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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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A Failed Reformation—
Wang Anshi (continued)
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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on June 13, 1987
English translation by Alejandro Gracia
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By rejecting all opposing parties, he destroyed his own future
singlehandedly. He rejected anyone who did not agree with him
and forced them to resign, but in the end, he was also forced to resign
because he was unable to make any progress, and could only retreat.

Highly ambitious and seeking fame. He was a pragmatic
person who found ways to make quick gains.

He was vain and arrogant, and his policies quickly lost
support. Overestimating himself, he exaggerated his own abilities
and lost himself in the power and fame. He should not have excluded
such talented officials as Fan Zhongyan and Sima Guang, making life
so hard for the people that they could barely survive. Consequently,
Elder Scholar Su Laoquan said that he was a treacherous minister.

For his own enjoyment and benefit, Cai Jing brought
devastation and ruin upon the country. Learning from Wang
Anshi’s example, Cai Jing brought the Song Dynasty to ruin.

Banishing many loyal and talented officials. The loyal and
worthy officials were driven out, making them unable to participate
in the affairs of the country.

One man’s recklessness is hated by thousands. Because his
actions were reckless and impulsive, the people detested him.

As the people live in misery and cry for help. The people suffer

so much that they cry out, saying: “Father! Mother! This is too much
suffering!” &
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