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Chapter 4: Living in a Benevolent Neighborhood

It is for certain that petty persons are unable to stand their ground. Upright
individuals invariably leave a good reputation that will go down to posterity,
whereas deviant people leave a bad impression for years to come. People who are
proper and upright uphold the guidelines of not contending, not being greedy,
not seeking, not being selfish, not wanting personal gain, and not lying. As
for petty persons, they are selfish in all respects, look for self-benefits at every
opportunity, are greedy and self-seeking in whatever they do, and contend with
others wherever they go. Whether it is fighting for fame and gain, position and
status, rights and prestige, or wealth and property, their greed leads them to
contend with others over everything and anything! Desiring fame and fortune,
they will not give up contending with others even when they are about to die.
They engage in these sorts of things even in their death throes.

Therefore, regardless of whether it is a gentleman or a petty person standing
before us, we can use the Six Guidelines to appraise them. Once we apply the Six
Guidelines, the airs of a petty person and the spirit of a gentleman are apparent
immediately. Look! These Six Guidelines are a demon-spotting mirror, revealing
whatever goblins, demons, ghosts and weird creatures that appear before it. This

has implications for managing one’s household.
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When it comes to regulating the self, a petty person wants all the
benefits for himself otherwise he will feel resentful. He complains when
other people receive benefits, in which case others will also complain about
him. This results in mutual resentment. Ha! Why do people resent him? It
is because he is not fair, and he is selfish, contentious, greedy, seeking and
wants personal gain. Therefore, let me tell all of you here at the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas: Anyone who is able to abide by and practice the Six
Guidelines is a bodhisattva, a sage and a gentleman; anyone who is unable
to do this is a petty person and the scum of Buddhism!

No matter how intelligent or wise you are, all that is false and you
become a victim of your own cleverness. This is a place where the forces of
yin and yang intersect, and a turning point between rising and falling. If
you fall, the issue lies with the Six Guidelines. Should you violate the Six
Guidelines, then you will definitely fall. If you want people in general to
think highly of you and trust you, then genuinely practice the Six Guidelines
and everyone will respect you.

In this respect, we ourselves have to establish our moral character. If you
do not take personal responsibility in establishing your own moral character
and instead direct all your efforts externally, expecting people to treat you
well, it won’t work. Acting in this way is no different from “climbing a tree
to catch fish” [a Chinese idiom meaning “to attempt the impossible”]. If you
are wanting in your moral character and are not trustworthy in the least,
who would want to be nice to you? If you, Sir, lack virtue, you have only
yourself to blame for not cultivating. Therefore, left-home people must not
become the scum of Buddhism. Do not destroy the principles of Buddhism
from within the Buddhist establishment. Stop disparaging the Buddhist
teachings while practicing Buddhism. In this way, you can avoid being a
condemned person in the Buddhist circles and you will then be able to

make some contribution to Buddhism.
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