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Dharma Masters, ladies and gentlemen,
students, good evening. I came here before so
this place is quite close at heart. When I visited
CTTB some 17 years ago, some of you were
not even born yet and now youre all grown.
Although your school had only opened shortly
before I came, I realized, following a talk with
some of the teachers and administrators at
your school, that they had a very good vision
of education and they wished to establish a

good school here in CTTB. And now today
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you have more and more students enrolled at your schools. This shows
their vision has been accomplished and has been welcomed by more
people. Just now, your teachers shared a great vision with me: start by
nurturing good character and being a proper person before focusing on
academics. I really admire this vision and I feel fortunate for all you
students here today because you are able to learn and study under such a
system of education. I addressed the students first because I myself focus
on education and I take special care and pay special attention on how
students at our school develop.

The main topic I would like to address today is education. I hope
that through my talk tonight all of you will have a new outlook on
education. When I say new outlook, I don’t actually consider it new.
Maybe we should call it an appropriate outlook because as the saying
goes, “Even after a long time, it does not become outdated.” Sometimes,
something that is appropriate is often regarded to be new when the
world does not have enough correct understanding about certain things.
Some things are actually new, as in new ideas, new inventions, while
other things have been here for a long time but because there is a lack
of understanding of them, when we finally see them, we think they are
new. It is the latter that I wish to introduce today. When we rediscover
certain ideas, we are able to obtain and get different meanings and
interpretations of what we have recently found.

The main topic I would like to address today is regarding reciting
classical texts and education. I will talk about education and reciting
classical texts from the perspective of lingual education and then I will
talk about lingual education from the perspective of education as a
whole. I say this because lingual education is a prerequisite of education.
It is an important part of education which cannot be neglected; it must
be sound. If it is to be achieved through teaching the recitation of
classical texts, which perhaps is the easiest way to lay this foundation,
then there is absolutely no way we can talk about lingual education
without paying any attention to teaching the recitation of classical texts.
If we lay a good lingual foundation, it is very likely that we can solve the
many problems we encounter in education today, possibly even all the
problems in today’s education. So I feel even though the topic might
seem very narrow and limited, in fact it applies to a lot of broader issues.

When I think of education, I think of three general principles,
which also are called rules or guidelines. This refers to three things that
cannot be missed in our critical understanding of education. These three
are: i) time and place, ii) content, and iii) method. They refer to the
time and place where we teach recitation of classical texts, the content,
which are the classical texts in this case; and in which method we recite
them. Two issues are involved in teaching the recitation of classical texts,
i.e. the teaching materials and the teaching method. Lets take a look

at the content first. Why are they called classical texts? Because they
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are works that contain the most wisdom, and are derived
from the human nature. In China, we say it began from
the Way; it came from heaven and earth, from nature. So
when these various works are written from human nature,
from the Way, from Mother Nature, from heaven and earth,
then it follows that the ideas put forth by those works will
be as broad and as everlasting as all these things. That is
why works that are practical and everlasting are referred to
as classical texts.

What is meant by reciting classical texts? In Chinese,
“recite” can also mean “read”. However, it does not refer
to the way we read novels in that we just read them once
and then forget about them. Instead, we must be like the
ancients where we read important texts and books again
and again. Reading the same text many, many times leaves a
deeper impression, to the point that one can even memorize
it. This is because the content contained within these texts is
important and profound; it requires a long time to process
and understand, so we must continue to read the texts until
we can incorporate it into our lives. In order to gain its
benefits, we must read the texts again and again to the point
of memorization; this is what is meant by “recite.”

Earlier, I talked about the three principles of education:
the first is time and place, the second is content and the
third is method. I already said that the content is the
classical texts. The method is to recite them. So what is time
and place? The time and place is before adolescence, or in
simple terms: before 13 years old. That is why the full title
of the education of reciting classical texts is the “education
of children’s recitation of classical texts,” because if children
can recite classical texts, then they can develop a high lingual
skill and a deep cultural background early on. As the saying
goes, language is the foundation of learning. If children
possess a strong lingual foundation, then this will help them
when they are learning other subjects. In this way, children
will have fewer problems with their learning. Then there is
also the issue of development of cultural background, i.e.
one’s character, one’s morals and one’s virtue, which when
developed through recitation of classical texts, can gradually
nurture a pleasant nature as well as lofty ambitions and a
unique wisdom. We must also understand that classical texts
are the essence of civilization. If we want to understand our
civilization, then we have to understand and recite its classical
texts because it will help us develop our personal character
as well as the character of the human race throughout the

world.
s0To be continued





