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Though the Dharma Realm is great, it is within my true self;
Empty space and the great earth nod their heads in agreement.
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Commemorating the 20th Anniversary of Venerable Master Hua’s Entering Nirvana

Special Color Section (II)



Three Steps, One Bow
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% Aspiring towards the Buddhadharma, we bow to as many
Buddhas as there are grains of sand in the trichilocosm.
With stability in practice, we take refuge in the
. City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.
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Sincere and attentive, members of the fourfold assembly start bowing

at the mountain gate, appearing serene and solemn. With every step, they are
reverent; when chanting, they are respectful. On behalf of living beings in the
Dharma Realm, they bow to the Buddhas in the ten directions. The Venerable
Master said: “Attaining Buddhahood starts from bowing to the Buddhas.” The
sixth patriarch, Great Master Huineng, said: “Bowing is a way to break arrogance.”
With three steps and one bow, one’s practice is honest and true; with three steps

and one bow, free from obstruction, living beings attain liberation.




Renouncing Worldly Ties to
Cross Over All Beings

Shaving off the hairs of affliction, we vow to leave the home
of the three realms.
Donning the robes of

compassion, we immediately g
ascend to the practices of
emptiness.
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On the day of the ceremony to commemorate the 20th anniversary of Venerable Master Huas
parinirvana, five men and women from different countries bid their family members goodbye and
shaved their heads, bringing forth the great resolve to cultivate the highest practices and continue
the Tathagata’s work. The Jataka-mala Sastra says: “The benefits of entering monastic life are higher
than Mount Sumeru, deeper than the great ocean, and greater than space. Why? All Buddhas of the
three periods of time only became Buddhas after they left the home-life to become monastics. Only

through entering the monastic life can one attain Buddhahood.”
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i_% Leaving Defilement
Far Behind

Sprinkling the water of compassion everywhere, purifying

Planting lotus flowers of blessings and wisdom everywhere,

%& the mind as well as the trichiliocosm are purified.

cleansing the body as well as the Dharma Realm become clean.
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By enlightening oneself and OthCI’S, one perfects the practices of

enlightenment and attains wonderful enlightenment. Members of the fourfold

assembly walk towards the east of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas in the _‘
purifying the boundaries ceremony to the construction site of Wonderful Enlightennﬂléh‘t
Buddhist Institute. We hope that this project will be completed soon, so that the flower of

wonderful enlightenment will bloom and cause living beings to bring forth the Bodhi resolve.

May they realize their inherent nature, save sentient beings, and quickly attain Bodhi.
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Bowing to the
Buddhas and Praying

Understanding the Great Way and bringing forth the unsur-
passed resolve, one always feels a sense of shame and remorse.

Benefiting all beings and upholding dharanis,
One obtains ultimate liberation.
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With each prostr ation to the Buddha, we diligently use our bodies in the practice of faith and
reverence. With each remembrance of the Buddhas’ kindness and our teacher’s teachings, our minds are solemn
and reverent. The Venerable Master said, “Bowing can move the Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, gods, dragons, the beings
of the eightfold division, and all Dharma-protecting spirits.” We hope that our sincerity will move the Buddhas to

compassionately help us. We vow to learn from the Pure Practices described in the Avatamsaka Sutra to skillfully

use our minds for goodness and benefit countless living beings everywhere.

31



Making a Great Resolve

Passing lamps, flowers and fruit,

we forever eradicate greed and emotional desire.
Making offerings to the Buddha, Dharma

and Sangha, we nurture the Bodhi resolve.
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The great assembly respectfully passed wonderful dishes of offerings
& Y respectfully p g
before the Buddhas in memory of the Venerable Master’s lifetime of teaching

and to repay his selfless kindness. His disciples hope to carry on his goals for
establishing a strong Sangha, translating Buddhist sutras, developing education,

and promoting interfaith dialogue.
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Obtaining an ]
Indestructible Body @\

Sincerely observing and paying our respects to the sharira of
the patriarchs; we may look at their adorned appearances,
but we realize that all phenomena are illusions.

Gathering in our minds and upholding the Buddha's teachings

and the precepts, we are permeated with the fragrance of
precepts and take delight in the Way. >
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The Sutra ofGolden ng/]t says, “Sharira (relics) are the result of cultivating precepts, samadhi, and
wisdom.” When disciples of the Buddha observe the sharira of the Buddha, Great Master Hsu Yun, and the
Venerable Master, it can serve as a reminder to uphold the precepts, to gather in the six faculties and have
minds unmoving like the earth. Many people also choose this day to take the three refuges or the five precepts,
accomplishing what the Venerable Master called the most important thing in life.




Liberating Life and Being Reborn
in the Pure Land

Lamenting that a single slip can result in taking on an animal form,
we should never forget what we have learned.

Wishing to turn around, let go of desires, and purify
our mind, we see the pure land right in front of us.
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In the tent, the presiding Dharma Master held the refuge-taking ceremony and explained the twelve causes and
conditions for fifty quails and pheasants, encouraging them to make the four Bodhisattva vows. The Venerable Master said,
“Liberating life is one of the eighty-four thousand Dharma doors.” Great Master Lianchi says in his Verses on the Liberation
of Life, “Liberating life is an embodiment of Guan Yin’s compassion and Samantabhadra’s conduct. Through such actions,
one awakens to the emptiness of life and ends the cycle of birth and death.” We should regard all living beings as our
fathers and mothers and be filial toward them. Disciples of the Buddha should protect the lives of all sentient beings.
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