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By Xi-ren You

English Translation by Lotus Lee

At the celebration of
Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s
birthday at the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas
this year, a total of 50
pheasants and  qualils
were set free during the
liberating life ceremony.
However, the object of
everyone’s attention was
a piglet. This was the first
time in nearly forty years
of CTTB’s history that a pig had been liberated.

This lucky piglet was found alone by a road near Ukiah at the end of
February. Since no one knew where it came from, it was sent to Bright
Haven animal sanctuary in Santa Rosa. Vicki Sims, the administrative
staff, said that when it first arrived, the piglet was running a fever and
weighed only two pounds. They estimated that it was only five days old.
The people at Bright Haven named the piglet Gracie.

Sims brought Gracie to CTTB on April 5th for the liberation of
life ceremony, and she took the three refuges with the other animals
that would also be liberated. By this time, Gracie had regained her
health and grown considerably, weighing about 15 pounds. After the
ceremony was over, she was let out of her carrier to run around in front
of the Buddha Hall.

Seeing Gracie oink happily and run around freely, many people
who had attended the ceremony were very happy for this piglet who
had taken refuge. Since there isn't a place for her to live in CTTB, nor
are there enough people to take care of her, Gracie will continue to
live at Bright Haven until the end of her days. Her living costs will be
covered by DRBA, one of her sponsors, and also by private donations.

The people who work at Bright Haven are all vegetarian, so there
is no danger of Gracie getting killed. According to the contract, Gracie
cannot be used for any business purposes. She will be taken to CTTB
regularly to visit the students at the schools. Instead of being harmful
to the environment they are liberated in or being adversely affected
by their new home, this is the first time animals are being properly

taken care of after being set free. This is a new form of liberating life.
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