NOONTIME DHARMA TALKS

ON THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY
OF VENERABLE MASTER HUA'S
ENTERING NIRVANA

— At the Five Contemplations Hall
of City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, June 21, 2015
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Bhikshu Heng Sure:

Venerable Master, fellow sangha, brothers, Dharma friends
and good advisors, Amitofo! We know that many of you
are still waiting very patiently to get your food, please be
patient and sit happily to eat your fill of the wonderful
Buddha dharma.

I'm going to say a few words first and then going to
introduce the venerable bhikku sitting to my left who is
not a stranger to CTTB, Ajahn Pasanno is here with three
of his students in dharma and laity. We're going to get to
hear from him.

20 years now, we had been meeting on the day to
acknowledge the passing of our teacher. 20 years ago,
1995 — we say he entered nirvana and on one hand we're
coming to say we remember you, we think of you and
appreciate as our lives as monks and nuns came directly
from your virtue. That’s one important part of the day but
that's looking backwards. What I think is really important,
not only that we remember this is the day that our teacher
left his body, more importantly I think and I could easily
go wrong by putting words in Shr Fu’s mouth, I'm pretty
sure he would say, why are you so worried about my ashes?
Why don’t you pay attention to what I taught? Well, those

two are not exclusive, we can do both certainly. If you've
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only come today to acknowledge our teacher passed away — entered nirvana
20 years ago, that’s half the job. If you really want to be part of the program,
then it’s important to take a look at what Master Hua planted down in the
fertile soil of Mendicino County that is currently thriving, alive and bearing
fruit around the world.

If we want to say what are some of those seeds that are currently flourishing
— we have now had the advantage of looking back at the contributions our
teacher made, by and large we put them into four categories. One, is certainly
establishing the sangha. Today there were three young men and two young
women who shaved their heads and ascending into the sangha order. They went
forth from the householder’s life to become shamineras and shaminerikas. If
you look on the stage on both sides, there are monks and nuns and novices on
both sides, bhikshus and bhikshunis who've devoted their lives to keeping the
dharma wheel turning. This is clearly the first legacy of Master Hua.

The second legacy was interpreting the Buddha’s sutras, explaining
the texts. Opening the text and letting us hear the voice of the Buddha
unmediated by commentary. That’s an important point to make. Often in
Asia the tradition is you only touch the sutras through the work of men and
women who lived after the Buddha’s time, the wise sangha members who
made commentaries. You don’t touch the sutras directly. Master Hua changed
that tradition, he said we have enough wisdom to encounter the Buddha’s
words directly, let the Buddha’s voice be heard in the languages of the country
where the sutras have arrived — of course that involves translation, so that was
his second legacy, explaining the text and having his disciples translate.

The third legacy was education. I do hope all of you take the opportunity
to find out more about Dharma Realm Buddhist University. We are, after a
very long endeavor, at the brink of accreditation, which means our degrees
will count and also we will be able offer visa to overseas students. This is one
of Master Hua’s deeply cherished wishes, that is within our grasp in a few
months. (Editor’s Note: DRBU is currently approved by the California Bureau
for Private Postsecondary Education [BPPE].It has not received accreditation
by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges [WASC], the regional
accrediting commission recognized by the US Department of Education.)

The fourth legacy was interfaith. As you see on our stage, we have monks
and nuns in different robes. We are off to the Parliament of World’s Religions
in several months to Salt Lake City. The delegation of over 70 of Shr Fu’s
disciples will be traveling to Salt Lake City to stand for the Buddha’s teachings
among the religions of the world.

If we look at these four legacies — establishing the monastic sangha,
translating and explaining the sutras, developing virtues-based education from
kindergarten through graduate levels, and becoming interfaith neighbours
with the rest of the religions in this country — you can see our teacher’s legacy
is very much alive after 20 years in some cases we're just getting up to speed
and moving down the road. On one hand we do want to look back and
recognize the life of our teacher but certainly his legacy is very much living,
breathing and brining benefits of the dharma to living beings in 2015 and on

into the future.
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Before I introduce Ajahn Pasanno, I want to share a story that
happened to myself and also to Jin Chuan Shr, one of your young
bhikshus and to our brand new novice, Chin Xian — the former
Marek Chodkiewicz. We were, four days ago, in White Salmon,
Washington. This is the very bottom of Washington State, just
across the Hood River from Oregon. We were visiting the monastery
of Ajahn Sudanto. Ajahn Sudanto is one of our dharma friends
from Abhayagiri and the monastery is called Pacific Hermitage. If
Abhayagiri is a branch of Amaravati, you could say the first monastery
in America, then Pacific Hermitage in White Salmon is the first
branch of Abhayagiri. I'm told there is a third one called Temple
Buddhist Vihara in New Hampshire. Ajahn Sudanto has been there
for five years after leaving Abhayagiri, after living there for ten years.
His method of bringing Buddhism to the state of Washington is to
go on alms rounds. To travel every morning from his forest at 7:30
on foot, carrying his bowl and walking into the streets of this small
town in America. He has different routes that he takes — Monday,
Wednesday, Friday one route, Tuesday, Thursday another route, on
the weekends another route. One of them is two and half miles, the
other one is four miles. It takes two hours to walk it.

