DRBU Launches New Degree Programs

BRBAKES

By Wayne Chen
DRBU Director of Development and Strategic Planning
Chinese Translation by Wen-fu Chen
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Dharma Realm Buddhist University (DRBU) has seen much exciting
and inspiring progress this year. We opened our doors to a pioneering
batch of new students, with the first cohort pursuing their BA in Liberal
Arts and two cohorts working toward their MA in Buddhist Classics.
Welcoming students to the new degree programs is a significant step
toward realizing Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s vision of founding a
university inspired by the acclaimed Nalanda University in India.

For the last five years, DRBU faculty and staff have been designing,
planning, and tweaking our primary text-based curriculum, so it is
with great enthusiasm that we now hear the hum of student discourse
coming from seminar classrooms, where the student faculty ratio is
3:1. Students are discussing classic texts from Eastern and Western
traditions, discovering their own insight into everything from the
Divine Comedy to the Sixth Patriarch Platform Sutra. Classic texts
are more relevant now than ever, as technology and an increasingly
fragmented, frenetic world challenge us to be engaged and centered
citizens.

DRBU is a place devoted to understanding ourselves, the nature
of the wider universe and its workings, and our place within it. At
DRBU, we believe that education in its truest sense helps students
discover their own inherent wisdom. The University curriculum has
been developed so that students are not studying Buddhism from
the outside as a mere intellectual activity, nor are they training in a
seminary. We are catalyzing the inherent wisdom in each student by,
as Dean Martin Verhoeven says, “teaching a person not what to think,
but how to think.”

Becoming an accredited university is vital to DRBU. We attained
Eligibility status in December 2013—the initial stage of becoming an
accredited institution. Up to this point, DRBU has been operating
under approval from the State of California. Accreditation is a major
multi-year undertaking that requires honest reflection on our vision
and plans, substantial resources, and the deep commitment of our
faculty and administrators. Thus far, we have received overwhelming
encouragement and support for our new BA and MA programs.

In the United States, university accreditation is conducted

through six regional accreditors recognized by the Department of
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Education. DRBU is situated in California and therefore belongs
to the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC).
Accreditation is the process through which an external agency, in
our case WASC, determines whether our programs and operations
meet the accreditation criteria. Once accredited, DRBU degrees
will be formally recognized by WASC and by all colleges and
universities in the country.

Accreditation sets the stage for DRBU to accept international
students and allows our domestic students to apply for federal
financial aid. Our graduates will be more competitive as they
go on to other institutions of higher learning and enter the job
market. We are now actively preparing for the accreditation site
visit scheduled for the spring of 2016, during which a team
of evaluators will come to campus to assess our programs and
operations.

Venerable Master Hsuan Hua founded DRBU in 1976 with
the aim of building a highly rigorous intellectual environment for
students from all over the world. This year, with students enrolled
in two thriving degree programs, we mark a new stage of growth.
Join our efforts by encouraging prospective students to contact us
and visit our website. Keep up with the latest University news at

www.drbu.org. &
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Seminar on Reading & Translating Buddhist Texts
Dharma Realm Buddhist University City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
August 9-16, 2015
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Seminar Qutline

¢ Read and translate the selected Chinese Buddhist text

* Use key reference tools for the study and translation of Chinese

Buddhist texts
* Participation in daily meditation and ceremonies

¢ Other activities of interest

Prerequisites

This seminar is intended for students who have already studied
Classical Chinese and have a good command of English. Students
should have at least one year of Classical Chinese before taking this
course. Knowledge of Buddhist history and philosophy will be helpful,

but is not required. Applications will be reviewed and accepted based

on suitability.

Suggested Donations: $155.00 (food, lodging, and materials)
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For More Information #£{% : iitbt@drbu.org Registration¥#7 % : http://www.drbu.org/2015/summer-seminar/apply
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