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Dharma Protector — Spike Morelli
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Filippo “Spike” Morelli has lived in many places, but now, living in the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas (CTTB) with his wife Angela, he has found a place he calls home.

Born in Florence, Italy and raised Catholic, Spike was exposed to religion and religious life from
a young age. He mentions spending time as a young adult with Franciscan monks, who left a positive
impression on him - they were “walking the talk” and living life practicing what they believed in.

His work as a technology entrepreneur led him from Florence to London, where he worked as a
systems engineer at Linden Lab and other companies, and to the United States, where he co-founded
a start-up company to improve online education, worked for Google, and co-founded Lean Startup
Circle, while serving as a mentor and coach to startups and young entrepreneurs.

Underlying all of this, however, was a deeper search for freedom.

When he and his wife Angela came to attend a Guan Yin session in 2012, he was struck by a story
about Master Hua that Doug Powers shared in an evening lecture at Dharma Realm Buddhist University.
“Master Hua said to a group of hippies who came to see him, ‘Do you think you are free? Who do you
think is truly free — you or me?” After proving to them that he was, they became his students.” The same
happened to him as he realized that ultimate freedom meant freedom from the deluded mind.

Looking back, Spike says, “As a child I wanted freedom from my parents, as a student I wanted
freedom from the teachers, when I started working I wanted freedom from my boss, and when I was my
own boss I found that wasn’t freedom either.”

Angela decided to move to CTTB in 2012. Spike had to commute between Silicon Valley and
CTTB on a weekly basis. One and half years later, when Spike was about to switch to a new department
of Google, Angela urged him to leave high tech world and move to CTTB in search of their Buddha
Nature.

Oddly enough, at CTTB he has made precepts a large part of his practice. He says, “My view on
precepts has shifted. I used to perceive them as rules that would limit what I could and couldn’t do. Now
I see them as a support mechanism to keep my habitual mind in check.”

He and Angela took the bodhisattva precepts in 2014. For him, it was one of the most joyful
moments in his life. He says, “We got to spend a lot of time with the Sangha. Usually, my opportunity
to interact with the monastics is quite limited. That week, we had classes every day with three monks,
and I really enjoyed being in their presence. I saw that they taught with incredible patience, they were
there for me, just like no other teacher I had ever encountered.”

He also started reciting Earth Store Sutra on a daily basis under a special cause and condition in
2014. He has been deeply moved by the great compassion of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s vow and the
daily recitation has brought him and his wife much peace and a new understanding of the Mahayana
path.

At CTTB, he has been helping with the community’s technology issues and needs, supporting
DRBU in its tech development, the various translation groups and the Sangha in their use of technology
to spread the Dharma.

He also helps kneading the dough for making Chinese bun at the Jun Kang vegetarian restaurant a
few Sundays a month and with other odd jobs like the general repairs in Buildings and Grounds when
an extra pair of hands is needed.

Even though it’s a laborious work, he feels that it greatly helps him on his mindfulness practices and
silent recitation, which includes reciting Earth Store Bodhisattva’s name over 1,000 times a day. Most
recently, he helped Ron Epstein organize a DRBU discussion on Buddhist ethics and technology.

Asked about his long-term goals, he says, “My goal is to support CTTB in being a harmonious

community for serious cultivation.” &
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