So we went with Ajahn Sudanto carrying our Thai forest alms
bowls on the long route on a Sunday and traveled through the town
to the back streets and watched Americans discover the Buddhist
sangha. It was so impressive to see the men and women in their
cars, stop and put their palms together as the monks walk by. To
see women with their children and their grandchildren in the back
doors and kitchens of their homes put their palms together as they
put food in the monks’ bowls. What do they say? They say, “A day
begins feeding monks is a day that has a good beginning.” We saw
this ourselves. We were in the line with the monks, receiving the
alms of these American brand new Buddhist disciples who know
that feeding monks is a good way to begin the day. We discussed it
and we've considered strongly the possibility of doing alms rounds
in Berkeley, California to see if this could be a possibility. Ajahn
Sudanto said the secret to it is to go every single day. Every single
day, to be there on the street, looking clean and alert and looking
happy to receive people’s generosity.

I want to say one thing, I hope everyone here who can hear my
voice after this, do not say the monks took their begging bowls. Let’s
just take those words “begging bowls” and put a big red X through
it. Why? There’s no begging in alms rounds. Whats different? The
monks do not touch money. Money is not allowable as an offering.
They never say “I want this” or “I need this”, never. Those words don’t
come out of their mouth. What do you say? Listen to this, there’s
genius in this sentence, they say “We are willing to make ourselves
available if you would like to practice generosity.” Why is that such a
good phrase? It puts it on the donor. If the donor wants to get happy

by giving, then the monks are there to receive whatever theyd like to
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offer that doesn’t break their precepts. What a wonderful
vision. Shr Fu in years passed said, “You know, at CT'TB
in the future, were going to go on alms rounds.” Well I
now have had that experience in America; were going to
see if it’s possible to do it in Berkeley, California.

Let me introduce to you, the Venerable Ajahn
Pasanno. He is the abbot we know, he used to be the
co-abbot with Ajahn Amaro, now the primary abbot of
Abhayagiri Forest Monastery, our neighbors and you see
him here sitting and he looks very much at home, I have
to say. Not only in his robes, which he has worn for over
40 years now, he is longer in precepts than I am. Also,
it is remarkable that he came from The Pas, Manitoba,
which is just about far north in Canada you can go. It is
hard to go any further north and not have moose as your
neighbors. They have moose as neighbors, even in The
Pas, Manitoba.

Ajahn Pasanno had such affinities with the dharma
that he traveled from Northern Manitoba to Thailand,
where he became abbot of Wat Pah Nanachat International
Forest Monastery in Thailand. The Thais accepted him
as an abbot where he taught the dharma in Thai and in
English. There are many, many, many stories about Ajahn
Pasanno’s expedient means of teaching living beings. I'll
share one with you.

There was a magazine article that I read, that he
authored that was published in Thailand. It said, “Saving
the forests so there can be forest monks.” What is it? The
story goes Thailand has been chopping its hardwood
forests at an alarming rate, the trees are falling, falling,
falling, only 10% of the trees are left. Of course forest
monks live in forests. Ajahn Pasanno came up with a
method, along with other monks of tying precept sashes
around the trees, knowing that the Thai laity would not
dare cut down a tree that had been given precepts and
had a sash tied around it. So he was able to use the faith
in the dharma of the ties to save the trees, so that there
could be forests for forest monks. This kind of wisdom
has now been transferred to America and he has been
abbot at Abhayagiri since its conception in 1995. Its a
privilege and honor to request him to speak some dharma

for us. Amitabha!

Ajahn Pasanno:

Just like to express my delight at being able to join
you all today. It’s always inspiring to come to the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas. Today, of course, is a very special
day, being the 20th anniversary of Venerable Master
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Hsuan Hua. Most of you know our community has a strong connection and debt of
gratitude to the Venerable Master and to the whole community. We are only 15 miles
away from here and it is on land that was offered by Master Hua for us to begin our
community. We will always in this wonderful debt of gratitude - sometimes material
debts can be burdensome but debts of gratitude are ways of creating and maintaining
connections of goodness and wholesomeness so that our connection with City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas is very deep and is very cherished.

