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At 2:30 PM on June 5, 2015, seven young men — Weson
Tsai, Hubert Liu, Jackson Chen, Riley Fong, Michael Lu,
Jason Ong and Abhishek Datta — received their diplomas in
the packed Dao Yuan Hall and graduated from Developing
Virtue Boys School. The ceremony was a beautiful one, the
atmosphere electric as a host of incredible personages filled
the hall to speak, present awards, or observe these seven young
men “leave the nest” as high school graduates.

High school core teacher Dharma Master Heng Shun was
invited to present. Dharma Master Jin Fan and de facto Boys
School principal Mr. Juan Gracia both gave short speeches
filled with wisdom and gratitude, as well as acknowledgements
of the graduates’ hard work over their high school careers.

Dharma Master Jin Fan said, “Our schools provide students
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with limited knowledge and unlimited wealth, which are experiences
benefitting your whole life.”

Mr. Gracia thanked all the teachers, parents and volunteers for their
commitment and hard work because, “It takes a village to produce such fine
young men.” The retired principal, Mr. Lewis Mack Bostick, presented the
certificates promoting them to high school this year’s class of 8* graders.

Our alumni speaker, Justin Hu, gave a smooth, confidence-building
speech assuring graduates that the skills and lessons we've learned in our time
at the Boys School will make us knowledgeable, leading citizens in the outside
world we are soon to enter.

Keynote speaker Carol Ruth Silver, a remarkable personality famous
enough to be in our California history textbooks, gave a stirring address that
instilled in us graduates a solid, enduring principle to follow for the rest of our
lives: be compassionate, and have empathy for all humans and living beings.

Long-time dorm “momma’ Mr. Roger Kellerman told embarrassing
stories about a few boarding students, causing Dao Yuan Hall to rock with
laughter. But, of course, the highlight of the ceremony was the seven speeches
by the graduates themselves.

Michael Lu said heartfeltly, “It’s unbelievable how fast time flies, like a jet
plane tailing a powerful wind current. A big thank you to all the teachers here
who have built my character and my academic knowledge over the past few

years. As for the students, I hope you all can pursue your passions, have faith

in Buddhism, and stay optimistic. Let us all dream high!”
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Weson Tsai said in a dynamic way, “Find your passion in the world

and go for it, utilize the skills you have learned here to lead a fulfilling
life, and trust that your fellow boy schoolers will always have your back.”

Jackson Chen said with emotion, “ I know that we cannot do anything
to repay our parents, but all I could do now is say, I love you mom and
dad, and thank you for all your hard work. I would also like to thank all
my brothers in the dorm and in school for your support, care, and love.”

In my speech, given half in tears, I said, “I have so many questions, so
many concerns, but so few answers. All I have is wishes and laments. But
every lament is a love-song, and my love-song is for this school.”

Hubert’s spoken word poem humorously described students slipping
into their uniform before rushing for the flag ceremony: “He steps in his
shoes and out the door. With a determined look and walks with swift feet.
Because all that thinking has made him late for flag ceremony.”

Abhishek’s reflections had a lot of quirky humor and insightful
thoughts and he quoted Robert Frost’s line, “Two roads diverged in a
wood, and I — I took the one less traveled by, and that has made all the
difference.”

Jason’s bright address was the perfect capstone to the seven speeches,
“Hope is the inner strength that everyone has but has not discovered
yet. All we need is the support of others, the ability to find hope within
ourselves.”

Nearly the entire audience had tears in their eyes as we finished the
ceremony in the only way that we could have: by thanking our parents.
One by one, each graduate invited his parent or parents up to the stage,
spoke a few words of love and gratitude, and, with an embrace, handed
them a bouquet of flowers.

It was a meaningful and tear-jerking finale to a beautiful graduation
ceremony for a graduating class. All of us graduates tossed our caps into
the air, which symbolized that we each would go our own way. This fall
we are going to Stanford, UC Berkeley, UCLA, UC Irvine, University
of Southern Califonia, Cal State East Bay, and Goergetown University,
and we will pursue various majors, such as Electronic Engineering, Civil

Engineering, Business Management, and Kinesiology. #
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At that moment, they graduated! Surrounded by
glory and pride, as the audience gave a warm round
of applause, cheers, flowers, and their best wishes. The
Girls’ School graduation took place on June 4%, 2015,
a day that now will forever belong to the class of 2015.

The nine graduates, Jessica Lu, Judy Zhu, June Tan,
Lisa Tran, Marguerite O’Brian, Michele Lum, Minnah
Le, Unica Yepez, Viola Zixin Chen, celebrated this most
important moment with their beloved parents, teachers,
friends, and everyone in Wonderful Words Hall. It was
an honor and a blessing for all of us to join them in
celebrating a significant milestone in the lives of our
nine graduates.

They have carried on the remarkable legacy left
by the Venerable Master. As their core teacher, Jin Kai
Shr, said in her speech, “I think the Founder Venerable
Master Hua would be very pleased, as we all are, knowing
that these nine graduates are going out into our rapidly

changing world, not only equipped with academic
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training par excellence, but safeguarded by the virtues of

generosity and kindness, filial piety, respect, trustworthiness,
fairness, citizenship, integrity, and humility.”

In her principal’s speech, Jin Jr Shr shared a few lines
from the Avatamsaka Sutra telling us about the importance
of a good teacher— “A good advisor is a lamp that approaches
omniscience, for he guides me to recognize safe and perilous
paths. A good advisor is a bridge that approaches omniscience,
for he takes me across treacherous and evil places. A good advisor
is a canopy that approaches omniscience, for he guides me to
produce the coolness of great kindness. A good advisor is a tide
that approaches omniscience, for be fills me with the water of
great compassion.”

Mrs. Alicia Yepez, parent of the graduate Unica Yepez,
said that in no other place can you find teachers and mentors
who would consider our daughters as their own.

Mrs. Jennifer O’Brien, parent of the graduate Marguerite
O’Brien, told us her precious experience of life. “I cannot
leave without a last Dr. Seuss quotation: “You're off to great
places! Today is your day! Your mountain is waiting. So get
on your way! And will you succeed? Yes! You will, indeed! (98
and % percent guaranteed) Kid, you’ll move mountains!””

The new graduates have written the close of a major
page in their lives and a wonderful ending to their high
school years. Exemplifying the virtues they have learned,
DVGS graduates aspire to improve our living environment
and to help spread proper energy in the world.

They are going to good colleges to get ready for their
next challenges. UC Davis, UC Irvine, UC Riverside, UC
Santa Cruz, Seton Hall University, Canada, Germany,
DVGS graduates will be confident to face all the

challenges no matter where they are because DVGS spirit

Malaysia...

has been planted and sprouts in their soul! &

July 2015 Vaura BopHi Sea 145

8 A o ‘ Q134 Haog





