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Wang Taisheng, Master Sculptor of
Guan Yin Bodhisattvawith a Thousand Hands and Eyes

G R X By Yi Huan Shi
AR FF English Translation byVanessa Sun
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UK EARAR  FEWR AR Void as the sky is his substance and appearance,
W KEgHa > BBALAERE His jeweled cowl encircles a hundred worlds,
ABEGR AR BE Y BARL, Wide as the four seas is his mouth,

ety B+ Kk Bright as the sun and moon are his eyes,

T AT A A RERBPEALEC The myriad phenomena are his necklace gems,

—— A KHAREXEwHHEBEHE) He matkes the unsurpassed vow and is endowed with eloquence;

He bestows the virtues of fourteen kinds of fearlessness to all,

(il D Il o S oh P it 2 0 T- TR Responding ro sentient beings in his thirty-two wondrous forms,
TEME » H— L SRR R R LK All beings see him with reverent admiration,
TFAIBERY G (S hryEs T Because he spreads extensively the Buddha’s kindness and compassion.
T | o EHEHE ORI A > B —Guan Yin Praise, composed by Emperor Wen of the Ming Dynasty

FERAA T FTIRGAESER - BEMm
REEEEERTEENY (T T IR i S
KEDwmfEEE AR L fEEELE) - MR
RESA GOt E TR Over time, many newcomers to Buddhism have asked about Guan Yin
BREUIRE > WESEABERREEA Bodhisattva’s thousand hands and eyes. There is an account of this in the
ALPEEEE - BEEnE B (B qanlation of 7he Thousand Hands and Eyes Guan Yin Bodpisattva’s Vast, Great,

In 1979, the Thousand Hands and Eyes Guan Yin Bodhisattva statue was
installed in the Buddha Hall. Since then, it has been as what Emperor Wen

described in his Guan Yin Praise, “All beings see him with reverent admiration.”
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Perfect and Unobstructed Great Compassion Heart Dharani Sutra by Bhagavaddharma.
As the account is given, countless eons ago there was a Buddha named King of a
Thousand Lights Who Abides in Stillness. Out of compassion for all beings, he spoke
the Perfect and Unobstructed Great Compassion Heart Dharani. Hearing this mantra, the
bodhisattva Guan Yin immediately passed from the first stage through to the eighth
stage of the bodhisattva path, and wishing to benefit all beings, made the following
vow: If in the future I can bring benefit and peace to all beings, may I now be
reborn with a thousand hands and eyes. Upon making this vow, the thousand hands
and eyes appeared.

Taisheng Wang, a master sculptor of Buddha statues from China, was trained in
the Ningbo tradition of woodcarving. Other than the Thousand Hands and Eyes Guan
Yin Bodhisattva statue at the Buddha Hall of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, there
are three other statues in Taiwan, two in Canada, and another in Hong Kong. This
article will introduce the readers to the history of the Guan Yin statues in each place.

1. City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, United States

The height of the Thousand Hands and Eyes Guan Yin statue in the Buddha Hall
is 20 feet. It has eleven faces. Some expressions are gentle and kind, others are stern
and fierce.

Whether compassionate or angry, the statue is dignified and majestic. The
bodhisattva’s thousand golden hands and eyes fan out on each side. To carve the statue,
Venerable Master Hua specifically invited Taisheng Wang to come from Hong Kong to
CTTB to work on it. Mr. Wang spent a number of years carving this towering golden
bodhisattva.

2. Gold Buddha Monastery, Canada

The Thousand Hands and Eyes Guan Yin Bodhisattva adorning Gold Buddha
Monastery originally was in Hong Kong’s Buddhist Lecture Hall. In Hong Kong, the
Buddhist Lecture Hall held a opening ceremony for the statue of Guan Yin Bodhisattva
on March 1, 1959. Three days before the ceremony they had a “Quelling Disasters
and Lengthening Life Medicine Buddha Bowing Repentance” and three days after the
opening ceremony there was the “Great Compassion Bowing Repentance.” Then in
1970, the statue was transported from Hong Kong to Gold Mountain Monastery in

San Francisco. In winter of 1983, Gold Buddha Monastery was established, at which
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point the statue was relocated from San Francisco to
Gold Buddha Monastery in Canada.

3. International Guanyin Sagely Buddhist
Monastery, Canada

International Guanyin Sagely Buddhist Monastery
is a branch of Hong Kong’s Cixing Monastery. Since
1983, the carved statue of the Thousand Hands and
Eyes Guan Yin has been in the monastery for people
to venerate.

4. Lantau Island Guan Yin Monastery, Hong
Kong

The construction of the statue of Guan Yin
Bodhisattva was completed in 1959. It was donated
by a sincere Buddhist named Zhaoyang Cai. Taisheng
Wang was also the one who wa responsible for the process of
constructing this statue. Until then, nobody in Hong Kong
had carved a statue of the Thousand Hands and Eyes Guan Yin
Bodhisattva. Therefore, when Mr. Wang was recruiting workers to
help him in the construction process, he asked that they keep a
vegetarian diet. The process took them ten years to finish and they
were done in 1969.

5. Pu-Li Buddha’s Light Monastery, Taiwan

Buddha’s Light Monastery is located on Guan Yin Mountain
together with many other temples. The monastery was constructed
in 1969, and the Thousand Hands and Eyes Guan Yin Bodhisattva
statue in the Buddha Hall is 60 feet in height. It is the same model
as the one in CTTB.

6. Xizhi Ci-Hang Guan Yin Temple, Taiwan

Ci-Hang Temple was founded to commemorate Dharma
Master Ci-Hang. The temple is located in Xizhi District, New
Taipei City, and was built in 1963. The Thousand Hands and Eyes
Guan Yin Bodhisattva was made in a seated position and is located
in the right wing of the Buddha Hall.

7. Cheng-Tian Chan Monastery, Guan Yin Temple, Taiwan

In 1955, Cheng-Tian Temple was established by Elder Master
Guanggqin. Within the temple, there was originally a statue of a
seated Thousand Hands and Eyes Guan Yin Bodhisattva that
was ordered by two Dharma Masters from Hong Kong. After the
statue was sent to Taiwan, the temple was unable to keep it for
visitors to make offerings to it, due to many reasons. The statue was
continuously moved about and could not be permanently installed
anywhere. A publisher named Yun-Peng Lee who worked at the
Taipei Tian-Hua Publishing Company decided to offer his house
as a place to install the statue. Twenty years later, the statue was
moved to Cheng-Tian Monastery as an offering and a ceremony

was held in 2006 formally installing it. &
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