE EF " Written by Kai-wu Wei  English translation by Lotus Lee
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(Continued from the front inner cover)

The day before the big event, more than a thousand people from all over the
world had already arrived. Due to the inordinate amount of people, the Buddha
Hall was not large enough, so all Dharma assemblies were held in the big tent
outside. The day of the ceremony, there were over a thousand monastics and
laypeople attending morning recitation, chanting and reciting the Jeweled Censer
Praise, the Shurangama Mantra, the Great Compassion Mantra, the len Small
Mantras, and the Heart Sutra to pray for world peace, increase the positive energy
in the world, and dedicate the merit to all living beings. The eight precepts were
transmitted at 5 AM to enable disciples of the Buddha to purify their minds,
prevent wrongdoing, and do good deeds.

At 6:50, about a thousand people gathered at the mountain gate and, in
eight long lines, began a three steps one bow pilgrimage towards the Buddha
Hall. Afterwards, a leaving home ceremony was held at 7 AM in the big tent.
Three laymen, Qin Xian, Qin Yang, Qin Ji, and two laywomen, Jin Bing and Jin
Yun, left the home life.

The ceremony was hosted by DRBA president Dharma Master Heng Sure,
Abbot of CTTB Dharma Master Heng Lyu, and Bhikshunis Dharma Masters
Heng Liang and Heng Xin. Coincidentally, the first group of people who left
home under the Venerable Master’s guidance in the United States was also
comprised of three men and two women. Twenty years after he entered Nirvana,

the five newest additions to the Sangha come from such countries as Malaysia,
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Poland, New York, and Taiwan. They represent the fact that the right
Dharma is spreading to various countries and influencing more and
more people.

At 8 in the morning, the people who had just finished the bowing
pilgrimage and the people attending the leaving home ceremony met
up, and with the Dharma Masters at the lead, walked to Wonderful
Enlightenment Mountain. Since summer had just begun, the days before
the ceremony had been very hot, but the day of the ceremony, the air
was clear and cool. The sky was filled with clouds that let the sun shine
through but blocked the heat, so that people were able to walk to and
from Wonderful Enlightenment Mountain in relative comfort.

Before the purifying boundaries ceremony, CTTB’s abbot Dharma
Master Heng Lyu said that the merit from reciting the Great Compassion
Mantra should be dedicated to the earth and mountain guardians of
the area, as well as all living beings, in the hopes that they will support
the completion of this project which will benefit all living beings.
Afterwards, there was bowing and passing of offerings, which consisted
of meticulously arranged food, fruit, and flowers. With sincere hearts,
the assembly passed the offerings from person to person, with the train
ending at the altar, to show deep reverence and respect to the Venerable
Master’s memory.

During lunch, Dharma Master Heng Sure said that the Venerable
Master left behind four great legacies: establishing the Sangha, translating
sutras, developing education, and holding religious dialogue. These
projects have already begun, and we look forward to their fruition.

One of the guests to the commemoration ceremonies this year was
Theravada Bhikshu Ajahn Pasanno, the abbot of Abhayagiri Monastery in
Northern California. He expressed his gratitude to the Venerable Master
for giving them the land which later became Abhayagiri. Ajahn Pasanno
said that the Venerable Master left behind six invisible inheritances in
the form of the six great principles of not fighting, not being greedy,
not secking, not being selfish, not pursuing personal advantage, and not
lying. Whether you are a monastic or layperson, if you are able to put
them into practice, then you are showing your gratitude to the Venerable
Master through action, and you can also improve your own cultivation.

Bhikshuni Heng Liang said that the Venerable Master taught us
that the combination of thought and practice results in the creation of
both wholesome and negative karma. Therefore, if we change our own
minds and vow to do good, conditions will change. Every one of us has
the ability to influence and help the world, and reach the other shore
of Nirvana.

The abbot, Dharma Master Heng Lyu, started off by welcoming
everyone back to their home, the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. He
said: “We are very lucky to hear Dharma Master Sure, Ajahn Pasanno,
and Dharma Master Liang’s talks. When the Venerable Master was in the

world, he often said that doing is better than just listening. Therefore,
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other than thanking the Dharma Masters for their talks, we
should apply what they have said to our daily lives. Only then
will you reap its benefits.”

After lunch, there were such activities as sharira viewing, the
transmission of the three refuges and five precepts, and liberating
life. This year, No Words Hall was open from noon to 3 in the
afternoon so that even people who were taking the three refuges
and five precepts could have enough time to see the sharira
as well. There were a total of seventy-four people attending
the transmission of the refuges and the precepts, and sixty of
those took refuge for the first time, bringing forth the resolve
for enlightenment. There were also a total of fifty pheasants and
quail liberated.

For this occasion, there were people who offered to print
book for free distribution, including 650 hardcover copies of the
Sixth Patriarch’s Platform Sutra, 400 copies of the 541* issue of
Vajra Bodhi Sea with a special section on the 20" Anniversary
of the Venerable Master’s Nirvana, and the English vegetarian
cookbook Wok Wisely. In the same row of booths, there was a
live demonstration of making vegetarian food, such as vegetarian
sushi, which was well-received.

To accommodate so many people from so many places, the
kitchen staff and the team in charge of the tent began preparation
two weeks in advance. On the day of the ceremony, the kitchen
had more than a hundred volunteers. In the big dining hall,
small dining hall and in the courtyard behind the dining hall,
there were chairs for twenty five hundred people and many food
stations throughout the area for people to get food. To prevent
people from having to wait too long, 1,500 lunchboxes were
prepared beforehand, but they ran out almost immediately after
lunchtime began.

In February, the reception department cooperated with the
grounds and building, department to replace the sprinkling
system in the dorms, and two weeks prior, began preparing
bedding and rooms for more than a thousand people. The work
was very busy, but for the sake of all these Dharma friends who
were able to return home, everything was worth it.

Ying Fei, who came from Canada, said that this was her
fourth time coming to CTTB. Having spent most of her daily
life working for a living, she said that coming to CTTB was a
breath of fresh air for her mind and body. Madeline Wu, an
elementary student who came with her brothers Daniel and
Ian from Sacramento, said that she really liked attending the
ceremony because among other things, she was able to see many

of her friends. &






