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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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A Failed Reformation—
Wang Anshi (continued)
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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on June 13, 1987
English translation by Alejandro Gracia
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The verse says:

Wisdom he had; A foundation not.

Talented workers he had; but effective tools he had not.
Although he implemented political reform,

The Qingmiao’ [lit. “Green Sprouts”] Policy failed in the end.
Seeing that all was lost, Everyone sighs.

Commentary:

Wisdom he had; A foundation not. Wang Anshi did have a
little wisdom, but instead of being a political genius, he was merely
a dictator. I say he has wisdom only to comply with some people’s
comments. However, his foundation was not solid like a rock.
Although his name was “stable rock,” he never lived up to that name.

Talented workers he had; but effective tools he had not. It is
said: “A person who wishes to master their craft must first sharpen
their tools.” We could say that Wang Anshi had great workers, but
he did not give them sharp tools. In other words, he had fine goals
and ambitions, but because he did not have the talent or ability to

implement them, he failed.

"The Qingmiao Policy was one of Wang Anshi’s policies formulated to aid farmers.
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Although he implemented political reform, the Qingmiao Policy failed in
the end. Wang Anshi wanted to politically reform the Song Dynasty and put forth
the Qingmiao Policy, but as it is said, “Man proposes, heaven disposes.” Drought,
famine, and floods prevented his plans from succeeding. When such policies fail, the
government should sympathize with and care for its people, and exempt as many
people from paying taxes as possible. The government already has its own resources,
and when the people fall into poverty, the country should do its part to help them,
and not force the people to pay the grain tax or any other taxes, or pay off their loans.
If he had not oppressed the people, the country would not have been forced into such
dire straits. Whether policies are old or new, they will work as long as the people have
enough food to eat. Unfortunately, a saying goes, “When oppressed, the people will
rise in rebellion; when cornered, a dog will jump over a wall.” The situation was so
bad that the people were forced to become bandits and robbers [literally, the Chinese
here means that the people were driven to Mt. Liang].

A similar example occurred when Cai Jing was the prime minister and forced
Song Jiang to move to Mount Liang, where he became the leader of a band of robbers.
Metaphorically speaking, Cai Jing could be considered Wang Anshi’s student, as their
philosophies were quite similar although they had never met. During his two decades
as the prime minister, Wang Anshi also caused chaos and wreaked havoc for the
entire country.

Seeing that all was lost, everyone sighs. He saw that all was lost. During this
period, no one had enough food to eat, and famine and plagues ravaged the land.
The people sighed and said, “How sad it is that we have to live in such an era!” There
were no invasions from foreign powers, but there weren't any talented people capable

of running the government and taking good care of people.

Another verse says:

A wise man is he who understands the timing and conditions.
By rejecting all opposing parties,

he destroyed his own future singlehandedly.

Highly ambitious and seeking fame,

He was vain and arrogant, and his policies quickly lost support.
For his own enjoyment and benefit,

Cai Jing brings devastation and ruin upon the country,
Banishing many loyal and talented officials

One man’s recklessness is hated by thousands

As the people live in misery and cry for help.

Commentary:

A wise man is he who understands the timing and condition. It does not
matter how intelligent you are; if you cannot understand the times and the current
situation, all, efforts will be in vain. Only if you are aware of the situation of the

country and the people will you not fail.

s To be continued





