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A Brief Explanation of

the Chapter “The Dharma Protection of an Earth Spirit” .o inueq
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Lectured by Dharma Master Haideng at the Wonderful Words Hall of CTTB on December 26, 1985

English Translation by Lotus Lee
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Jambudvipa refers to our planet, and in Chinese, it means
“supreme gold.” You can see that Earth Store Bodhisattva has
many affinities with the world because you will find countless
stories about Earth Store Bodhisattva in any explanation of
the Earth Store Sutra. Today, we only talked about a few stories
because we don’t have much time. When we lecture on the
sutras, we should do our best to explain the meaning of the
text as much as possible. When we are studying the sutras, we
should work hard to understand the meaning of the text also,
so that in the future when we are propagating the Dharma, we
will not have any problems. I am sure that all of you are familiar
with the stories about Manjusri Bodhisattva, Samantabhadra
Bodhisattva, Guanyin Bodhisattva, and Maitreya Bodhisattva;
therefore, I will not go in to detail.

But their vows will ultimately be fulfilled. Manjusri
Bodhisattva, =~ Samantabhadra ~ Bodhisattva, =~ Guanyin
Bodhisattva, and Maitreya Bodhisattva are also capable of
making transformation bodies limitless in number to appear
in the world. Why do they do so? To cross over beings in the
six paths of rebirth, such as devas, humans, asuras, ghosts,
spirits, and animals. However, their vows will ultimately be
fulfilled, just as we can rest at night if we are tired out from our
activities during the day. The power of their vows is immense,
and while it has yet to cease, it will one day come to an end.
In contrast, from the time Shakyamuni Buddha enters Nirvana
until Maitreya Bodhisattva attains Buddhahood, Earth Store
Bodhisattva is responsible for teaching and taking across all
living beings. Therefore, he said: “If the hells are not empty,
I will not become a Buddha.” Such is the great capacity of his

heart.
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Earth Store Bodhisattva
keeps renewing his vows to
teach and transform beings in
the Six Paths throughout eons
as numerous as the number
of sand grains in thousands
of billions of Ganges Rivers.
Earth Store Bodhisattva has
made and

vows to teach

transform all living beings
in the six paths of rebirth. To
make a vow means to hold
your actions to your promises.
Upholding a vow means that
you do not give up what you
have sworn, and hold it in
your mind and your thoughts.
In terms of time, there are many kalpas, as numerous as the grains of sand in
thousands of billions of Ganges Rivers. The source of the Ganges is in Northern
India, and the river itself is seven thousand li long. The grains of sand in the river
are as fine as flour. As for the word “billions,” it is explained in the sutras that
“billion” can also be ten thousand, a million, ten million, or a hundred million.
Here, it probably means millions of billions.

The sand in the Ganges River is very fine and the river itself is very long.
But we are talking about the sand of not one, not a thousand, ten thousand, ten
billion, a hundred billion, a trillion, or ten trillion Ganges Rivers, but billions
upon billions of Ganges Rivers. Converted into kalpas, that is an extremely long
time, so it is said that Earth Store Bodhisattva’s vows are never-ending. After
Shakyamuni Buddha entered Nirvana and before Maitreya Bodhisattva attains
Buddhahood, Earth Store Bodhisattva is in charge of taking across all living
beings.

My mother passed away when I was five years old, so when I heard Dharma
Master Jingquan’s explanation of the Earth Store Sutra 1 was deeply moved. 1
am also willing to spend my life, to spend as many kalpas as there are grains of
sand in billions upon billions of Ganges Rivers, walking the path of Earth Store
Bodhisattva.

World Honored One, as I regard beings of the present and future, if
there are those who, on pure ground in the southern part of their dwellings.
Whether you live in a straw hut, a small monastery, or a big monastery, the
most important part here is to build the shrine in a clean area. Is the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas pure ground? I think it is a most pure place that cannot be
found anywhere else in the world other than the Pure Land. I became a monk
when I was twenty-six years old and began to propagate the Dharma. I spent
thirteen years studying under the guidance of Dharma Master Jingquan, learned
the precepts under the guidance of Dharma Master Nenghai, and learned the

tenets of the Chan School with Dharma Master Hsu Yun. The journey was long
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and hard, and I have composed a poem, which I will recite for you:

In my travels, I have wandered the endless mountains of China.

My fiery ambition has no desire for rebirth in the heavens.

Having climbed the four peaks and the five mountains,

My only wish is to leave behind all attachments and find peace of mind.

From my point of view, there are very few monasteries that are truly
pure, and this is one of the only pure places I've seen. However, the going
has been pretty difficult today because you barely understand what I am
saying, so I will try to speak slowly and talk about more straightforward
things, in the hopes that you might be able to understand a little.

Make shrines of clay, stone, bamboo, or wood. You should find a
clean place first. Then you can use clay, stone, bamboo, or wood to make
a shrine to put Earth Store Bodhisattva in, so not as much dust will alight
on the statue or painting.