Today of course is the 20th anniversary of Master Hua’s passing and I think it’s
helpful to take these occasions to reflect, to recollect on similarly what is our debt
of gratitude in CTTB toward the Venerable Master. In order to help us to maintain
a strong connection with the teachings that he gave. Rev. Heng Sure spoke of the
legacies of the Venerable Master but those were on a certain level a bit more concrete.

One of the legacies that he gave are the principles for training, both for the
monastics and the lay community. I remember reading the magazine Vajra Bodhi
Sea last year and there was a small talk by Rev. Heng Sure reflecting on the 19th
anniversary of Venerable Master’s passing and encouraging people to reflect on the
Six Great Principles that Master Hua laid down and taught. These are principles of
practice.

I think there are many different ways of showing respect and giving honor to
somebody but really the greatest honor we can give our teachers are to practice what
he taught, practice what they taught. In scriptural language pati pati puja — to practice
with our own training and our own practice — or to give honor with our practice and
are living our life. It’s interesting that, say with these Six Great Principles Master Hua
gave — no fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuit of personal gain,
no lying — these lay a foundation of integrity. In order to for us to grow both as a
community, to develop strong communities as well as to grow personally, we need to
have this foundation of integrity. For the mind and for the heart to become really and
truly peaceful and clear, there’s this necessity for integrity.

So these principles that the Venerable Master gave to you all, these are the principles
to continue to keep refining and working. On a certain level, and I remember in
Rev. Heng Sure’s talk when Venerable Master was alive, he'd start talking about these
principles and people would start to glaze over and say oh no, not this again, the same
old talk. I can relate to that because my own teacher, Venerable Ajahn Chah, he had
similar kinds of short principles that he kept referring to over and over and over again.
Youd get kind of bored listening to it.

Of course when the Venerable Master is not there, then you start really reflecting.
What is it that made a difference? What is it that really gave me something solid and
firm to really train with and live with? So these principles are really quite essential
for that cultivation and development. They lay a basis of harmony — no fighting, no
greed, there’s a harmony that arises and a sense of communal... In one of the images
the Buddha himself gives, living together and mixing together like water and milk.
It just flows together. That’s creating a sense of harmony. This is an opportunity to
develop a sense of happiness and well-being, that no selfishness that quality of not
putting oneself first, that putting others, looking out for the welfare of others. This is
extremely important.

I remember a teaching I received from a very revered Thai teacher, Ajahn

Buddadassa. He was very renowned in Thailand as a great scholar, as a great meditator,

NIt E NG ARRIANATRE > &
EEE - i - RECFEEARIE
FEEERE > B E AN - FRE
SEANKORE C BRHAARTE 0 K
FEVIRIEHLIE 1 > A Imkai - - X
KT > BREENKRE - WAEEBEE
giEtiEE - EH A E CHIERSC
ZERE > MG OREHE
NETEREELER > RAEE R g

(Sl
B EANRESAAET - T

MRk AE - BB AR AR B AT L
8 7 s Mev T AR A EE
EIRYELAE 7 Bk BHETTRISE R
IEHEIFEER - B MHEsEE
BEE—AF - f5 > BARAG
AR —HERYEZ - IEAfEPEER K
I ERE - OEAFDHIKASE - &
FEAR—fEE) - BRI > B
PREESERRIII S - S ERL B
HORES — - s A BAERTH -
B Lo BT ©

WECR IR B — L IR & 2 Y
REMMELER - (EMMAEEIRIEGE -
AERBEE L IRE A MHEE - BT
A~ EHE - A EEBUERYRFREIRE -
e N+ 2kl - ARG HER
it - N EER O —%F > fthEE—
(EREH > —(EEE > BV B sisk
> B A o BB RE—— M
BAEA[E Y A RE R AR (B A - TR
RA - AR  4EANME B

BOBL AT 388 fth 45 56 K > FmbEs At
Bt ERE - CHAEFLKT - B
KEF L apHINE S - R R E A —
{EZEFE0E 7 e © " POSFEEE
EAUERRT - WESAFER
ETFEEARFEE A - WA BN
EEBE TAEM. ) AER S 2
FHPEEEE TR IZRAVEEEE - TR E
FL o BB - BERE SRR AT
PREESEAR -

mtk > A=k EAVEZEER

BE - ERELRT > RESHL

July 2015 Vaura Boori Sea [19

8 A o ‘ Q134 Haog



B #i ot ‘ BobHi FIELD

as a great teacher. He had a very long teaching career. I remember going to visit him,
toward the end of his life, he was already over 80. One of the things that characterized
his teaching was he would pick up themes. Say he would pick up the theme of the
Four Noble Truths or the dependent origination — he would teach on that theme for
months or sometimes years. He would stick with that theme and come at it from all
different angles.

