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Cherishing Youth Day in DRBA Monasteries
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“Regard all elders as your own parents; cherish all children as your own
children.” This year, several monasteries of Dharma Realm Buddhist
Association hosted an annual celebration of Cherishing Youth Day starting in
April, complete with a program of performances and activities. Avatamsaka
Vihara in Bethesda, Maryland started first with a celebration on April 12.
Over 40 children and their parents from Washington, DC, Virginia and
Maryland were welcomed to the vihara by Dharma Masters, volunteers, and
members of the local Dharma Realm Buddhist Youth (DRBY) group. The
program was planned early this year by members of DRBY, Dharma Masters
and volunteers. They came up with an interesting and exciting program to
offer their young visitors.

Sunday school teacher Daisey Guo explained the origins of Mother’s Day
to the assembled audience and DRBY members taught the kids how to make
beautiful and artistic Mother’s Day cards. Children made flower offerings to
the Buddhas at the Buddha Hall and presented their handmade Mother’s
Day cards to their mothers. They bowed and said “thank you” in unison to
their parents for their kindness in caring for them and bringing them up. It
was a moving event. This was followed by the meal offering ceremony and a
delicious lunch that was thoughtfully prepared by the kitchen.

The afternoon’s activities were likewise as varied. Members of DRBY led
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the children in making arts and crafts and playing games, including
making origami paper lotuses, an egg hunt, jumping rope, various
brain-teaser games, a three-legged race and a basketball game.
Meanwhile, parents staying indoors could listen to Shen Bao, a
well-known expert on Chinese culture in the Washington, DC
area, who gave a talk on, “The highest goodness is like water.”

In the DC area, Ms. Bao Shen lectures on “Appreciating
the Chinese Classics” series and is also the founder of De Ming
Chinese School. The phrase, “The highest goodness is like water”
comes from Laozi’s Dao De Jing. Ancient sages in China realized
the eternal truth from the following verse: “Looking up, he
contemplated the brilliant forms exhibited in the sky; looking
down, he surveyed the patterns shown on the earth.” This wisdom,
tested and tried throughout the years, has turned into the essential
knowledge of the good aspect of Chinese tradition. During her
illuminating talk that day, Ms. Shen’s marvelous words dropped
like pearls as she spoke. The talk was 2 hours long and was well-
received by the audience.

The Vihara’s celebration of Cherishing Youth Day ended with
everyone partaking of freshly-made Taiwanese shaved ice. Leaving,
children brought back gifts that the friends of the Vihara had
graciously prepared for them and a rich day filled with memories.
Many were sad to leave, and those at the Vihara expressed that they
look forward to welcoming back old and new friends at next year’s
celebration.

On April 17%, 2015, the boys and girls’ schools at the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas worked together to celebrate the
Cherishing Youth Day. Over 800 students, teachers and parents
from local schools were invited to come in two groups. The boys
and girls’ schools take turns to host the Honoring Elders Day and
Cherishing Youth Day celebrations each year. This year was the
boys’ school’s turn to host Cherishing Youth Day. They put on a
show based on the story “Journey to the West” to string together
all of the performances. The student emcees interacted with the
audience warmly and the event was filled with an energetic and
engaging spirit.

The boys™ school also performed “Journey to the West” two
years ago on Cherishing Youth Day. At that time, they focused
on stories that happened in the westbound side of the journey.
This year, the drama focused on Dharma Master Xuanzhuang’s
eastbound route. Michael Lu, who often serves as the English
translator for Dharma Masters at the Buddha Hall, acted in the
role of Dharma Master Xuanzhuang and shaved his head for this
performance.

As the scenario goes, Monkey was chased by dragons (the

dragon dance troupe of Developing Virtue Secondary School).
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Demon king and his minions used their magic to put Dharma
Master Xuanzhuang, Piggy and Sandy to sleep and captured
them. When Monkey came back, secing no one was there, he
didn’t know what to do.

The narrator then pointed to the backdrop with the huge
word “Perseverance” which is also the topic for this year’s
Cherishing Youth Day. The narrator asked the audience:
“Should Monkey give up?” Everyone vyelled, “No.” The
narrator continued to urge the audience to say, “Never, never,
never give up.” Then Monkey was encouraged and inspired and
made a special trip to ask for Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s help. At
that point, the Girls’ School students as well as young boys
from the Elementary Boys’ School entered the stage to perform
a Guan Yin dance. Kevin Vo, the student playing Guan Yin
Bodhisattva in the drama, lacked an appropriate wig for the part, so
this Guan Yin Bodhisattva manifested as a male with crew-cut hair.

Upon receiving Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s help, and upon hearing
the 24 seasons drumming from the forest, the sound of the drum made
the demon king and his minions fall to the ground. The kings of the
jungle, the lions (the lion dance troupe) appeared to rescue Dharma
Master Xuanzhuang and his disciples from the demon’s spell. Buddhist
scriptures were brought back to China and the Buddhadharma then
could flourish there. Lastly, to the tune of Pharrell Williams™ “Happy,”
the Boys’ School students came back on stage and everybody danced
together. Everyone was happy.

Riley Fong, the writer of the script, said that the success of this
year’s Cherishing Youth Day was not about their performance, but
about the team work in which every student got involved. He also
pointed out that a newly-ordained shramanera worked in the film
industry for many years and was consulted in designing the set. That

enabled them to have a 3D set for the first time and enhanced the

effect of their performances. &






