72. i B E A
B S A (E/ Nz 4 BN R E
Y SCREREE EAEIR » B NBZR EARIAN

EANEE

PR F A BE £ 05 UM s 240 e R AE %%
BEBFE > FIEERELS - A —E A8
FO - HEMTA RIS 0 ALK
AR > TUFFTE - FfIFfh - " Rt
e 7 ) MR R Ay 5T ERAE R E > oK
O3 A i E BB S T B E A © BT
SR S pE Rl BE TR - IUFEETEIEA - FER -
CRCA L ) AR o " RIEIE N
BLESE T o RIS - ﬁtafﬁiﬁ? » (N
T IREEWE ! R T RITTERECA
BHAWE 7 o MEe © T HIOLHEMERET ! ) K
LR E A T R ERE eI - R

12| &BERE —o—hFtAH

EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE CHINA PERIOD

ZATAE

White Mountains and
Black Waters
Nurture Rare Talent

(continued)

EAEAFRBBEEZ R GHH2009F

R F A S

A new edition by the Committee for the Publication of
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography

Translated into English by Genglin Zheng and others

BIOGRAPHIES r/\ L)

72. The Sick Boy Wang Shen

In the village of Yang Jia Dian, there was a boy called Wang Shen;
because he had a serious illness, his parents asked the Venerable Master
to cure him. The Venerable Master observed Wang Shen’s causes and

conditions....

The Story in Venerable Master’s Own Words:

When the abbot and I went out on alms rounds, we would go door to
door asking for alms from every house. At one house a person knelt in front
of the doorway and wouldn’t let us go inside. An onlooker thought that the
person kneeling didn’t want to offer anything and told us to go. We asked
the kneeling person why he was kneeling. He said that his son was sick and
begged the abbot to cure him. At this time, the abbot turned his head to
ask me what to do.

I said, “What methods do I have?”

He said, “There was a child at Da Ba who was sick and near death. You
told him to live and he lived. Go ahead and do what you can for this child. ”

I said, “Why don’t you help him?”

He said, “I don’t have the power.”
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Then I asked the father, “Why are you kneeling in the doorway, and
keeping us from going into the house?”
He said,

that it was you who helped him recovered. I believe you must have powers.”

“I know about the child who was so sick and near death, and

I said, “Go bring your child and let us have a look.”

The child’s surname was Wang, first name was Shen. When he was eleven,
he had a stomach ache and a headache for a long time. The family couldn’t
find a cure, and so he came to me. I told him, “You should quickly leave the
home-life and become a monk, then your illness will disappear.”

He already had the look of a monk. I told his parents, “If you let him
become a monk, I can make him well. If you don’t let him go, I won’t be able
to do anything for him.” His parents said, “After he is better, we will let him
go to the Sanyuan Monastery.” I said, “OK. From today on, his illness will be
gone.” After saying this , Wang Shen became well.

A month later, I went to his house and said, “You should leave home
now.”

His parents said, “Wait a bit, after two months when his sickness is cured,
then he may leave home.” After two months, I asked him to leave home again,
but his parents said, “let him wait a bit longer.” I said, “If his sickness recurs I
won’t be able to cure it again.” His father thought I said this just to scare him,
and he ignored what I said. After three months, I passed through that village
again, but I did not visit that family. Why? Because both times I went, they
told me to wait; so now, I pass through that village without stopping.

Ten days before Wang Shen’s sickness had recurred. This time, I did not
go to his house, but he knew I was in the village. He told his parents, “Oh, no!
Today my teacher is passing through our village, but he is not coming to our
house. Papa, this time my sickness will not be cured.” His father said, “Don’t
worry, tomorrow I will go to the monastery and tell him I am letting you leave
home.” That was the twenty-third of November.

On the 26th, Wang Shen’s illness became very grave, so his father had no
choice but to go to the monastery to find me and arrange for his son to leave
the home-life. However I was not there, so Wang Shen’s father returned home.
During this trip something very strange happened: while his father walked,
Wang Shen’s spirit followed closely behind and it knew everything, such as
who lived in which room and where the abbot was. After his father returned
home, Wang Shen told him, “Just now, I followed you to the monastery! I
saw you walk around and search for the abbot.” His father asked, “Why did
I not see you then?” Wang Shen said, “You didn’t see me but I saw you! I was
just behind you.”

On the morning of the 27th, Wang Shen sat in the full lotus position in
his house. At that time, there were no electric lamps in his home, so he told
his father, “Father, can you light a lamp and see if I'm sitting upright?” His
father lit the lamp and looked at him, only to find that he had just passed
away while sitting in full lotus. No matter how much his parents wailed, they

could not revive him. Coincidentally, on that day I returned to their village
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again. His parents came up to me and wept. They asked me if
there was any possible way I could make their child come back to
life. I said, “This is not my way of doing things; it is your own. I
told you my method but you did not use it, so I can’t do anything
else for you.” His parents said, “If we had known that things were
going to end like this, we would have sent him away to leave the
home-life earlier.”

Why did T tell Wang Shen to leave the home-life? It is
because his appearance was that of a monk, with big ears and a
big nose; he had the complete features. Moreover, he had been
a monk in his past life, so it can be said that he had vowed to
become a monk in every life thereafter. As soon as I saw him, I
told his parents to send him to leave the home-life. Since he was
ill at that time, his parents had no choice but to agree; however,
when he recovered, they could not bear to let him go. This is the
reason why he died. Although this child passed away, his spirit
has frequently followed me; he did not leave the home-life when
he was alive but he still knew to practice the Way after his death,
and he will still become a monk in future lives. Why am I saying
this? It is because if one cultivates the Way when one is young,
it is easiest to succeed. This is a case that I encountered before:
when parents do not let their children leave the home-life, the

children (get sick and) pass away.
8 P Y $0To be continued





