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Dharma Realm Buddhist University
and Sangha Laity Training Program Celebrates Commencement
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By the Editorial Staff
"' | English Translation by Ji An
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On May 22, 2015, Dharma Realm Buddhist University (DRBU) and the
Sangha Laity Program (SLTP) hosted a joint commencement ceremony
at 2:00pm in the Five Contemplations Hall at the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas (CTTB). The Four Assemblies of monastics and laypeople
of CTTB and over a hundred distinguished guests, many of whom
were visiting from other countries, attended this momentous occasion.
Diplomas and degrees were awarded to 34 SLTP graduates, 19 DRBU
graduates from the legacy program, and 4 DRBU graduates from the new
Master’s degree program which is currently in the WASC accreditation
process.

Dr. Susan Rounds, the new President of DRBU was warmly introduced
by Dr. Snejezana Veljacic- Akpinar, DRBU President Emerita. After Dr.
Rounds addressed the assembly, a graduate from each of the respective
programs was invited to speak on behalf of their peers. Bhikshu Jin Fo,
SLTP; Bhikshuni Heng Yin, Master in Buddhist Classics for the DRBU
legacy program, and James Roberts, Master of Arts in Buddhist Classics,
for the newly launched DRBU program. Bhikshuni Heng Yin spoke
eloquently on how the degree was a manifestation of the accomplishment

of the community as a whole, rather than the graduate alone.
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Dr. Fu-jiing Shiue, President of National Taipei University,
delivered the keynote commencement address entitled “Venerable
Master Hua’s foresight and our aspiration from the perspective of global
trends and developments in higher education” in which he emphasized
the importance of studying human virtues and benefiting all sentient
beings in this age of rapid technological advancement. Dr. Shiue took
refuge with the Venerable Master Hua in 1990 when he taught at
George Washington University in Washington, D.C. He has helped to
bring about DRBU delegation’s visit to National Taipei University on
every Taiwan trip in recent years.

After President Shiue’s speech, Dharma Master Heng Sure awarded
SLTP diplomas to male students and Dharma Master Heng Gwei
awarded SLTP diplomas to female students. The male students are
Bhikshus Jin Zhan, Jin Lun, Jin Xing, Jin He, Jin Sheng, Jin Fo, Jin Qi,
Jin W, Jin Xiao, Jin Xiu; Shramanera Gwo Hsing, and Upasaka Yew
Yang Cheong.

The female students are Bhikshunis Jin Qian, Jin Zai, Jin Yang, Jin
Zhen, Jin Lian, Jin Miao, Jin Buo, Jin Jie; Shramanerikas Jin Shu, Jin
Che, Jin Di, Jin Hua, Jin Ye, Jin Nan; Upasikas Chan Kim Teck, Chang
Yoke Kham, Chia Chin Keang, Wu Li Yu, Kouoi H. Su Mei, Nguyen
Sen Thi, See Thoo Pao Yu, Soh Gek Noi, Christine Lin.

Bachelor in Buddhist Classics degrees were conferred on Bhikshunis
Jin Jung, Jin Ming, Jin Tyan. Master in Buddhist Classics degrees were
conferred on Bhikshunis Heng Yin, Heng Je, Heng Jin, Jin Xiang,
Jin Jian; Shramanera Jin Fang; Upasikas Stacy Chen, Chi-chun Hsu,
Master of Buddhist Education

degrees were conferred on Bhikshunis Jin Kai and Jin Mo. Master of

Kien Po, Nga Tran, Jason Tseng.

Arts in Translation and Language Studies degrees were conferred on
Bhikshunis Heng Tyan, Jin Deng, Jin Jing. In the newest DRBU degree
program, Master of Arts in Buddhist Classics degrees were conferred on
Bhikshuni Jin Lian, Shramanerika Jin Shao, Upasaka James Roberts
and Upasika Huali Yuan.

Dr. Ronald Epstein was awarded the title Professor Emeritus after

teaching as a professor at DRBU for over forty years. Bhikshuni Heng

Syin was awarded the title Dean Emerita for sixteen years of service as
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the Dean of Chinese Studies at DRBU.

With deepest gratitude on behalf of the
faculty, staff, students, and graduates, Dr.
Rounds presented the title of President Emerita
to Dr. Akpinar for serving as President of
DRBU for twenty years. All assembled offered
a standing ovation in appreciation of her
dedication and service.

As the ceremony closed, all assembled
chanted the Dedication of Merit transferring
merit and virtue to all living beings in the

Dharma Realm.  The Faculty and new

graduates then filed out to Jin Xu Kong (Pervading Empty Space), a song written
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by the Venerable Master for DRBU, which was played by two students from
Developing Virtue School, Vanessa Sun and Betty Shen.
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Jin Xu Kong (Pervading Empty Space)

The Buddha-Nature fills up everywhere to the ends of empty space.

The continual generations of sentient beings pervade the Dharma Realm.
Living beings become Buddhas; Budddhas in turn transform their fellow beings.
The Ten Thousand Dharmas are made from the mind alone!

The Ten Thousand Dharmas are made from the mind alone!

United in our single goal, we revive the sagely teachings.

Sharing bitterness, courageously striving rogether in the Way.

We will be open and fair, unselfish, and above all, straight-minded.

Washing clean the defiling dust in the pool of the seven jewels.

Until finally, in the pure, clear light of the Ten Thousand Buddhas —
Wonderful Enlightenment!

The Ten Thousand Dharmas are made from the mind alone!

The 1én Thousand Dharmas are made from the mind alone!%
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EXEHNIE In America & Europe, please send to:

Gold Mountain Monastery

800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108
Tel: (415) 421-6117  Fax: (415) 788-6001

oMM E In Asia & Australia, please send to:
Dharma Realm Guan Yin Sagely Monastery
161, Jalan Ampang,

50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel: (03)2164-8055 Fax: (03) 2163-7118
Email: pgysm1@gmail.com
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I am enclosing a check made to D.R.B.A. for a
subscription to VAJRA BODHI SEA for:
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