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Making 10,000 BUDDHA STATUES
at Avatamsaka Monastery
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(Continued from the front inner cover)

Avatamsaka Monastery, one of Dharma Realm Buddhist Association’s
branch monasteries in Calgary, Canada, followed Master Hua’s example to make
over 10,000 Buddha statues starting in November of 2013.

Dharma Master Heng Syun, the manager of the project, said that when they
first decided to make 10,000 Buddha statues, since they lacked the necessary
experience, they asked the senior disciples of Master Hsuan Hua for firsthand
knowledge. However, the answer they got was that the senior disciples only
bought plaster for Master Hua to make the Buddha statues. None of them ever
learned from Ven. Master how to make Buddha statues.

Later, bhikshus at CTTB provided 4 molds and photos of the Buddha
statues that Master Hua made when he was alive. The one chosen by the nuns
of Avatamsaka Monastery is the one behind the thousand hands and eyes statue
of Guan Yin Bodhisattva at the Buddha hall of CTTB. Dharma Master Heng
Syun said that this Buddha-mold made by Master Hua looks simple yet in deep
meditative stillness. It is only when we go onstage to give a Dharma talk or to
clean do we have the opportunity to see this one.

It took people at Avatamsaka Monastery three months of trying various
materials, such as rubber, resin and fiberglass, to figure out that polyurethane
would be the best material to make the statues. This was what they ultimately
poured into the plaster molds to make the 10,000 Buddha statues. After trying
for three months they sent the sample out to print with a 3D printer. It was only
until they were satisfied with the 3D print-out result that they started making
the Buddha statues.
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The Buddha statues at Avatamsaka Monastery are made in two sizes.
The larger one is 36 centimeters tall and weighs 5 kilograms. They will make
2,500 larger Buddha statues. They plan to make 7,500 smaller statues, which
are 18 centimeters tall and weigh 2.7 kilograms.

They have made more than 4,000 Buddha statues thus far and dharma
protectors from other branch monasteries of Dharma Realm Buddhist
Association have come to join in the meritorious work of making 10,000
Buddhas. Three laypeople from Avatamsaka Vihara in the Metropolitan DC
area stayed in Calgary for two weeks last March and worked with dharma
masters at Avatamsaka Monastey. They finished 500 Buddha statues in that
period.

Dharma Master Syun welcomes laypeople from DRBA branch
monasteries to join in the work. The requirements are: observance of
vegetarian diet for at least a year; not eating eggs, fish, or five pungent
vegetables (garlic, onion, leck, chive and scallion); being a DRBA member;
and in order to support local monasteries, to come to Avatamsaka Monastery
only when their closest monastery is not in need of their help. Dharma
Master Heng Syun said, “Joining the work of making Buddha statues will be
a highly meaningful activity in your life.”

Master Hua once gave a dharma talk about the merits of making

Buddha statues. He said, “If you want your children to have a bright future,

make Buddha statues on their behalf. The Buddha will protect your children

so that everything will go smoothly for them. If you want everything to
be auspicious and wholesome, you can make Buddha statues. Making
Buddha statues will create supreme merit so everyone should not miss the
opportunity.”

Avatamsaka Monastery will share online many remarkable stories from
making Buddha statues. To see photos from the project, visit DRBA’s website:

www.drba.org and look for “Avatamsaka Monastery” under “Canada.” @





