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CTTB Celebrates the Buddha’s Birthday
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Written and translated by Shan Chao
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(Continued from the back cover)

Around 6:50 am, the morning sun appeared in the sky and a soft breeze was blowing,.
A group of Dharma Masters led a “three steps, one bow” assembly that went from
the mountain gate to the Buddha hall, chanting “Namo Fundamental Teacher
Shakyamuni Buddha” as they walked and bowed. Meanwhile, in the Buddha hall
there was also a recitation of Universal Worthys Conduct and Vows Chapter from the
“Thus bodhi (awakening)

belongs to all living beings. None of the bodhisattvas would have attained the

Avatamsaka Sutra, which contains the following line:

unsurpassed proper enlightenment were it not for the existence of living beings.”

At 8:00 am, the ceremony for the Buddha’s birthday started in the big tent. The
sounds of the Jeweled Censer Praise, the Shurangama Mantra, the Heart Sutra, the
Praise of Buddha Jewel, Universal Bowing, the Three Refuges rose to the skies. Following
was the chanting of the Praise for Bathing the Buddha and True Words for Bathing
the Buddha, which included the vow, “May living beings in the five turbid paths
be liberated from impurity, and together realize the pure Dharma-body of the Thus
Come One.” Many people coming from the San Francisco Bay Area arrived in time
to join in the bathing the Buddha ritual. The assembly, led in fourteen lines, one by
one bowed before the small Buddha statues set in the middle of stands decorated with
fresh flowers (there was a total of 7). In this way, the assembly practiced purifying the
body, speech and mind, and dedicated the merit and virtue universally.

When the staffin the big kitchen was ready to serve the 1,000 people in attendance,
the assembly, led by Dharma Masters, arrived and enjoyed the deliciously prepared
lunch. Bhikshu Jin Wu gave a Dharma talk in which he said that bathing the Buddha
is preparing ourselves to realize enlightenment. Not only do we need to ask ourselves
if we are not contending, not being greedy, not seeking, not being selfish, not self-
benefitting, not lying, we also have to learn from the Buddha’s compassion and vows.
The Venerable Master Hua taught us that the Buddha’s birthday is an efficacious day
for making vows. He hoped that all living beings in the ten dharma realms would
realize buddhahood as soon as possible. Bhikshu Jin Wu also reminded the audience
of the 10th of the Venerable Master Hua’s eighteen great vows“I vow that as long as

there is a single god, immortal, human, asura, air-bound or water-bound creature,
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animate or inanimate object, or a single dragon, beast, ghost, spirit, or
the like of the spiritual realm that has taken refuge with me and has not
accomplished Buddhahood, I too will not attain right enlightenment.”

Bhikshuni Heng Yin said that the human condition is characterized by
suffering—birth, old age, sickness, death, sorrow, distress and afflictions.
If not for living beings’ suffering, the Buddha would not have needed to
appear in the world and show the path to awakening. Today, computers
and cell phones connect everyone together, but the connections are
superficial. When we gather in energy from our six organs, we can truly
connect to our inherent nature. Dharma Master Heng Yin suggested
studying the Shurangama Sutra, Lotus Sutra and Avatamsaka Sutra so
that we can obtain the Buddha’s wisdom, which is our true wealth and
nobility. She also pointed out that switching to a vegetarian diet is one
way to benefit living beings. She urged people to make a vow to be a
vegetarian.

Bhikshu Heng Hing said that the word “Buddha” refers to awakening.
Disciples of the Buddha are developing themselves to realize awakening.
To study Buddhism, one should first understand oneself and reflect
on what needs to change. The ancient sages said that we can realize
Buddhahood when we perfect our roles as human beings. The Buddha
became a Buddha in this mundane world, not in the heavens. So we need
to take care of all our relationships whether we are a parent, child, sibling,
supervisor or employee, or even a Dharma brother. We need to play our
role well. If we do something wrong or we cannot recognize conditions,
then we have to practice from the beginning all over again.

The first program in the afternoon was at Wordless Hall. It was
opened to the public for viewing during this big celebration. People
payed their respect to the Shakyamuni Buddha, Elder Master Xu Yun and
Venerable Master Hua. They also viewed Master Hua’s calligraphy, sutras,
and stationery and other objects he used when he was alive.

There were over 30 people who signed up for taking the Three Refuges
and Five Precepts. One of them came all the way from China to made
a special trip to CTTB for taking refuge and the precepts. Dozens of
pheasants and quails were set free on the back property of CTTB after the
Liberating Life ceremony in the Buddha Hall. When they were released
and spread their wings for flight, all the onlookers shared their joy in
gaining a new life.

Quite a few booths were set up outside the Buddha Hall and in front
of the book warehouse. Representatives of BTTS, DRBU and IDGVS
introduced their programs and news. One CTTB bhikshu had made
wooden keepsakes from the trunk of a large tree that had fallen over
and wrote phrases from scripture text and words such as compassion, joy
and giving on the backs of the keepsakes. These were the most popular

giveaways of the day. &
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