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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Be the First to Be Concerned
about the Woes of Others—
Fan Zhongyan (continued)
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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on June 5, 1987
English translation by Alejandro Gracia
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He was very filial to his mother. When his mother passed away, he invited monks to
take her across. Due to his ultimate sincerity in filial piety and faith, even Guan Yin
Bodhisattva was touched and helped him reciting sutras. Thus his mother received the
merit and virtue and was reborn in the heaven realm. From this we can see his deep and
profound understanding of Buddha dharma. He was charitable and rejoiced in doing
meritorious deeds. He bought some farmland specifically to help out the poor and all
his friends and relatives, thus the starving people could go and get grains there.

He saw everything very thoroughly and let go of desire; thus he attained ease.
He turned his newly purchased house into a school, and donated his old house to be
converted into Tianping Monastery. He passed away peacefully without any illness. At
the last moment of his life, he told his family, “I had a dream last night. In my dream I
saw in the Land of Ultimate Bliss, that all the lotus flowers turned into golden color in
the Pools of Seven Jewels filled with the Waters of Eight Meritorious Virtues. I guess I
will be reborn in the Land of Ultimate Bliss”. He passed away right after saying this, at

the age of sixty-three.

We now praise him with simple words:
Loyal and steadfast in serving his country,
Frugal and diligent in managing his family,
Cultivating himself wisely,

Kindhearted like a Bodhisattva,

His farms for charity helped the needy;

Benevolent policies were widely and expeditiously implemented.
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This loyal and wholesome minister of the Song Dynasty,

Deserves rebirth in an upper-grade lotus.

Commentary:

Loyal and steadfast in serving his country, frugal and diligent in managing
his family. He was always loyal and faithful to his country.

Although he was very well paid as a high government official, he kept his family
lifestyle frugal. He lived a simple life and ate very little. He only wore coarse clothes
and had never worn any silk clothes, which is not easy for most people to do.

Cultivating himself wisely, kindhearted like a Bodhisattva.He understood
the way of cultivation - the key lies in cutting off one’s desires and emotional love.
He sacrificed himself for others in the same way that a Bodhisattva does.

His farms for charity helped the needy, benevolent policies were widely and
expeditiously implemented. He bought farmland for the purpose of feeding the
poor, so that they could benefit from it.When he was a Prime Minister, his policies
reformed the traditions and brought stability and security to the country.

This loyal and wholesome minister of the Song Dynasty, deserves rebirth
in an upper-grade lotus. He was the most prominent prime minister of the Song

Dynasty. He must have been reborn in an upper-grade lotus.

Another verse says,

Practicing meritorious deeds

and planting good seeds in past lives,

He is clever and intelligent beyond compare.

‘When poor his personal integrity never wavered,

‘When noble he remained incorruptible.

He attended to his mother, filial and sincere, moving Heaven and Earth,
He offered farms for charity, benefiting and transforming others.

His awe-inspiring proper conduct was firm,

If all can emulate him, the country will always be harmonious.

Commentary:

Practicing meritorious deeds and planting good seeds in past lives.He
probably had done many good deeds in his past lives. Thus he received good karmic
rewards.

He is clever and intelligent beyond compare. He was not like an ordinary
person of the times; instead he stood out from the rest.

When poor his personal integrity never wavered. He was an upright gentleman
and had strong moral principles even when he was a poor student. The saying goes,
“When in poverty, an exemplary person remains steadfast, while a petty person
becomes greedy and scheming.” He upheld his integrity when he discovered gold
during his schooldays; he didn’t take any of it even though he was very poor.

» Continued on page 14
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Editor’s Note: Due to the limited space in this issue, Professor

Cai Gui Wang’s speech on “Children’s Education Based on

Classical Texts” will be continued in following issues.

«Continued from page 11

When noble he remained incorruptible. He probably
knew that he had been a cultivator in his past life. Therefore
when he became a high government official, he maintained his
noble characteristics and remained incorruptible.

He attended to his mother, filial and sincere, moving
Heaven and Earth. He was completely filial towards his mother,
thus even Heaven and Earth were touched by his story.

He offered farms for charity, benefiting and transforming
others. He bought farmland for the use of the needy. People were
touched by such good deeds.

His awe-inspiring proper conduct was firm. He had an
aura of righteousness, which was unperturbed. He acted with
integrity and dignity.

If all can emulate him, the country will always be
harmonious. If everyone is as loyal and honest as Fan

Zhongyan, the country will always be in peace and harmony.
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