The Analects of Confucius

English translation by Yong Wei Kwong and Liew Yen Chong
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Chapter 4: Living in a Benevolent Neighborhood

But makes objective assessments based on the principle of righteousness. The
character ‘[b’ is pronounced as 2y (bi), which means ‘compare’, ‘judge’ or ‘make
an objective assessment’. In other words, he complies with certain principles.
= (yi) refers to the principle of righteousness, which is true principle. Moreover,
according to the definition “That which is righteous is fitting and proper’, it is a
reference to something that ought to be done. In whatever he does, a gentleman uses
‘righteousness’ to weigh the pros and cons. If it accords with true principle, morality
and justice and is something that a person should do, then he will definitely comply
with ‘righteousness’ and bravely proceed with it. This is called ‘stepping forward ro
shoulder a responsibility .

(11) The Master said, “A gentleman cherishes virtue whereas a petty person yearns
for comfortable living conditions. A gentleman is mindful of the disciplinary

laws but a petty person is concerned about obtaining favors.”

A gentleman cherishes virtue whereas a petty person yearns for comfortable living
conditions. This is a contrast between selfish concern for one’s family and the sense

of responsibility towards one’s country. A gentleman delights in the practice of giving
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but a petty person only wants to strike it rich — the two are direct opposites. Giving
is an act of virtue; getting rich is a means to secure comfortable living conditions.

A gentleman is mindful of the disciplinary laws. A gentleman, with his
thoughts focused on the present, is able to abide by the country’s laws and regulations.
But a petty person is concerned about obtaining favors. A petty person, driven by
the desire for self-benefit, has no qualms about engaging in unscrupulous activities
such as smuggling and drug trafficking. This is a shortcoming where managing one’s
family or household is concerned. Then again, the way in which a petty person
manages his household or governs the state is different from that of a gentleman.

Consider the example of Zhuge Liang (a brilliant strategist and Prime Minister
of the State of Shu during the Three Kingdoms period) who spared no effort in
service to the state until his dying day. He “launched six military campaigns against
the Wei army at Mount Qishan”. All that he hoped for was for his state to become
powerful. However, his great plans were derailed by his subordinate Ma Su who
tried to be clever and acted against his instructions. As a result, Zhuge Liang ordered
his execution even though he was unwilling to do so. The tale “Kongming sheds tears
when executing Ma Su” is about the method for governing a state.

Yue Fei, a patriotic general of the Southern Song Dynasty, is another example
of a loyal official and gentleman. On the other hand, the Prime Minster Qin Hui
was a treacherous official and a petty person who only knew how to benefit himself,
betraying his country for the sake of power and wealth. Eventually, he had Yue Fei
framed and killed all because the latter wanted to protect his country. However, after
Qin Hui passed away, a statue of him was erected kneeling before Yue Fei’s tomb so
that people could go there and give him a kick. Although Yue Fei had already died a
long time ago, people still respect him. He is a symbol of righteousness that brings
to light the differences between a gentleman and a petty person.

Lord Guan, a famous general of the State of Shu during the Three Kingdoms
period, possessed a great sense of moral justice that was as lofty as the heavens. He
did whatever that accorded with justice and righteousness and refrained from doing
whatever that was not. It is because of his tremendous energy of righteousness that
people still worship him even after centuries have passed. What is it about him that
people worship? They worship him for his moral integrity, which manifests as an
indomitable spirit such that he remains an honored personage long after his death.

Just now, Professor Sun said that a person should strive to be a genuinely
filial child, not a hypocritical gentleman. Characters like Qin Hui are not only
hypocritical gentlemen, they are also traitors. Another example is Cao Cao whose
craftiness is beyond description, for he refuses to take even the slightest loss. At one
time, he was captured by Lord Guan at Huarong Trail. As he had treated Lord Guan
quite well in the past, the latter would rather sacrifice himself and set him free then
and there. This incident “Capturing and Releasing Cao Cao” is an example of how
the ancients would lay down their lives for the sake of honor.

Now, since time immemorial, upright individuals have always prevailed over

those who are deviant.
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