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Chinese Orchestra Mother’s Day Recital
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On a beautiful Sunday afternoon in May, the 2015 Mother’s Day Recital
was held at the Confucius Hall in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.
This annual event, filled with rich performances of traditional Chinese
music, brought dozens of CTTB residents and westerners from the local
community to enjoy the music.

To start off, the Developing Virtue Boys School Principal Mr. Juan
Gracia gave a welcoming speech saying that when the Venerable Master
Hsuan Hua founded this school, he wanted students to learn not just
academics but to become better human beings. “He wanted the students
to develop the goodness and virtue we all have within us. One quality he
stressed was the concept of Filial Respect. Today, by performing in honor
of our mothers, the students have the opportunity to do just that, return
a very small fraction of all the love our mothers give us.”

The keynote speaker, Mrs. Valerie Sumski, mother of two Boys School
students spoke about the true secret of being a mother, connecting each
individual’s distinctive mother with our collective Mother Earth. She
said, “It is when our children are grown, and like the earth, our resources
may be depleted, that we will need special attention from our children...
Maybe you will find a way to give back to Mother Earth, but never forget
to return the love and attention your mother needs the most.”

The Boys’ School Chinese Orchestra then began the performance
with Song of the Triple Jewel, Only Mom is the Best. 'They played six songs
altogether. The Girls' School Chinese Orchestra performed four songs,
including Prajna Paramita Heart Sutra and My Love I-li River. Interspersed
between the Boys’ and Girls’ Orchestra pieces were a few songs sung by the
Girls School choir, several solos, duets and trio performances, including
the violin, yang-qin (hammered dulcimer), gu-zheng (Chinese zither), er-
hu (Chinese fiddle), pipa (Chinese lute), liu-qin (small pipa) and sheng
(reed pipe). A total of 23 musical pieces were performed in this recital.

At the end, amidst hearty applause, every participant, whether student
or adult, could perceive the happiness in the air and were reminded of the
purpose of this day: to always try to repay the kindness of their mothers.
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