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On February 28%, 2015, the students of Developing Virtue Boys School were
invited to perform at the Chinese New Year festivities at Alex Thomas Plaza in
downtown Ukiah. The event drew around 300 people.

The program started at 2 PM and lasted until 4 PM. The first performance was
by the boys” Chinese Orchestra. The 30-member Chinese orchestra performed
musical pieces such as “He Xin Nian,” “Bai Nian,”and other joyous songs in
honor of the Chinese New Year. Following that was an exciting performance
of Lion Dance. After the performance, the performers recited in Chinese and
English, the eight virtues of “Filiality, brotherhood, loyalty, trustworthiness,
propriety, righteousness, integrity, and humility.” This is a practice of Developing
Virtue Secondary School’s lion and dragon dance teams, which they do after
every practice and performance.

The next performance in the program was 24-seasons drumming. The multi-
layered rhythms of the drums and calls of the drummers during the performance
created a stirring and powerful effect. Near the end of the 24-seasons drumming,
the performers stacked their drums three levels high. Three students jumped on
the second level of drums, and after beating the drum at the topmost level, burst
open a stick containing colored confetti. Joining in the New Year festivity were
kids from the crowd, who had a great time picking up the colored confetti from
the ground.

The last performance was Dragon Dance. It was a well-designed
performance. The body of the dragon went up and down, and the students

jumped and leapt along the body of the dragon. It looked like a flying dragon
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against the background of the blue sky. There was a table for kids
to learn Chinese New Year lantern-making and another table selling
vegetarian Chinese food, including fried rice, rice noodles, and spring
rolls. The food was very popular and completely sold out within two
hours.

The weather forecast predicted rain in the afternoon. However,
it was drizzling before the performances started and then it started
raining after the performances finished. It was sunny during the two-
hour progrom, which enabled people to enjoy the performances and
festivities they had come to see. One visitor, Verleen Eidsmoe, has

been living in Ukiah for 46 years. She said that she enjoyed Chinese

New Year celebrations. Her daughter-in-law living in Boston is also

a Chinese American, which makes her more interested in Chinese
cultural activities.

Fred Fong and Helen Liu Fong, parents of boys’ school student
Riley Fong, came all the way from Concord in the Bay Area to see
the performance. They praised the wonderful job these students did.
They said that they went to the Chinese New Year celebration at the
Oakland Museum the previous week to watch the students give the
same performances, which were also outstanding.

Wayne Chen and Angela Justice, representing Dharma Realm
Buddhist University (DRBU) at a table next to the plaza, were there
to introduce the University’s exciting new programs to interested
visitors. Victoria Rafael, a graphic artist, said that she was interested
in Buddhist thought. She was interested in taking courses on sutra

study at DRBU.
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The Chinese New Year celebration in Ukiah was held by a cultural organization, the Ukiah Main Street Program. Ukiah Fire
Marshall Dave Haas invited the Lion Dance and Dragon Dance Club of Developing Virtue Boys School to perform because he has
loved seeing dragon dance and lion dance since childhood. The program started four years ago and has been one of Ukiah’s annual

cultural events since then. &