I had met him quite a few times before, so I took the liberty of asking him, now
that youre getting quite old, getting to the end of your life, what theme are you
emphasizing? He said, “I'm so old now, I'm getting tired, I'm even embarrassed I'm
outliving the Buddha. The only theme I'm only emphasizing is dont be selfish.” It’s
such a distillation of the Buddha’s teachings. That “not selfishness”, there’s an integrity,
well-being, a happiness that we ourselves that we gain and that we also bring to others.

The last quality or principle of no lying — is really interesting how important it is.
Certainly in the five precepts, it will more than likely be the precept on speech that
is the one that is transgressed first. Everybody has difficulty with that. In the story
of the life of the Buddha and the Jataka tales of all of his previous lives, in all of the
lives the Buddha led, how ever many hundreds that are documented, he committed
transgressions of various precepts. The only precept he never ever transgressed was
the precept on false speech. That’s say the power of his determination and goodness,
is based on that kind of honesty. For us as followers of our teachers, these are things
that we need to try to bring to mind and to bring to our hearts to lay this foundation
for our integrity and our growth in the dhamma. When we think of those principles
that Master Hua gave, sometimes you can look at it and say, “That sounds really strong
or harsh somehow — no fighting, no greed, no this and no that.” It might feel a bit
daunting. It’s actually really interesting.

Two or three weeks ago there was a very large international conference on
neuroscience at San Francisco State University. One of the findings they found because
it was on neuroscience but also the neuroscience of mindfulness and compassion. So
there were Buddhist scholars, Buddhist academics, Buddhist practitioners who were
involved.

One of the neuroscientists, they did tests on the brain and brain activity. What
they have realized is that it is much easier for the human brain to learn how to not do
something than to do something. It’s really interesting. That no fighting, no greed...
these are things we say we're refraining from but they lay a foundation for real learning,
whereas if we say be peaceful, be harmonious, be loving and kind. They’re nice ideas
but we dont do it.

To train ourselves, we can hold back and by learning to do that we create that
integrity and well-being so that this is an insight that Master Hsuan Hua definitely
had. This is one of the legacies that he left you and for all of us to take them to heart,
to develop them, to learn them, to do them as a pati pati puja — do it as an offering of

gratitude to your teacher.

Bhikshuni Heng Liang:

This morning, during the leaving home ceremony, Dharma Master Sure remarked
that the world is full of darkness and devastation, and this is certainly true. The
predictions for the future could not be more alarming or gloomy.

It is difficult not to fall into despair but complete loss of hope ensures tragedy
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and is based on delusion. And so, taking refuge in the Triple Jewel
means taking refuge in our own Buddha Nature, taking refuge in
our own ability to change to the good, and taking refuge in the
light of wisdom and compassion. Taking refuge does not mean
transferring our responsibility, being lazy and superstitiously
relying on the Triple Jewel to save us no matter what we do. It
means taking up our responsibility to daily decrease our greed,
our hatred and our delusion, and to think and act in accord with
Precepts, Samadhi and Wisdom.

As the Venerable Master often said, “If it is good, then follow
it; if it is bad [if it will lead to suffering - either of ourselves, or of
other living beings] then don’t follow it.” by doing this, we cannot
only save ourselves, but influence and save the world around us.

I recall that in the San Francisco Bay Area in the 70, there
were many predictions of impending doom and disaster that San
Francisco was about to undergo a devastating earthquake and
the West Coast was going to break off and fall into the ocean.
In response to that, the Venerable Master demonstrated and
taught us some fundamental and important Buddhist principles:
that “everything is made from the mind alone,” and everything
comes about through causes and conditions. He taught us that our
thoughts, lead to our actions, and that our thoughts and actions
create karma. As the verse says, “The sea of suffering is deep and
wide; yet a turn of the head is the other shore.” that is, all we
need to do is change our minds and resolutely go toward the good,
and conditions will change accordingly. Each one of us has this
capacity to influence and help the world and ultimately reach the
shore of Nirvana - where there is only true self, true purity, true

joy and true permanence.

The Abbot of CTTB, Bhikshu Heng Lyu:

Venerable Master, Honorable Dharma Masters, All Good
Knowing Advisors and Dharma friends, Amituofo! Welcome
back home to City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. Today we are lucky
to hear wonderful dharma talks from Reverend Sure, Venerable
Ajahn Pasanno and Dharma Master Liang. When the Venerable
Master was alive, he always said those who hear dharma well
cannot compare with those who practice dharma well. Other than
showing gratitude to them, we should practice their teachings in
our daily lives so we can attain real benefits from the dharma.

Next, I would like to express my gratitude to the heavens,
or some would say to the dragons. This morning we had a cool
morning. More than a thousand people walked to east campus, we
felt very comfortable and cool. Finally I would like to express my
gratitude to dharma masters and volunteers who worked very hard
these few days so we can have a successful and auspicious dharma

event and a wonderful lunch. Thank you! &
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