Placing within the shrines images of Earth Store Bodhisattva,
either sculpted or painted, or made with gold, silver, copper, or iron,
and then burn incense, make offerings, behold, bow to, or praise him.
The image of Earth Store Bodhisattva can be either sculpted or painted.
For sculpting, the most valuable material you could use would be gold, and
the next valuable kind would be something similar to gold. Some places
use plaster nowadays. Painted images work too; Great Master Hongyi’s
portrayal of Earth Store Bodhisattva was very well painted, and depicted
Earth Store Bodhisattva standing, just like Dharma Protecting Wei Tuo
Bodhisattva. What does this mean? It signifies the fact that Earth Store
Bodhisattva is so busy that he doesn’t even have time to sit down, let alone
sleep. Since he has no time to sit down or sleep, he was painted standing
up. This particular image of Earth Store Bodhisattva has great divine power.
When I was in south China, Dharma Master Hongsan gave me quite a few
copies of this image.

The best way to go is to sculpt or paint Earth Store Bodhisattva. If
you are able, you can use gold, silver, copper, or iron to make the statue.
However, it is not enough to sculpt or paint the image; you must burn
incense as offerings, just like you all do here, as true cultivation. That is
why I speak in praise of the Venerable Master [Hua] and say that he is
a great Bodhisattva. Dharma Master Yuanying once said in praise of the
Great Master Yinguang: “The Bodhisattva’s true cultivation yields genuine
accomplishment; Because of his adherence to the teaching of the Pure Land,
his body was cremated but did not turn to ash.” Not only do you burn
incense and make offerings, there is also proof of your true cultivation. The
Buddha established the rule of eating one meal a day, and it is wonderful
that you uphold this practice. I used to eat only one meal a day, but this
time, since I am traveling with some people from the film industries,
sometimes I eat a little for dinner. If I don’t, I am afraid my illness will act
up, which will give me a hard time after I return home. Sometimes I eat a
little food at night, but when I do so, I envision the Four-armed Guan Yin

Bodhisattva empowering the food that I am eating. This is because some
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ghosts and spirits will draw near to us when they see us eating. Being mindful of
the Four-armed Guan Yin Bodhisattva will enable them to quickly leave suffering
and attain bliss. When I eat, I put into practice the methods of the esoteric school,
but I still make sure not to eat too much.

What are the benefits of making an offering of incense to Earth Store
Bodhisattva? You will acquire good repute that will last for centuries to come. If
you do not have spiritual powers or any other talents and capabilities, people will
not respect you. In the Dharma Ending Age, only if you have spiritual powers
or capabilities will you have fame and repute. If you burn incense as an offering,
it will be easy for you to have a good reputation; since the incense you burn
is fragrant, your reputation will be fragrant as well. In Zhu Geliang’s shrine at
Sichuan province, there is a plaque that says, “His reputation spreads throughout
the universe.” This wholesome retribution comes from burning incense, which
counts as a kind of offering.

As for beholding, bowing to, and praising Earth Store Bodhisattva, if the
image was made well by a talented sculptor, as soon as we see the image, we will
naturally be reverent and respectful. After we behold Earth Store Bodhisattva, we
should bow to him. Bowing is also a form of cultivation. Since I am old now, I can’t
bow as much. Dharma Master Jingquan once said, “Now that I am seventy years
old, my body isn’t what it used to be, and I can’t bow anymore. I can only visualize
myself bowing.” Since he was so old, sometimes when he bowed down, he couldn’t
get back up. Therefore, bowing is quite important.

In the esoteric school, there are four stages to cultivation, and the first one is
called “great bowing.” The best way to practice bowing in this case is on stone tiles,
and one has to bow a hundred thousand times each session. When I practiced great
bowing, I did so on Damiao Mountain in Zitong County. The hundred thousand
juniper trees planted by Zhang Fei and his army in the past are still there, and they
are so tall they could touch the sky. Zhu Geliang’s camp was established there as
well. The path on the mountain is paved in stone, and both the Buddha Hall and
the bowing hall are very big. I was the chair of the Buddhist Association at the
time, so I was able to practice bowing there.

In Sichuan, I know a person who cultivated esoteric practices, and he told me
that he had practiced the esoteric school for thirty one years, but had never been
able to finish doing a hundred thousand prostrations. Why? Let us say that you
do a thousand prostrations a day, so that you get to ten thousand prostrations in
ten days, and a hundred thousand in a hundred days. You have almost finished a
hundred thousand prostrations, but something comes up and you are unable to
continue. Then, none of the prostrations you did previously will count, so you will
have to start all over again. To make a hundred thousand prostrations is the practice
of great bowing in the esoteric school. Frequently, the practitioner’s clothes become
all ragged, and blood seeps from their foreheads, fingers, knees, and even toes. It
takes remarkable skill to accomplish.

This chapter, The Dharma Protection of an Earth Spirit, talks about cultivating
the Dharma Door of Earth Store Bodhisattva: sculpting or painting his image,
beholding and bowing to it. If you truly cultivate and succeed in this practice, your

success will come just as quickly as Asanga Bodhisattva was able to cultivate the

Dharma Door of Maitreya Bodhisattva and see Maitreya Bodhisattva himself. &





