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69. The Great Master Chang Ren
Great Master Chang Ren was born at the end of the Qing Dynasty and was from the
Fourth Pure Yellow Flag Village in Shuangcheng County. Despite the fact that he never
went to school, he had a unique quality of innocence and purity. At the age of eighteen,
Master Chang Ren, influenced by the known filial son Yang Yi who was mourning by
his parents’ grave, decided on his own to bow to his parents every day. Ten years later,
both of his parents fell sick and passed away within eighteen days from each other.
Filial Son Wang (Master Chang Ren) then observed a three-year period of mourning
by their graveside. During that period, he made a vow of silence and only ate raw
ground rice powder. Upon the completion of the three years, he planned to go to the
Qianshan Mountain and Guangshan Mountain area to cultivate the Way. The recluse
sage who advised him to cultivate the way, said, “You were sincere in observing the
graveside mourning and your filial respect moved the Heaven. Your virtue will spread
and influence your fellow multitudes. Your affinity lies in Shuangcheng County, not in
the Qianshang and Guangshan mountain areas.”

He observed the mourning for a total of six years, achieved great Samadhi and
encountered inconceivable states. He had wonderful spiritual powers, with which he
took across countless people. At the completion of his filial observance, all the people,

young and old, from around the forty-eight villages held a large celebration on that
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occasion. The people pledged their support to the Triple Jewel and initiated the construction
of the Sanyuan Monastery, so there would be an everlasting Bodhimanda.

In 1939, Great Master Chang Ren went to Fangshan Mountain in Beijing to receive
the transmission of Dharma from Venerable Master Qingchi. After he returned to the
monastery, they held a great inauguration of abbotship, which is called the Ascending the
Seat Ceremony. On the 17th day of the third month, which was the birthday of the Master,
laypeople from over a thousand miles away came to personally offer their congratulations.
Over five thousand dignitaries including government officials were present. The commander
of the Japanese occupation army in the region also came and offered his congratulations.
Pingfang was a restricted military district that was off limits to ordinary people, but that
day everyone could come to the region for the event. The celebration at that time was an
extremely fantastic and rare occurrence. The Venerable Master Hua also attended this event
and offered his congratulations with a verse:

Shun moved the Heaven with bis great filiality,

Birds came to help him sow the seeds and Elephants helped him plow the fields.

My teacher today has utmost filiality,

Humans and gods are both moved to celebrate, The Buddha smiled.

After the ceremony, the assembly wanted to build a monastery, so that the increasing
sangha members and wandering monks could come to stay. The monastery was meant to be
open to “the ten directions,” the general public. The project required a large sum of money.
At that time, there was a wealthy merchant who wanted to take over the project and build
the temple himself, but Great Master Chang Ren refused his offer. The Master said, “A
monastery of the ten directions should be open to the donors of the ten directions and allow
them to plant their blessings. Therefore, my intent is to have monks going to each household
to beg for alms and receive donations. By utilizing people’s resources, we can make a mickle.
There is great strength in unity. By doing so, we help the multitudes to plant the foundations
of virtue.” Therefore, the abbot invited the Venerable Master to help with alms round in a
manner of equanimity. This means that they did not pass the poor to go to the rich, or pass
the lowly ones for those of high ranks and status. The alms round should be done with great
compassion and equanimity, with the aim of crossing over the vast multitudes.

After Japan’s unconditional surrender, China’s disastrous fate had not ended. Manchuria
was then occupied by Russians who raped and pillaged towns, committing all kinds of
evil. Seeing that the situation became so tumultuous, Venerable Master Hua suggested that
the construction projects be temporarily suspended until future conditions ripened. Great
Master Chang Ren did not agree and vigorously continued on with the construction, so
people could plant blessings. At the completion of the construction of Sanyuan Monastery
in 1946, Great Master Chang Ren travelled around. In the same year, he reached Beijing,
and entered Stillness in Nianhua Monastery at the age of 72, and at the precept age of 22.

(At that time Venerable Master Hua was twenty-nine. He embarked on a journey to visit
various temples and monasteries in the inland area of China).

Venerable Master Hua praised Great Master Chang Ren with a verse (composed on
Nov. 22, 1985).

Unique being his quality, he returns to simplicity and innocence

Although illiterate, he commands myriad Dharmas.

Being utmost virtuous, filial, benevolent, and righteous,

He is like the Polar Star that is surrounded by many planets.
$0To be continued





