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Louis & Clark College Community Service Team Visited CTTB
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The community service team from Oregon’s Louis and Clark College
came to spend their spring break at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
in the last week of March. They learned about Buddhist thoughts and
practice. They also experienced how it is to live the life as a volunteer in
this communicty.

This community service team cleared and prepared a quarter acre
of land on the organic farm. They mixed soil with compost and planted
trees and flowers around Wordless Hall and Girls High School. They
also inventoried the publications in the book warehouse. They had
conversations and exchanged ideas with the girl and boy students at
CTTB.

This trip was organized by Jaemin Lee, the Buddhist group founder of
this college. He was born to a Korean immigrant family in New Zealand.
His parents founded the Korean Buddhist Association in Auckland, New
Zealand. Jaemin took refuge with Buddhism in youth and has taken the
five precepts several times. He has been a vegetarian for almost five years.
Jaemin is in his junior year, majoring in psychology and religious studies.
He founded the buddhist group at Louis and Clark College in 2013.
There are about 80 people on the email list but only six to eight students
normally come for the Buddhist group meeting and meditation.

Jaemin said that he had learned about the strict precepts upheld at
CTTB. Hence, when he came to the United States for higher education,
he prioritized his time to visit CTTB, and has done so eight or nine
times to date. However, this is only the second time for him to organize

the community service team of Louis and Clark College. During their
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stay at CTTB, they sat in group meditation for an hour every morning
with Dharma Master Jin Chuan and did volunteer work two hours each
morning and afternoon. They also had classes in the afternoon and evening
with Dharma Master Jin He, studying Buddhadharma and life together.

The team’s faculty advisor is Beth Szczepanki. She is the College’s “World
Music” professor and she also speaks Mandarin. She taught in China for
three years and came to CTTB to study Buddhist chanting. She attended
the DRBU 2014 summer seminar on reading and translating Buddhist
texts. This is her third time visiting CTTB and she hopes to come again.

Thao Tran is a Vietnamese student majoring in economy. She came to
the United States in 2011. While learning about the concept of “All men
are created equal” she gradually forgot about the importance of respect for
the Triple Jewels and others. The first thing she picked up at CTTB was to
recover the respect for the Triple Jewels and others. She said, “Respect is an
important virtue.” She is also in favor of meditation, feeling that it helps
her be more focused.

Matthew Wong is from Malaysia majoring in international relations.
He stayed at CT'TB without using a cell phone, getting on-line, or watching
TV. He felt that ics good for the self-nature to reduce our attachments.
However, when he sat in meditation, he could only focus for four or five
seconds and then his thoughts scattered. He smiled and said, “When it
comes to cultivation, it’s still a long way to go for me.”

Maria Andrade is a freshman majoring in sociology and anthropology.
She is from Ecuador. While she didn’t have any preconceptions about
CTTB, spending her first college spring break here helped her realize that
life can be so simple and that she didn’t have to overthink so much.

Louis Herrot is from France and he speaks Mandarin. He took a
Chinese class in high school and got the Chinese name “An Ru-yi”. He
likes the food served by the kitchen here, “very delicious”. He also likes
meditation but feels he has many idle thoughts, too.

Owen Ellerkamp majors in environmental science. He felt happy
during the stay at CTTB. He said that he would sit in meditation more
after going back to school.

Andrew Hill majors in religious studies. He seldom watches TV and
he doesn’t use social media. He quickly acclimated to the pure lifestyle of
CTTB. He enjoyed the talk on twelve causes and conditions as well as the
happy formula explained by Doug Powers. Andrew Hill hopes to come
back again.

Kien Po, the DRBU staff in charge of welcoming this group, said that
when they first came here, they looked scattered, talking excitedly about
their lives in college. However, after a few days here, they became settled
and talked more about the Buddhadharma they had learned. Even though
they only stayed at CTTB for four days, they were affected a lot by their

time here. &





