SHEISELAERRES

An Interview with Shiue Fujing
President of National Taipei University
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Dr. Shiue Fujing is the president of National Taipei
University and also a sincere Buddhist. Apart from his work,
he focuses the rest of his efforts on cultivation. He applies
the Venerable Master’s Six Great Principles to managing
administration affairs and handling difficult problems. He
finds that when he uses these guidelines, thorny situations
are solved easily. On May 21st, 2015, Mr. Shiue was invited
to be the keynote speaker for Dharma Realm Buddhist
University’s commencement. In this issue, we have included
an interview in which we asked him to share his journey and
experiences balancing cultivation and work in education.

Q: Could you please talk about how you came to
learn the Buddhadharma?

A: My family believed in folk religion, worshipping
Guan Yin Bodhisattva, Mazu, and Guangong without
differentiating between Buddhism and Taosim. From

childhood, T went to temples during the New Year to light
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incense with my family. After graduating from National Taiwan University with a
degree in international trade, I served in the army and developed the habit of reciting
Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s name. In 1984, I traveled to the United States to study at
Georgetown University, and my parents bought me a ceramic statue of Guan Yin
Bodhisattva that was about one foot and a half high. I carried it with me to the US,
and it stayed with me for six years until I finished my MA and doctorate degrees. In
1990, I carried it back to Taiwan with me. Thirty years later, I still have it in my house.

Q: Under what circumstances did you take refuge with the Venerable Master?

A: When my wife and I were studying in Washington D.C., we often kept in
contact with Dharma friends at the Buddha recitation association there. In spring of
1990, after I had earned my doctorate, I was teaching at George Washington University.
I heard from people at the association that the virtuous monk, the Venerable Master
Hsuan Hua, was coming to D.C. to propagate the Dharma, so my wife and I attended
his lecture. Naturally, both of us took refuge with him; my Dharma name is Kuo
Chuan, and my wife’s Dharma name is Kuo Hsuan. That was the first and last time I
saw the Venerable Master. At the time, I had not taken the five precepts, and I also did
not actually study the Buddhadharma.

Q: Do you remember what the Venerable Master said during the lecture for
those who took refuge that day?

A: Both my wife and I were more curious than anything, and I only remember
that the Venerable Master told everyone to bow to the Buddha ten thousand times.
Unfortunately, I did not start on this assignment immediately, something I am quite
ashamed of. The Venerable Master had a long beard and was holding a whisk; he
looked like a person who had walked out of the past.

After returning to Taiwan that year, I worked in education and my life was busy.
Later, my duties revolved around secular administration work. In 2000, my wife
brought our two children, who were in fourth and fifth grade, to the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas for summer camp. After they came back, they both said that they
wanted to become vegetarians. Our entire family became vegetarian overnight, and we
still are today. Three years ago, when I took the five precepts, it felt very natural. Many
people don’t dare take the precepts because they feel precepts restrict them. Actually,
people who haven't taken the precepts are often led around and restricted by their
habits and desires instead.

Q: As the president of a university, social events are hard to avoid. Since you
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are a vegetarian and also uphold the five precepts, is that inconvenient?

A: Not really. In Taiwan, eating vegetarian food is very convenient.
In fact, many of my friends and colleagues have followed my example in
becoming vegetarian, or at least as much as possible. There aren't many social
events requiring alcohol in the academic world, so this isn’t too difficult.

Q: You just said that after taking refuge with the Venerable Master,
you did not immediately start to study the Buddhadharma. When did
you actually start to be serious about cultivation?

A: In 2006 or 2007, I read the Venerable Master’s lectures and set
my heart on his Dharma. After that, I repented and made vows before
the Venerable Master’s image almost every day, and expressed my wish
to be able to do something for Buddhism. After I started cultivating for
real, I found that even though the Venerable Master is not by our side,
as long as we cultivate diligently, he is with us at all times. I really want
to follow the Venerable Master’s teachings, but managing a university and
doing administration work is not easy. I often have to make decisions in
complicated situations, and during those times, the Venerable Master’s six
great principles become very useful to me. When I am allocating money or
administrative funds, I reflect to see if I am following the guidelines of not
fighting, not being greedy, not secking, not being selfish, not pursuing self-
benefit, and not lying. Am I working for the development of the school, or
am I working for my own benefit? Do I care excessively about others” praise
or criticism of me?

Q: As the president of a modern university, you also have to raise
funds for the school. How do you put “not seeking” into practice?

A: In Taiwan, state universities get the majority of their funding by
applying to the department of education. Other than that, there are also
grants for the department of technology and research funds for many
different projects from both public and private sectors. After the applications
are filed, deciding who gets the funds is a very complicated business. At
this point, I reflect on the six great principles. As for fundraising, most of
the donations come from people in the business industry and alumni. As
long as they know that their donations are for the public benefit, they are
usually quite glad to give. Therefore, trust and respect is the key to successful
fundraising.

Q: With so many things to do, how do you find time to cultivate?

A: I usually practice in the morning and in the car. Every morning after
I get up, I bow to the Buddhas and then recite Sutras and mantras for a total
of about an hour. I also recite a lot of Sutras and mantras when I am on the
road.

Q: What are your daily practices in spiritual cultivation?

A: T mostly bow to the Buddhas and recite the Buddha’s name, the
Shurangama Mantra, and the Universal Door Chapter of the Lotus Sutra.
This year, I added the Earth Store Sutra as well. I hope that I can be like Guan
Yin Bodhisattva, Earth Store Bodhisattva, and the Venerable Master, have

great compassion and vows, and be able to propagate the Dharma and help
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living beings. My term as president will end in July of this year,

and I will not seek another term. I have spent 20 of the 25 years
since returning to Taiwan working in college administration. After
my term ends, I would like to allocate more time for myself and
my family, and also for studying the sutras, because the wisdom
of Buddhist sutras is as vast as the sea. I would like to study the
Shurangama Sutra and the Sixth Patriarchs Sutra and their English
translations in more detail in the hopes of improving my ability to
convey meaning of Sutras.

Q: Do you often go to the Dharma Realm Buddhist Books
Distribution Association in Taipei?

A: The first few years after I returned to Taiwan, I didn’t know
that there was a DRBA monastery in Taipei, so I never went. When
I finally found out about it and visited, I saw that the cultivation
of the laypeople there retains much of the Venerable Master’s
traditions. They keep a very low profile and go about things very
differently than others groups. Just like people at the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas, they are very reserved and not conceited; they
regard cultivation very highly and put a lot of effort into it.

Q: From your experiences as the president of a university,
do you have any suggestions for improving DRBU?

A: Actually, there is a great difference between the curriculum
at DRBU and classes about Buddhism at most other universities,
where Buddhism is treated as the subject of academic study.
DRBU emphasizes reading and interpreting Sutras in their original
form, and being able to understand and explain Sutras using one’s
inherent nature. Through discussions with teachers and classmates,
students are able to deeply enter the Sutra Treasury. When
combined with their own cultivation, they can become one with

the Buddhadharma. &





