University of California Has Approved Three
Developing Virtue Secondary School Music Courses
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Chinese orchestra offers three music courses that are approved by the
University of California’s A-G subject syllabus. Developing Virtue
Secondary School has been accredited by Western Association of Schools
and Colleges (WASC) from July 2007, and all of its subjects are approved
by UC A-G subject system.

In order to graduate from high school in California, students are
required to complete at least one year of approved art courses in visual
or performing art. Musical art belongs to the category of performing art.

In the process of accreditation, WASC expected the school to add and
diversify courses to strengthen the school’s educational offerings. So far,
three music courses have been added. All are connected with the school’s
Chinese orchestra. The first course added was Music Appreciation in which
students learn music theory, history and styles. The second course added
was Musicianship in which students learn and perform instrumental solos,
duets, trios or quartets and learn to conduct. The third course added was
Solo and Composition in which students learn intermediate and advanced
solos and compose music for orchestra.

To fulfill the standards of UC courses, the orchestra offers recitals in
which students’ musical learning can be showcased. The two recitals for
showcasing the Solo and Composition course are the Mother’s Day Recital
and Christmas Recital. These two recitals are also in accordance with the

school’s expected learning outcomes, including the performing of virtuous

conduct, spiritual development and global and cultural awareness. &
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By Agis Gan
Chinese Translation by Shan Chao
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