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EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE CHINA PERIOD
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White Mountains and
Black Waters
Nurture Rare Talent

(continued)
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A new edition by the Committee for the Publication of
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography

Translated into English by Genglin Zheng and others
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71. Taking Across a Vicious Daughter-in-Law

One time Master Hua went to the west dam, hoping to borrow carts
from the districts governor, Zhonggin Liu, but he was rejected because
of their demand during the busy farming period. Later, Master Hua
saved a dying child’s life and transformed a woman who was unfilial and

discourteous to others, which moved District Governor Liu.

Story in Venerable Master’s Own Words:

Building a temple required us to borrow carts from anywhere possible,
in order to transport the building materials. Other monks helped look for
carts, but they were all rejected no matter where they went. The people in
the village said, “The temple is too far away from our houses and we do
not have time (to walk such a long distance). You should go to other places
near the temple to find carts.” Later, the abbot asked me to go out and
borrow carts. In total there were about eight hundred and thirty carts used
to build the temple, which was similar to the number of bows I did per day.
I borrowed about seven hundred carts. It was very difficult to borrow carts,
because I had to wake up and leave the house at three in the morning, walk
a really long distance, then follow the carts as they transported the materials

during the day. I was only able to rest after ten at night. I was about twenty
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years old at that time and wore ragged clothes. During both the winter and
summer, | wore three layers of fabric. I didn’t wear either shoes or socks in
the snow. People saw me as very unusual, thinking that I might be more than
human, so whenever they would see me, they would prostrate and promise to
lend me carts.

I remember that I had been to a village called Big Dam, and Mr. Liu
was the district governor of that village. I said to him, “It has been a long
time since the temple was last renovated, so now we are starting to repair it
again. I'd like to invite all of you from the different villages to help rebuild the
temple.” Governor Liu said, “It’s farming season, and all the families are very
busy, so we can’t provide time to renovate the temple.”

At that moment, a woman from outside looked through the glass windows
and came in, appearing as if she was going to cry. She said, “My baby is about
to die. Master, do you have any way to save my child’s life? If you can cure
him, we will all be willing to lend carts and help transport the material no
matter how busy we are.” I asked her, “What is your child dying from?” She
answered, “I don’t know.”

I answered, “It is because you do not have filial respect for your parents-
in-law and your sisters-in-law. Therefore, the baby is dying. If you want him
to recover, you must repent! First, you should start offering incense to the
Buddha in your house, as well as to the memorial tablets of your ancestors,
and you should repent, saying “I will now be filial towards my parents-in-
law and treat my sisters-in-law well. Then kneel down to your parents and
acknowledge your fault, promising that you will be accommodating in the
future and no longer rebellious. If you do this with a sincere heart, your baby
will definitely be healed.

She loved her child so much that she followed all of my instructions, but
despite that, the child was still dying, with no sign of recovery. Distressed,
she ran to see me again. I said, “Bring your child to me.” When I saw him,
he looked three or four years old; his eyes were shut and his mouth was
hanging open. I patted his head three times and told her, “He’s cured.” The
boy was instantly cured. He opened his eyes, looked around, and was able to
walk on his own after just a few minutes. After this, Governor Lius whole
family took refuge in the Buddha, and promised to lend carts to transport the
construction materials. There were only thirteen carts available in that village,
and yet twelve were provided to us the following morning,.

On their way home that night, one mule was injured. The owner felt
confused, thinking “We should have received merit and virtue by helping
transport material for the temple, so why did my mule hurt its leg?” He
continually pondered over this and yet couldn’t understand, so he came to
ask me, “‘Old master, how did this happen?” I responded, “Don’t be so quick
to jump to a conclusion. You are only aware of your mule’s injury, but how
do you know that if your mule hadn’t been injured, someone in your family
might have died instead? So what do you have to say now? Even though
your mule is injured now, it will recover in the future. Through its injury,

one of your relatives lives was saved.” He was very impressed when he heard
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Watch Our Every Action
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A Talk by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on January 15, 1993
English translation by Buddhist Text Translation Society

KMAEH G A H HE We who are Buddhists should abide by
VG HL TG 4B o A K A A b B A the rules and follow the regulations. In the
RETHG » TEE A KM beginning Buddhism had no precepts or
A SBHMAERPHABELY regualtions to speak of. Because most people
PR B R RFE 4 tend to be undisciplined, Shakyamuni
ook AR A R o 14| AR Buddha had no choice but to establish
HA LB RG  AME— the precepts and regulations. The precepts
BARE SRk B> AT prevent evil. Each one of us should always

£ AMAEBAEG T “do no evil and practice all good.” Don't
2Rk Rhk AT R break the rules. We should abide by the

o . Dh , the | f the Buddha, 11
o AMAE AL AT arma, the laws of the Buddha, as well as

B 2 A8 % @ 4 ik o observe the laws of the nation.
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ARAATFAMEFH > ATR inwards to reflect on what we have done
AR &N AREEG during the day. Ask yourself: Have I done
HAHAREEGHT 2 RA anything against the law or unreasonable?
FRAAEGA B R BAYF Have I been dishonest to others, or tried to
BT xE?E—RAEL cheat others by saying untruthful things?
¥ttt a o K AEHETF Each day we should examine ourselves. Only

4 46 Gk — 48 4 49 % F ~ 4 | then will we deserve to be a disciple of the
WP A o & Buddha. &

2§ > ‘ BIOGRAPHIES

<1
=

We should watch ourselves in our every
action and never let our attention wander
outside “away from home, whether we are
moving or still, sleeping or awake.” To “watch

ourselves” means to turn our attention
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